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X EBB house to which Singleton and hiih 
friend tx>ok thehr fair prize, was one that 
they had hired forthe time that they intended' 
to stay in that par<t of the counhy. Ab thcy 
sat down to a clean though homely repast^ 
Singletön inqmred anxiously of Emily, how,. 
and when^ andby whom^ she had been car*^ 
ried off. 
" " Your last question^** returned she^ ^* h 
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cannot answer ; for I know not myself; hntf 
with respect to the former, you shall hear.— - 
It is almost needless to say how deeply I wa j 
afFected when you left me to join your regU 
ment; and had it not been for the kindness 
of Lady C — I know not how I should have 
'^ot it ovcr. Indeed, as it was, some time; 
felapsed before I eould attend to the duties of 
my Station. Not many weeks after, Sir 
Charles Morgan and. hi^ daughter, who, you 
may recoUeet, always behaved extremely kind 
to me^ calied one moming at my Lady C — ^*s^ 
and requested her permission that I might go 
with them toa masquerade whißh Was to be at 
the Opera House the next night. You, 
know, my dear brother, I had never before 
been at a nxasquerade, and the good Sir 
Charles and Ellen theught it migkt enkven 
my spirits. My Lady G — • conscnted; and 
as it was Sir Charles's wish that we should go 
in character,. Ellen and I chose that of nuns, 
which. induced Sir Charles to go as our fatker 
confessor. Accordingly, when the time came^ 
we went; and, I believe, were all tolerably 
well f^eased witb th^ novelty of the scene. 
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During the evening, we were addresscd by 
fnany characters, amongst which, was a for- 
timeteller, to whom: Sir Charles, as a friar, 
spoke very roiigWy^ As for me, I know not 
how it was, but bis manner certainly inte- 
rested me; and I endeavoured, as much as 
possible, to smooth Sir Charles*s roughness. 
This apparently, so pleased him, that he 
began to- teil me my fortune; and amongst 
other things, said, he was fearful some evil 
hwig over me; which I, in course, paid little 
attention to; though, fortunate had it been 
for me, if I had paid' more. About half past 
eleven, the scene beginning to- wcar a grosser 
hue, we prepared to retum home: — ^whcnas 
we were passing throiigh a crowd which was 
asscmbled at the doors, taget to our carriage, 
we were, by force, parted. What becamc of 
them I know not: — I was instantly scizcd, 
and conveyed to a» carriage that took me to 
tfie horrid place froro which yoii rcscued me; 
We were three days, I think, on our joumcy 
thither; during which, horses were provided 
at every by-stage ; so that, it i« evident, the 
schemq was premeditated. This is all th^ 

B.4 
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Information I can give, for the person who 
rode with me in the carriage would never teil 
me the name of his employer.'* 

She then related the manner in which shehad 
efTected her escape« Singleton and his friend 
listened to her narrative with amazement. 
" By heaven/' eried the fbrmer, ^^ I'U find 
the villain out! or, 1*11 traverse the world 
in vain. But pardon me, Emily; I mdost 
now introduce you to my friend and brother 
soldier, Captain Sedley, who, is at lea^it, qn* 
titled to half your acknowledgments.'* 

The Captain böwed; while Emily returned 
his salutation, observing, she was perfectly 
conscious how bighly she was indebted to 
both of them ; though the agitation of her 
mind had hitherto prevented her from ac- 
knowledging her Obligation, 

" Oh! name it not/' eried the Captain, 
who was a fine young man of thr^e and twen- 
ty, " he must be thoughtlcss indecd, who 
did not make every allowance, if any were 
requisite, for one in your Situation. But,. 
indeed, were it otherwise, I am so accustomcd 
to detect my own failings, that I am ever 
ready to loofc favorably m those of otl)ersJ' 
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^' That's generous;'* retumed Singlcston^ 

but we have not time for any tfaing now.but 
absolute despatch. Emily^ my. love, I tbtnk. 
you had better retire; for I am foarfhlj you: 
stand much in need o£ rest. Consider we 
shalLhave a. Ibng journey to ga to^monxnl^^ 
SüfTer no apprehensions to disturb you aow^ 
mUtss }K>u meau to cast an iU ibunded ^tigma^ 
Ibope> upoii.ourcQucage.'* 

Emily smiled^ and assored hlm* tiiafe bi$^ 
«bärge was needlesd;. but adsiitted tfaat a. litih- 
lest would be deairable. labe then wishecfi 
tiiem a good night. 

After she was gone^ the convseFfiation tttni«> 
ed upon her Singular adventur^ the cause of 
which Singleton. was determinfid^. if possible^ 
tp find out; for which puipose^ he tiiought 
it WQuld be the be^t^ ii^i the first pläce^ to 
make every inquiry relative to^ the ewner of * 
the niin. J^fneodl being of the same 
»pimon, weni immediatdly to sift the peasant 
yiäio belonged to the cottage they hod hired^ 
axbdi from whom he learned that it belonged: 
to one ^^ Mäester Lovegate.** Sedley thjeni 
Ktumed^ andcornsnunlcated the inforxnationi 

B 5> 
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he had received to Singleton ; who, wKeir he- 
heard the name of Lovegate menlioned; 
was, if possible, more aihazed, than when he 
recognised in the interesting captive, his own 
eister. ^^ Consummate viUaiii^^' saki'he, the 
instant he could artieulate, ^^ what— could 
not her brother's ruin satisfy him } But, thankr 
heaven, his present design is frustratedi, 
Sedley, if ever there was a villain upon earth^ 
he is one. To prevent Emily from falling 
into his hands a second time, I am resolved 
to see her»iysel£ to Town; and as T have a 
montb's leave of absence still to ran, I shall 
have pknty of time for that puj^se« Hey ! 
what think you ?" 

** Why that your plan is excellent;"* re-* 
turned the Captain; ^^ I have only ©ne 
objecüön tp it, and that is your going without 
me. Nqw suppose, as my leave of absence 
is for aboul much the same time as your own ^ 
that f accompany you ! We have come toge- 
thcF into. thi» unfrequented. part, for a few 
days Sport, and: why should we not continue 
togethep?" 

^ YouJ:dow Sedley, it would givc me 
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much pfcasuref rcjoincd Singlelon, "* bu^4 
tlriuk^ man, of thc distancc !" 

" Pshaw!"' rcturned the Cäptain; ^' what* 
of that! — ^I teil you Tllgo: sodon't.say ano- 
thcr word about it." 

" Thci> so you shaM,'* cried Singleton ^ 
'* and^^if you dont help me to discovcr tlie 
villanoiis Lovegatc '^ 

" Oh, fear not on that hcad," interrupted' 
Sedley, *^ I have as much interest to endca- 
vour to find out a \vretch who could injurear 
woman^ as you can have. Butcomc; letu» 
bc ofF to bed;- 'tis gctting late." 

Tbey then retired' to their ühamber, amV 
firom nece&sity, slept togethcn. 
. Early tfee next morning they commencecl 
their joumey toTown,. Singleton driving hia 
^ster in the Captairfs chair, which he and his 
friend had coihe in on their shooting excursi— 
on; and the Captain himself riding on his 
groom's horse. They travelied thus until 
they arrived at the iirst post town ; where they . 
left the chair and the two horses^ until tha 
Gaptain's groom j (who had previously receivedit 
lüs Orders,) camc for them ; they thcn wen»: 

B-6« 
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on to Carlisfe. Here they determined to 5tay 
the next day, Singleton and his friend being 
apprehensive of Emily*s health. The fol- 
lawing morniiig as they were at breakfast^ 
a carriage. and four drove into the inn .yard*^- 
and as it passed the Windows of tlie room in" 
which they were sitiing, Singleton thought 
he recognised the features of Lovegate. Re-- 
solved to be satisfied, he hastily entered the^ 
yard at the instant that Lovegate was stepping' 
CMit of the carriage. His face glowed with 
lesentment as he walfced up to him, and de- 
jnanded a few minutes conversation. The 
instant that Lovegate saw him his counte- 
uance also changed colour, bat knowing ife 
was in vain to attempt fo cenciliate matters^ 
he summoned tip the little courage he pos^ 
sesaed, and answered^ " I dorft exactly conv- 
prehendyou my good fellow! — ^you'U excuse 
me, but, Tve no time, at present, to waste 
in idie conversation.** 

•* And) yet,^ returned Singkton, '^ yoii 
can find time to plan schemes of villany^ and 
when an opportönity offers, to carry tiiem inta 
efiect too. Do you comprehead m^ w^V"^, 
looking at bim BternLy« 
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*^ No, 'pon my life;" replied Lovegate^ 
whose counteiiance again clianged colour;: 
^ howshouldir 

^^ Cöme, come Lovegate," cried Singletony 
rtsolutely; ^^ no evasion; — it won't do, take 
my wopd for iL RecoHect, / know you! wtr 
part not thus I promise you. And if you wish 
not to be exposed, foUow me instantly into sr 
private room l" 

Lovegate from knowing Singleton's char^ 
yacter^ and conscious hovv greatly he had 
wronged him, said no more; but, as it werc^ 
involuntarily followed him. Sihgleton, hav-* 
ing tried to-eompose hi» temper^ then said^ 
'^ I am not going to iipbraid you Lovegate* 
for having deprived me of my fortime; fon 
that^ perhaps, chance entitied you to; neir^ 
ther shall I upfaraid you for arresting me io^ 
the Street^ though at a time whea the act 
became doubly pusiHanimous '.- — ^but no matter ^ 
-— these are triiies compared with the injury^ 
you have since intended to do me. Damn it P 
— ^much affected; ^ that would iudeed hav^ 
wounded me! ^ Warm,' we have.knowx^ 
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knew me whüc you deprived me of my all^ 
Poor unsuspicious fool.that I was; howeasily 
won over to your purposel'but enougli of 
that: — I meant not to have said a word on that 
head cither, But, sir, there is another — P 
scarce know how to name it— one — thc in- 
t?ention of which to execute, must, for evcr, 
blast your name witb infamy. But — expect 
not succcss in that ! — no ! — the accursed placa 
fixed upon to ruin innocence is no more; — I 
saw the flames, as if conscious of their im-^- 
ffortant object, hasten tO' consume it. D'ye 
comprehend me now?** raisinghis voice.** 

At the latter part of this speech Lovegate 
ibund it' impossible to conceal his Agitation ; 
\Sit concRided that Sitigleton had found out 
that he -was the peraon by whose plans Mary 
had* been* foreed away fröm her friends, and 
tliat thereföre, ibwotild beuseless in him to 
attempt to deny ih The various workings 
of his guilty soul'were strongly depicted on: 
his countenance, and prevented him from 
uttering a syllable; which Singleton observing 
resumed, " Ah ! well may yöü continue silent 
— -conscienee willstrike liom^at times — riJ 
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hear not a word ;** perceiving lic was at length 
going to speak — " meet me two hours hence 
near the second mile stone on tlie London 
road> where be prepared to give me tlie only 
satisfäction that now Res in your powxir.. 

Wkh these wordSj he tumed hastily away, 
leaving Lovegate to his reflections, which 
were certainly not the most pleasant. lie 
coulü not however conceive why Single torv 
should so warmly avenge tlie wpongs of Ma- 
ry, (for he had no conception that he had 
run away with his sister;) but, as he was 
not much di^posed to run the hazard of 
losing. his life, he condescended to disguise 
bimself in the livery of one of his at- 
tendants, and thus eflected his escape. So 
that when Singleton and his friend repairedi 
to the place appointed, he was proceeding 
with all possible haste to get out of the coun* 
try. ^' Whatthen he is a poltron as well as 
a villain T said Singleton Unding that he did' 
not come, " well, I scarce thought that of ' 
him either, The next time 1- meet with him^ 
t must pursue a difFerenrt method."*' 
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^^ So I vvould advise you/' returned Üie 
Captain,- " when you do meet with him again." 
They then returned to the inn, and told Emily 
what had transpired ; who, while she lißtened 
fearfully, ofFered up her thanks to heaveiay 
tbat their meeting had tiius termioated. 
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CHAPTER m 



IT becomes now necessarj to state^ that 
from the time we last mentioned Lovegate^ he 
hacl been gradually getting better; and, afiter 
a Short period,. hi& woiinds were completely 
bealed. He then detemuned to proeeed, 
without delay, to bis estate m Scotland, where 
he hoped to find the object of bis desires; but 
Pro\ idence thought fit again to thwart bim ^ 
proj^ably to try if repeated ^isappointments. 
wQuld not at length awaken him to a sense of 
bis baseness* Knowing that after what had 
passed bo could nevor, at least^ not for a 
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length of time, appear again in England^ lie 
resolved to make the best of bis way to tbe 
continent, tbere to remain, vmtil in bis nativa 
country^ tbe afFair was fbrgotten. 

Frederick, in tbe mean time, amended 
eonsiderably, and. in tbe course of a few days^ 
was sufficiently recovered to take a little exer- 
eise. Wbile in tbis State, be could not bat 
observe tbe odd manner of bis bostess> wbo. 
would frequently look at bim earnestly for- 
some minutes togetber, tböugb seemingly 
unconscious tbat be noticed it; and tben 
break out suddenly into stränge rbapsodies, 
«ucb as, ** Merey upon us — ^bow like — WeU 
ladayl I sball never forgive myself." And 
tben sbe would sigh, and fret, as if ber senses 
were disordered^ Frederick knew not how to 
Interpret tbis; tbougb be thought it must 
proceed from some weigbfe tbat lay beavy upon 
her mind;:, ortbat sbe was actually derangedt 
One afternoon sbe was more tlian usaally 
frantic, and after eyeing bim attentively for 
some time, made a sudden spring at bis arm^ 
and bade bim wildly teil ber bis name. Siir*» 
prised at tbe stränge rcquest as wellas ab tha 
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manner of the old woman^ he hesitated; and 
requested to know her reason for making the 
inquiry. ** Reason, child!^ answered she; 
** oh! IVe reason enough I pronräe yovu 
JBut — good gentieman— do- teil me ! have you 
got a red mark upon your left arm ? Nay, you 
must answer meT perceiving that he looked 
displeased, she added, " It concerns you 
more than you may think for.** 

*^ Good woman,** cried Frederick^ ^ yoii 
distress mel of what consequence* can it be 
tö^yeu, if I was to answer your questions?** 

*^ Oh, of much;** retumed the old woman ; 
" Come, come sir, don't be angry with a^ 
body-— I know what Fm about« 

^^ Strange ereatureT exciaimed Frederick, 
who concluded that she was iaan actual State 
of delirium; " but Pll humour you; your 
questions shall be answered. Know then I 
ki%v€ a recl mark upon my left arm ; and thab 
I have reason to suppose my name is Har- 
court!" 

^^ Enough!" cried the old woman half wild 
with joy. " Enough I say. Then you are 
Ihe ^oot child I took you for.*' Clasping him 
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in her arms; *^ Yes^. yes>" eyeing him with 
deljght; *^ I was almost sure on*tt Well, 
heaven be praised ; I can now die in peace. 
But,'* aiFected, *^ w^ the poor gentlemao 
»ever heard of afler? Bless me> I forgetr 

^^ Whatdoestftewomanmean?*' intemipU 
ed Frederick; '^ If I was not made of patienc^i 
I don't know what I ^lould not say to yoiu 
How is it possible thal youcaa know.a0y tbui9g 
about me^ or Mr, Harcourt !** 

*^ HowT replie^d she; *^ why because I 
nursed his child* Tbat's bpvi l cqma to Imow 
about him.? 

^ You ntwsed bis d&ildr' cried» Frederict 
xnore amazed thau ev^r«, 

♦^ Yes— you you^self ;** ti^pUed tbe old; 
woman joyfully . *^ My lady wouldnot sufier 
any one but Margeay to laurse her darling: 
Frederick. But come^-^it dbwn quieüy in. 
Qoy chimney coraer, and you shall^ hear all* 
about it^ Ah! *tis many a^day since I used. 
to dangle you on my knee!- well-^— weil ■■ ."* 

" 'Sdegtth woman, proceed;** cried Frede-*- 
derick, ^^ or you'll dtive me mad." 

^^ AhJ!* rjetumed the. old woroaii> (wHomj 
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Ibr the futvim we shall call by her name;) 
^ 4hat's Ju6t like my poor ma8ter--4iot as 
j)epper; — bift the best of hearts for all th^t. 
£at be a little patient^ and you shall hear. 
You must know then when you was about 
three years and a half old^ as near as I can re- 
tnember, your good father, and my master, left 
^ou and niy lady to vi&il\\\s planations I think 
they call 'em some^^iere abroad. Now my 
lady woold feines her life havB gone with him, 
\mt she did not like to leave her little darling 
bdimd ; . and my master would not sufFer her 
to take you with her, because, you see, the 
jdace where he was going to was very sickly. 
So^ at last, he went alone. Ah! lackadayt 
I oan wdl Temember )t. Büt, as I was going 
to-say, ?iny lady took oa*t a good deal> at first, 
-and used td 3dss you frequently, and repeat 
jour fiiöier's nsane to you fifty timcö a day. 
But acfter a %it, when ^he heard from the 
Tsquire, she -göt to be a little easier ; and said 
I dionld häve the care of her darling, mean* 
Ing you, xtttiSL ht retumed. Ah! heaven 
Wessher! she was a good lady: — ^little did she 
4SisdL "wlsit ifaa to h^pen,** H^e Margeiy 
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was much ° afFectedj ** However she never 
knowed it; for she died beforehand. But, as 
J was going to say, every nx)f ning I used to 
t^e you a little walk, and one morRing in 
particular, just as the 'squire had been gone 
six months, or better, tempted by the fineness 
of the weather, I took you rather further 
than usual, when as I was playing witk you, 
a man suddenly spri^qg upon you, and in 
spite of my cries, and all I could do, forced 
you from me. Well, what to do, I did not 
know; I durst not return and teil Mrs. Mar* 
sharii, the housekeeper, for she was ^iways 
jealous of me; and I was afraid she would 
have me took up and hanged — so what to do_ 
as I Said before, I did not know. At last, I 
bethought myself— for, mercy üpon us, the 
devil is ever ready to pat evil notious into one's 
head — ^to give out you had died suddenly. 
For, you must know, I sometimes had you 
with me two or three days together, nobody 
ever troubling their heads about you but my- 
$elf ; so, as I knowed poor neighbour Hindjs 
child had been buried only the night before, 
I weut to Gregory the sexton^ and bribed 
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him to take it up again^ and give it me, hav- 
ing iirst let him into the secret. You may 
think it stränge how I come to have the ino-* 
ney to do this; but my good lady had ahvays 
been very kind to me, and when she died, left 
each of her servants a legacy. Well, I was 
never found out — the pot>r child was buried 
a second time; and, to this day, every body 
beUeves it was you. Word was immcdiately 
sent to the 'squire, who, it was said^ died 
soon after him seif .'' 

" And who then came in for the estatc?* 
demanded Frederick, who liad hitherto been 
Struck dumb with amazement 

" That, I forget ;*' replied Margery ; " but 
whoever it was, the poor old Lodge was suf- 
fered to go to wrack and ruin. For what 
xeason I jiever heard," 

Frederick now seemed lost in thought; 
when Margery, who appeared much easier in 
her mind, soon after exclaimed, " I have 
now confessed my fault, and you may do 
with me what you please. My heart^s as light 
as a feather/' 

This Speech roused Frederick j for lie now 
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had it in his power to whisper comfort to «^ 
fellow creature. *^ Come, c»me, my good 
nurse,** said he, kindiy, '^ i inust not 4iave you 
8uppose that I am angry vAÜi you for what 
you Ve done ! Besides, you are not so cuipabld 
BS you seem to think yourself ; at least, ag 
jour error proceeded from fear, and not from 
^ny sinister motive,'* 

^* Ay/* ^ri«d she, ^^ that's like my old 
«tnaster again, to a tittle. Heaven ble« him, 
^nd you; for you be as like each other aa 
two .peas*** 

Frederick smiled, and having allayed her 
fears, again sunk into a profoiHid reverie. 
During which his thoughis dwelt upon the 
intelligence he had received from Margery ; as 
also, in forming the best plan to divulge to the 
World, his hereditary claims on his father's es^ 
täte; &»* he had before heard that he was his 
only child. Who eigc^ed it at the present, 
he had never been able to leam; though he 
determmed to know if pos»bIe. Having 
rtaid at Margery's cottage until * he was per- 
fectly recovered, he retumed not to Town, 
until be had called Kt the place wlier^ Love^ 
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gate bsA been taken; tMit, mI c6iirse, fbiind 
Ifkntiot. Just before he tdok'leave of hit 
niirse, sfiej^resented hitn with a miniaturröf 
his^ nok^Üier ^et in pläin gold, ifhh her initials 
Lb Hi atüiebadd^ ' He kmed it tenderly^ and 
tdt the keenett emotiom läise in bis breast 
et tli6«ight of it. His fathä'^s lUcewise he 
wished much to obfi^, büt Margery ioid 

f\M:ai» mother only tüed to wea^ hia« 

• • • I 

^^ And how I come t6 havie tny lad/a to give 
you^^ resumed ^le^ ^ was all owing to' an 
acddent as cne mey cdl it; for, you aee^ I 
had forgot to tie it round your neck on the 
moming you was forced away from me^ and 
luckily left it at home; but, as no inquiriea 
w*as ever made about it, I Uiought Td e*en 
keep it, in case, I should ever see yoü again; 
miAy hi^py am I, I did.^ 

Frederick now bade her an aflectionate 
farewell, and promised to see her again shortly. 
On bis arrival in Town he fbund a note from. 
Singleton, who infwmed him that he had 
latdy oome from Üie oountry, and hoped to 
have the pleasure of seeing him at WarwidL*8 
faotd, Dover Street; when he wonldexfrikfii 

▼OL« u. Q 



thf reason of Ins nonattendanoe Bt a certain 
(iipe; andy ;tt}atj untH he had; doq» «o, lie 
truj^ed Frederick woold, js^sp^nd his . judg« 
ment Frederick wa$ tnuch pleiasQd to heaf 
from him againi and intehded th^ first jopr 
portunity to wait upon; him. Ind^. he pi tied 
bimgreatly, ;and though h^ conjectiji^ he 
fv^ now at the boUom pf fortuiie*s jwheel^ 
Üt^ idea di4 nqt preveot him fropi accfepting 
bis Invitation. . Pr^ven^t hio), did J say ? Oh ! 
}et ine not wroifig hin) ! It radier induced hima 
i[br his friend3liiip iWas to the man, i^nd uot ta 
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CHAPTER m. 
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1 HE moming after he arrived m Town he 
waited upon Mr. Elsdale^ whom he knew too 
well to suppose for a moment that he would 
condemn aiiy one from appearances only . As 
the clock Struck one he arrived at his house. 
His heart palpitated violeutly; for he was 
aware that the moment was most critical; 
that all would be cleafed up, or that, in all 
probability, he wöuld see Mary, if she were 
still at Mr. Elsdale*s, for the last time. 

On his being införnied that Mr. Elsdale 
vis, at iioiAe/ tie'^Wäs ^hmm into a study. 
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where he beheld the good man reading atten« 
tively Gisboum^s Evideoces of Christianity. 
But no sooner dkl he see it was Frederick, 
than instantly closing the book, he advanced 
eagerly to meet hitn ; and hadabsolutelygot his 
hands fast locked in his own, befcH'e he re- 
collected that he intended to havc given him 
a very different receptioh. He immediately 
drew bade; but casting his eyes aocidentally 
on the book which he had been reading, he 
feit that it implied as one duty, charity, and 
a readiness to look over the faults of his feliow- 
men; while the memorable answer that its 
founder xetumed. to the accusers of a guilty 
woman, was, at that moment, not forgotten 
by him, Yielding, therefore, to the feelings 
of his beart, as well as to the bjest of exam^ 
ples, he again seizedthe hands of his favourite, 
and while he suryeyed him with 4ooks of the 
utmost pl^sure, requested him to rdate the 
reason of his absenting himself from Town. 
Frederick, who partly knew what had been 
passing in his mii}d, häppy to find that the 
issue was fa^vof able to himself, candidJy tpid 
every tbmg, thjU; had haj^pfened. Qvriiig 
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his recital, when he came to the part where 
he had met wth the accident, he must have 
been convinced, ifhehadbeforedoiibted, that 
Mr. Elsdale regarded him with no common 
affection^ for he evidently sufiered the great- 
est uneasiness. When Frederick had cön- 
duded> he sighed deeply; and^ as if musing 
cn-what he had heard, pointed to a chair whiöh 
he reqüested Frederick to take; when aftelr 
some hesitation^ he then said^ ^^ F^m what 
you have now told me^ young man^ and fröm 
what I have been able to leam, there is but 
too much reason to suspect^ nay abnost ^tö 
conclude, that Lov^ate hasr bascly traduced 
youf character to tliose 'whom you most love 
and esteem^ and whom^ you are bouiid so to 
do, With respectto your supposed ill treat- 
ment of my friend's däughter, we have before 
conversed about ; during which conversation, 
you mäy recöllect, Igave it as my opinion^ 
that you had been imposed tipoh concerning 
her. The event has proved it. She häs de- 
ekred to me that shfe wröte not the letter you 
alluded to, and seemed much hurt that you had 
ßuspected her. That-point ascertainect, rieft 

c 3 
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her oöly withthe intention to inform you p{it$ 
whenon my arrival at yoi^r apartments — — .* 
*f Oh ! name it not/* interrupted Frederick* 
'* Well, well;* resumed Mr, E— , " I am 
iiow happy.to say that the cloud has passed 
X)yer you; and that you are, what I aLwayi 
Jtbpught you were, grossly wronged. But ex^ 
bujse me for a few minutes! I am, perhaps, not 
the pnly one in this house^ who would be 
glad to See you. Til go and prepare my niece 
for your reception.'* 

He then, smiling af&bly, withdrevr, Fre« 
derick now left alone^ endeavoured to pepare 
himsclf for the meeting with Mary; but, for 
the life of bim, he could not divest hjqiself 
of a thousand fears. While he was thus em<» 
ployed, Mr. Elsdale retumed; who, feeling 
for bis delicate Situation, told him, be had 
Said all he could for him to bis girls, who, he 
believed, would be tolerably civil to him. 
Frederick a little encouraged at this, foUowed 
Mr. £ — iato the drawing room ; but, as it is 
said> *f ease when courted most, fiutbest 
retires;** oa bis entrance be made but an in- 
different figure» Indeed, he never appeared 
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tö'so fittle advantage; and; had it not been 
for Mr. Blsdale^ he would have beep much 
longer before he could have recovered hün» 
seif. - However^ he was not the only one in 
the room embarrasaed^ fbr Mary seemed to 
ine with him in that respect. On his entruficö 
Mr. £-« took him by the hand^ and leading 
him up to his niece^ said, ^ This gentleman^ 
Harriet, is my most porticnlar firiend, and 
tfaough I aay it before him, in every respec^ 
worthy of your esteem P 
' Harriet who pitied bis evident confusion^ 
i-eceived him with much pofiteness; observing, 
his being admitted into her uncle*s friendship, 
was a sure proof of his merit. Frederick 
bowed; and fbr the first time since he entered^ 
taised his eyes in search of Mary'j, to read 
in them his scntence. * For lovers look as 
naturalFy at eacli other's eyes to dcfine the 
State of their sentiments, as mariners do at 
the sky to judge 'pf the State of the weather. 
In Mary*stherewas a certain something which 
cheeredhis heart with joy; and which had an 
astonishing effect in* enabling him to r^cover 

C4 
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his ease. The conversation now soon became 
general ; änd to Frederick and Mary, the 
^Qorning seemed to pass with unusual celerity* 
Indeed Frederick.had long been a straöger to 
the iiappiness he ei^perienced in the retuming 
smiles of his feir one. .r • , 7 

After Mr. Elsdale had staid Ipng. e!k)i]gK 
to See eyefcy prpsipectof a reconciIij^t]k)n tq,king 
place betwßen^hi$ two £avourite$, he pretendäd 
to have a,n, engageme^t^. and aipqlcigize^^ td^ 
Frederick for leaving hiip;, thaugh he sur^ 
inised he shoiüd^readily be forgive*k Soon 
after^ Han^ietj, t^ing. the hiat;^., ako contrive^ * 
to frame an excuse for leaving them. . Thvai. 
situated, their confusion r^tumed with .in- , 
creased foree; for, unluckily^, th^y conjectnred 
the reason ot their beiijg left tog^therj— 
however, tjbeladVj^ as is usiml pn such occa^ipns« 
recovered first ; and forwantof knjowingwhat.: 
bett^ to say, began to talk pf , the weatber» 
Frederick, in course, retnrned ananswerof 
somekind ; a^d, glad that the distres$ing silence 
was broke, in his tum, yentured tp expatiate^ 
on the topic which he conceived. vvould be 
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the most welcoerie^ to Mary; namely, the 
m^rits of Mr. Elsc&Ie. Neither was he di^ 
appöinted. She listened eagterly to-the pfaises 
of her valued firiend, and jüined ivith him in 
acknowledging them to be 'richly deserved. 
Thus so far they got on tolerably well; untH 
having exhausted the subject^ they^ ibund 
themselves once more at a loss. A pause of 
eonsiderable length ensu^; at length Frede» 
rick stammered out> 'S. Worihy man! 1 owe 
him more than I can evftr repay—^br-— was-i- 
it not through him^ that I have beeh aHowed 
to justify myself to you T 

This was the first time that he had ev^ 
aimed at a eompiiment^ at which Mary 
thought him so nnsuccelsful^ that had no^ 
thing transTpired betweien them^ shie certmnly 
wouki have requested him to desist from the 
likefor the future. As-itwas, shecontinued 
silent^ while he resumed^ ^ Oh, Miss Hc^ 
ward! you know notwhat Ihave sufieredon 
yöur aocount ! neither can you conoetve the 
mätchless duplicity that has been praetised.to 
induce ine to bdieve that yoür sentiments of 
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ihe were chfinged». ^t^ bcforel presume to 
a3k yoyr forgiveness for ^ving ear to the 
vrretch. >whp alone is the cause of Üie^unfor« 
tunatf fniounderstanding tliat has subsisted 
between usi permi^ me to relate a faint ac- 
jcount of bis atrocity r 

M^ baving bowed asseat, he told h^ 
.every p^cular^^ a$ far as he häßsv^ of Love^ 
g4Ue*s Qonduct» /' However>'* said he« i^ 
ecH^cIusion^ ^f I haye«now only to hle^a my 
bappy stßtßy and cur mutv^ friend^ that bis 
ytllanyi^attengtlidetected; and that^ before 
I have lost the only woman I ever wished to 

liereFredenck eeased; while Mary blusig 
ing, ^^ celestial rosy jped^"* confesised that he \vas 
not so. culpable as she had imagined« ^^ Bat/* 
added she^ ^^ as you have been thus candid 
: witb me, it is but i^ that I diould be equally 
IQ ÄFith you.'' 

She then, in her tum, miormed him, «^ 
Xiovegate's base insinuations rcsspecting bis 
opmion- of her, and sh0we4 him the lette^ 
which that vile young man had substituted 
for Frederick's» 
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While he read it, his oountenance reddened 
wkh anger ;' and as he tore it into a thousand 
}Heoe8^ he exclaimed, looking^ tenderly at 
Maiy, '^ And is it possible that you oould 
think I wrote it? Good heavens! sifrelyyoa 
nevercoukl! The wretdi-^Hvoakl that he was 
lierer 

Mary now almost fepiented that 8he had shown 
Fredenck theletter^ for she was apprehmisive 
that it would lead to another duel ; she there« ' 
före begged of him^ if he valued her peace, to 
)et the matter rest. '' And indecd^** Said she, 
'^ if Iie hl» any feeling, his own conscience 
wül be a sufiicient punisher,*^ 

To pacffy her fears, fMlerick promised 
that he would ; Üiough he vowed that the first 
time he met with Loregate again, he would 
chastsse him as he deserved. They spent th^ 
i^tnainder of the moming in making fresh! 
assurances of unalterable love; and^ in all 
probability, would not have thought of the 
day's decline, had' not Harriet, who imagined 
that they had had time enough . to reconcU€f 
their dil&reacei^^ retumed^ and told Fredü 
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'^ rick ^e had come by her uncle*« req^€Sst.to 
aakh^m to stayand take hisdinner wi^h them 
This bint wi^$ sufficient. They qo^ ta. their ; 
surprise and^mbaiTas3inent found itncar half, 
past four. Frederick however, accepted the . 
inyitation; . and Mr. Elsdal^ ^shprtly after. 
joining them in the drawing room^ told him^i 
it wa^' foftunate he had^ or he wwH M^e 
missed an excellent opportunity tp see* the; 
the young Roscius» ^^ I have fbr|junately »"* ; 
Said b^ ^fprocured tickets for to-night^ Hth. 
st promise from Brandon to admit us through, 
the private door^ as the crpwd at the others 
will be immense.** 

• • • • ■ • 

They all thapked hi^ for lus kind exertjlons 
to gratiiy their curiosity, and^ «t tl^^, prop^: 
tiine, reached their places. .The.tumult.in; 
every part.of the house m^s great; and^hun-. 
4reds feit Üie Ul eff^ts of their rashne»^ ijd: 
attemptiifg to squeeze in. The curtain at 
length^ drewiip;, but so impatif^nt was Johi^ 
Bull to jBoe tt^e wondeiful boy, that he would 
scarce suf&r the play to go on; crj'ing out 
iWfiUetPusly Un; the otgect of bis. cunosity^ 
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\rithout refletitiiig diat by so doing/he 
tarded'hisappeerance. But^ in the middle of 
thesecond ac(^ the. boy came on; . when^ in» 
stantly^ all was still. A whisper almost migbt 
have bten heard in any part. of the theatre. 
Tbis was suoeeeded by a 'torrent o£ applause;. 
every one preseAt^ vieingwith each other ia 
exfHressing. their raptui^ at lüs perfornumoe^ 
ivith whidi if there was any fault to be foundy' 
k:)fias generally thought to be in the scene 
betwaen him äad Irene ; whom^ perhaps» hö 
riegarded not with that tendefness whicb tb^ 
sdbject required. «And/ indced^ Frederick; 
CQuld not aroid whisperiog in our heroine'» 
ear» • thät it vwas no wooder he iailed ia that 
respecty sinoehe who' really feit it^ foünd it 
impoisaible to etpi^ess-half the iftmoticms whichi 
thie passion In^ired« When^he boy had gerne 
through his part^ the curtain fell'amidst aCK 
clamations frequeatly reiteiiated, the peoplet 
waving their YiMs over their heads as if cele*- 
bratii^ some important victory ; and so en»; 
soptured were Uliey with hi$ merits^ that few 
of them condescended to stay to hear tiie 
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face, llius, .fin* a tiitM^ ivd^Üe eveiy dtie 
was eagerly extoUiiig the piodigy tiaey had 
sedi,' the maimer in which he had beeil' iiujk 
ported throughout the piece was not heeded ; 
aud it was tlot ontil the clamour had svibsided/ 
that it became an object of inqniry/ why' 
tiie worst perfcnmers were setected tofill the 
chanicters^ while the good ones were standing^ 
behind the scenes quietly loökingonü! 

** This,** Said they, " is surely iiofi dtiing^ 
Afe bqy justice; hr every body kftows'^that? 
ttiifesB an aetor be well suf^rted^ whattevef 
may be his merits^ he is liable^ every instant^ 
lo be put out." Hüwever, this^ insteaid of 
answering the end which it was thoughC tobe^ 
^shed by eertäin people> created a powerful 
interest m the bo/s iavor; fot all were liberal* 
cnough to make every allowance fbr the dis-' 
advantages he laboured. under. But the young 
rogue himself^ like the suh in the fable^ who^ 
wase^viedbytheowls^bats^ and several other 
birds of night, ön overhearing the satire ap«» 
p}ied to him, ^ke' to them iii this mann^r^ 
^ Gentlemen^ I wonder> how you dare abuse 
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one that^ you know^ could, in an instant, 
scorch you up, and bum every mother's son 
of you ; but the only artswer I shall give you, 
or the revenge I shall take of you^ is, to 
shine on,*' 
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CHAPTER IV, 



AYHILE the merit of the young Roscius 
was thus establishing bis fame^ and triumpb- 
ing over tbe maGhinaticms of envy, Frederick 
was gaining ground rapidly in the good opini* 
on of bis friends. Tbe day after tbe evening 
be had bcen witb bis beloved Mary and her 
friends to tbe play^ be dined witb Singleton^ 
wbom be found in every respect so superior 
to tbe young man be bad seen in Bond Street^ 
tbat be could not avoid telling bim so. '^ I 
always thought you had an exceUent heari 



Singletoh;** nid he, *^ but I did not altoge^ 
ther give you credit £or tYi/t keäd I now find 
you possess.** 

1^* Ahr returned he smiling, ** you seeni 
to ha?e fi)rgotten the dd proverb !-^When we 
are at Roma we must do as they do at Romei 
Bu^ one day or öther; ' if it wiH give you any 
satis&ctidn you shall hear my singular his» 
twy-.^ '. 

Frederick feit' himself higbly flattered dt 
this -praof of his oonfidence, ahd assuped Sin-^ 
gleton th^t 'nothing cbuld" aifbrd kirn greater 
pleasure.' At a late hour they parted; whea 
^ Frederick tras making the best of his way 
tohis lodgiögs, in crossing a court, h'eheard^ 
at a iitört distance from him^ soihe orte caU 
for help; He instantly ran to the place, whenoe 
thevöice seemed taissue; and, to his indigna;» 
tion, beheld two men in the iact of cudgeling 
a thicd, whofiV they had thrown oii the ground. 
He hesitated not; but drawing a sword cane 
i^hidä; he always carried for. his defence when 
mTown^. b^Q an attadk upon tbe two viU 
Jain», one. pf whorPr beiyig \vx)unded;i soou 
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sought his safetj^ in Üight. - Tfae other^ was 
not so easily worsfced; but, at letigth^ he too 
was glad to get away. Frederick, who for- 
tünately \s'a8 not hurty then bestowed his 
nUentioa on the person whcon tfaey had be»^ 
tep, and sis he a$sisted hkn to -mäk, the 
reilection c>f a lamp enabied him to rec«>giüsi 
the featores of Lord Gainsford. Astonish«^ 
ment fixed him to the spot; which his IjCftA^ 
ahip pei:cetYing, though he could by np tneans 
aocoünt for it, was just going tö inqmre thd 
reasoB> when Frederick grzsped hia' ;hand^ 
and cried, " My Lord ! do you not know me ? 
I'm Frederick-— once the^object oF yoür-M^**. 

«* Hold r interrupted his Lord^ip; *^ what 
«t-^is it possible? yöl^ F^ederick! — Ohl this 
is too much.-*-— ^But come^^^for iäae presei^> 
let US ei»ieävour to get a coach, for I find 
my^lf weak and faintT ' 

Luckily they soon procnred one, which 
carried them to Portman Square. 

His Lordship was immediately put to bed, 
and the next oioming, his bfuises being 
easier, he told Frederick how his disaster had 
happened. 
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*^* Last night,'* said he, " young Betty 
being to pertonn^ I was lesolved, if possible» 
to obtain a sight of him; and, as it was hit 
seventh appearance, I concluded that the cu> 
riodty of the Town was, in some measuro^ 
satisfied:— 4>ot, to my surfMrise, it was with 
thegreatestdifiiculty that the coachmancould 
drive \xp to the theatre. However, he;, at 
length, suoceeded; and I g^ned my boau 
At eleven he had orders to be at the doonu 
A little befiMne that time I left the house, and 
had the mortifiqation to learn that the wheels 
of the chariot hadgpt entangled with those oft 
hackney coach, and that one of them was 
bcc^e to pieces. Not liking to get into t 
cottch if, ifideed, one oould have been hired, 
I determined to walk home; when in passing 
astrieet nea^ly bpix)site the dark alley you 
found me in, two men suddenly sprang upon 
me, and beforel was awareof them, knocked 
me down. Partly stunned, they carried me, 
with little Opposition, across the street, and 
continued th^ strcdiea in sudi an unmerciful 
manner, that I verily believe, had you nc^ 
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eome up as you did, they wöuld soon have 
despatched me. Thus yob hate with interest 
repaid the^ebt which yoii fancied yoa owed 
ine; but which, in fact, ybu pwed rather to 
Providence* Nöw, therefore* I have no Ion* 
ger any ckims on your grätitude.** 

" Oh, my Lordr said Frederick, moved; 
^^ say not so! — ^for if I harboured snch an 
idea, I should but ill requite the favors I have 
üecetved. No-^nyLord — the trifling Service 
that I have been fortunate enough to render 
yoil, would have been rendered to any other 
in your Situation; and, therefore,'sadifFerent 
do I consider it from cancelling the Obligation 
I am ünder*^ to^ you, that I feel it is increasM 
. by the opportunity it has afForded me to serve 
' my benefector.V 

*^ Ah,: Frederick! Frederick!'* exclaimed 
hisLordship, withasigh; ^' tho^ sentiments 
do but upbraid.me for having believed any 
thing tö your disadvantage. Biit, if it isnot 
disagreeable> dotell me the reason of your 
leaving Tqwn JaJtely, without infbrming any of 
your friends of your iniention/* 



VIEXUE AND VTOU 4» 

. /^rederick comf^ied; and j^peatod what'he 
bad related to Mr. £L>daW. i^orcl (jkimsfofd 
was, now more than ever il^clined to « beUeve 
that Lovegate was the cause of. all the dig« 
ttirbance Ibat had arisen^ though in pity ta 
Üie fedings of his £ither^ he detennined to 
cpnceal his conduct as much as possible« 

However^ the goodnatured world 8oon tocdk 
care to render his determination fruitless; 
for, one ihoming^ the unhappy £ither called 
upon his Lordship, and inquired with tears in 
his eyes, if the report was too truel His 
Lordship at this^ hesitated; for he was un- 
wiiiing to teil him the truth; and, yet, he was 
equally xinwilling to teil him a fiadsehood. 

« Then I know how it isf cried Sir WiU 
liam, in greatanguish; ^^yes— yes — ^he is a 
vlUain, though he is my son« But, where is 
he? where does the wretched boy bkle his 
infamy?** 

His Lordship assured him he knew not. 

" WeU, well,'', resumed Sir William, '' J 
am rightly sorved. Ohj^ Cl^rlesi Chairl^S;^: 
you'U break my; jtißai:t|at la$^r 
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• With »these. words/ he abruptly left the 
houise; nör ecmld the entreaties of his frietii 
prevajil upon him to ätay*, Lady Zx)\regate in 
the mean'thne, remained ät the family seat, 
where she gave way to the most immoderate 
grief; but, wkhal, she excited little pity; 
for it was known she had herseif &n\y td 
blamer— and indeed, the misfortune that ac- 
crues ftx)m our own folly is scarcely entitled 
to pity. 

But to retum to Lord Gralnsford, who, it 
may be remembered had his eyes opened by 
Mr. Elsdale respecting the unfounded reports 
which Lövegate had circulated conceming 
Frederick ; and from the circumstance of the 
letter \^^ich the latter had received, proving a 
foigery> he had little döubt biit that Löve- 
gate was thö äuthor of that also. 
' From that tim'e he wished ardently to 
meet with Frederick, who, was uhfortunately, 
as his Lordshiptehtt^ it, gone, nocMie kitew 
whither, B^t %ö felr did his absence cause 
bis Lordsbi{:i tö feb^ into his sn^cions, 
that, on the ccmtf^/ he^tiffibiced mv^^ lin- 



ttsiiMSBilttt^Frederiek had iUletitnote deepl/ 
inikit a^v£iithjerkiumi]|rliich Lo?i^te migfit 
have laid for him. This^ added to the secirtcfe 
Frederick had lately rendered his Lordship, 
contributed to diffuse that kindness at their 
meeting which reestabÜshed mutual confi- 
dence. 

The day was nöw come when Singleton 
l^as to dine wiüi Frederick, who had received 
a half promise^ thak, in the course of it^ he 
should hear his friend's eagerly expected his- 
tory ; which, he conjectured, would be highly 
interesting, for he had been given to under- 
stand that 3ingleton had been more unfortu- 
nate than ^cious, and that was enough to 
rtnder it so to him. ^ 

Life, he knew by experience^ was a che- 
quered scene — frequently, dark, and gloomy; 
and^ at best, enlivened only by transitory 
gleams of sunshine, which fresh clouds ob- 
ßcure. For, with respect to himself, he had 
xio sooner discovered his birth, than, he learn- 
ed^ that his parents were no more« He^ 
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VIRTUE AND VICE^ 49 



CHAPTER V. 



xxTfoar o^clock Singleton arrived, and, after 
dinner^ havii^ devoted a few glasses to &» 
vorite toasts^ he thus began« 

^^ In rdattng to you tke difierent events of 
myfastiife^ I feri an innate satisfaction; as I 
am sure^ -th^ will:fi^uently excite yoor sym* 
pathy, and oonvinoe you that I am not that 
puerile^ tkou^ imprudent being, which my 
conduct inight once induce you to suspect» 
Exdiisive of the pl^asure that that convictioa 
yeilds me, there is another which is little lesa 
^leasing:-— I mean that of recurring to the 

VOL. 11. ]> 
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hours of danger which are now happily gone 
by. — ^Myfeelings, perhaps, onthathead, re- 
semble those of the soldier, who delights to 
teil the Story of the dangers and diificulties 
that he has encountered, But to begin. — ^My 
father was a man of considerable fortüne 
-whose acquaintance was courted by people of 
the first class* He was allowed to excel in the 
accomplishments of the age in which he lived, 
and, by his sprightly cpnyersa^ion, greatly 
contributed to the entertainment as well as to 
the Instruction of all who knew him. In fact, 
he was the life of every Company he went into. 
Another circumstahce which made him «o ge- 
iierally well received j was, that of his being no 
party man; so that if he röÄdered no effectud 
Wrvice to the statey he fcöiildhiöver be äöbülsed 
of thv^rting its inttrestS.^-^^With ^a jicrstoii 
and address formed tö''pleaSe,.*he wa^,'i& 
course, a favourite with.tiie'fikir; and^ 'ät the 
age öf thitty, married thö yöÄ^test »däu^er 
of my hoiifd Mowbray, whobi-otr^tliiin e^Öiy 
^tMilificatiohto Tender his Eie Äflpj&jby thoü^ 
tiot q^ijr^^; but,Isüppose, the^mewas notthca 
deemed so necessary to the oikerBsiiikm i& 
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Be that as it may — ^for a while they sported 
in the gay circles of ^shion; until, as the 
exigencies of the times increased, tliey found 
it necessary to retrench a littie. This was 
no mortification to my motlier, whose sole 
wishes were not exactly centred in outvieing 
others. She delighted more in a domeatic 
life« Bat> far otherwise was it with my fa- 
ther, who, from being accustomed to indulge 
in every &vourite pursuit, could . not well 
^oop to deny himself of them now. In the 
course of time their family increased ; which 
made it. necessary fcM: him to devise some 
expedient by which he might enlarge his in« 
come; or, wortifying alternative! retrench 
^till more^ He preferred the former; and 
soon after^ engaged in a banking concern« 
Bat fortune proved unkind; and finally, he 
was obliged to retire into the country with 
depressed spirits^ and impaired heahh. At 
this crisis^ I was born; and almost before I 
knew him, his disappointment had caused 
his death. Thus was the best of mothers 
Xeit with three children to bring up, who 
were to rqpay her with constant anxiety and 

DA 
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much trouble. Having coliected the remain« 
der of my father*s fbrtune which amotmted 
to about twenty thousand pounds^ she lodged 
it in the funds, intending for the future, to 
live upon the interest. As she was still young, 
and I believe^ reckoned handsome, she had 
scarcely thrown ofF her weeds, before she wai 
importüned to become'Once more a wife; but 
the respect she bore my father's memory, 
precluded the thought of her ever marrying 
again. Besides^ it was mentioned by my fa • 
ther in his will^ that if she married again 
before we becäme of age, she must resign us 
to the care of pur guardians; and 30 tenderily 
did she love us, that, had she been iiiclined, 
I firmiy believe that circumstance alone would 
have proved a sufficient restriction. 

I shall pass over the years of our child« 
hood, for they were fraugbt with- nothing 
particularly interesting; but, as we grew up, 
Edmond, my brother, gave my mother much 
tmeasiness from the traits he evineed in his 
disposhion of levity and dissipation. 

He ' had scarcely tumed seventeen before 
he would keep Üs dogs, horses^ and otk^ 
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expensive establishments whicb^ fortunately 
for my mother^ she knew nothing of. Bat 
the two former made her very uneasy; aa^ 
she knew^ they naturally led to drinking com- 
panions^ and evil habits. He had now finished 
hiseducation^anditwasintendedthat heshould 
go to Coline immediately ; but all my mother's 
entreaties could not prevail upon him to leave 
his dogs and hc»rses. So she was obliged to 
make a virtue of necessity, and sufFer hi m to 
stay at home. My sister^ however, in a great 
measure^ compensated her for Edmond^s ooiw 
duct; she grew in virtue as she grew in years^ 
and lived only to study her mother's wishes. 
Heaven bless her l — ^she is the best of girls 
still. As for me^ I was two years younger 
than Edmond, and had hitherto been at 
school, except^ during the vacation* 

But the time soon came^ when it was 
deemed fit that I should be sent to Oxford, 
where I continued four years to qualify my* 
seif for the study of physic« During that 
period, I went generally once or twice a year 
to See my.mother; and^ always, found her 
involved in fresh difiiculties conceming £4- 

na 
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niond« I saw it with pain ; and, one day, 
ventured to expostulate with him thereon; 
but, it was of little use. Indeed, I got only 
a few-oaths for my pains. I could not but 
observe that as he got more dissipated, my 
'mother's fondness seemed to increase; whicb 
surprised me exceedingly ; though I have since 
imputed it to the wise decrees of providence, 
who, out of pity to our fallen nature, may 
häveordained, that the parents' solici tude should 
augment rather than diminish on viewing 
the errors of their children. To add to my 
mother's distress^ as her afFection for Edmond 
seemed to increase, his affection for her evi- 
dently declined; and he no longer sufFered 
filial duty to cause even an appearance of 
respect. My sister too he treated not 
only with indifFerence, but, with severity; so 
that he imbittered her life also. About this 
time, I had left my mother's house, as neatr 
as I can recollect, a fortnight, when I received 
a letter from Emily entreating me to retum 
im media tely, as her mother was in strong 
convulsions from the shock she had sustained 
on seeing Edmond brought home lifeless^ 
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and covered with Uocx}. Milch distressed 
ihyself at this mtelligeniDe^ for, with all hi6 
iaiilts^ Edmond was still my brother, I set 
off alino3t directly after; but arrived tpo late 
to cloae my mother's eyes. Yes — Great God ! 
I found ha: dead." Here his voice faltered ; 
TOCOvering Wmself, he thus proceeded. *^ Par- 
don me^ Frederick, but, you know notwl^t 
a parent .1 lost! Almost frantic at this unex- 
pected stroke, I threw myself upon her 
inanimate body^ and implored her in vain to 
live for me. Alas l death Iwd closed her C) es, 
and her pure spirit was^fled to heaven. 
. After I becaine somcwhat composcd, it 
Struck alle tbat Edmond sto<xl in need of as- 
sistance. /Withtliat, Ihastcued,to biscliain- 
beTy tOfäffbrdall the relicf Icould* I found 
him pale,. and dejectedr He was no longer 
the quarrelsome; dissipated Edmond! no — 
his Situation liad altered hirn. As I mourn- 
.fuUy' gazed on his languid countenance, I 
.forgot his.failings; I remembered only that 
he was the sön of my kmeuted mother. I 
instantly despatched the servants different 
ways. for fresh advice, whiie I remained by his 

d4 
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bed side. As I hnng anxiously over him, I 
perceived, too plainly^ life ebbing äpace. Hi» 
eyes had lost their brilKancy; and hi& lookfi 
Bnnounced aj^roaching dissc^ution. In väin 
was the art of man:— the tyrant death had 
fixed bis dart too deep to be eradicated by 
human might. His pulse grew ^very hour 
more feeble; and, in three days aftfer, he was 
a corse. Peace be to his soul ! poor, unhappy 
victim of his own folly. Justbefore he died^ 
* he extended his band towards me, and with a 
moumful looky (for he could not speak^) 
seemed to ask my forgiveness for his past uiw 
brotherly conduct. I pressed it between 
inine, and overcbme with^the scene, feit not 
ashamed to play the woman. He then ap* 
peared easier; looked at Emily as he had dornt 
at me; and, in the act of taking her hand, 
expired. He was interred in the same grave 
with my motha*. I have since heard that the 
cause of his death arose from bis fighting a 
duel with the brother of the young person 
whom he had seduced. Thus feil in the 
prime of his life, my mother*s eldest son, fiir- 
nishing this useful fesson. to mankind, that 
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By giving way to the bent of bis passionsj 
every virtuous propensity gradually wore a^iv^y^ 
and terminated bis career at the early age of 
iwe and twenty«. My subsequent conduct 
msy likewise prove of use; inasmucb^ as it 
evinces that a tolerably well disposed youth 
can be led away by bad example» 
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CHAPTER VL 



HiTHERTO, I hope, I may say, my con- 
duct had been irreproachable. I pürsued my 
«tudies with ardor, and scarce knew a relaxa- 
tion beyond a country assembly, or an hour 
spent with a friend. Yet, for all this, my 
Disposition was naturally lively, though it 
never led me into fashionable expenses. In- 
deed I had not the means to Support them» 
After my grief, had, in some measure, sub- 
ßided, conceive my sensations at finding my- 
self so unexpectedly raised from a State of 
dependance^ as it were^ to that of fortune; 
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dt least. it.appeared so to me! Idcclare tQ 
you, I could sqarce convince myself it was not 
a dream. Wonder not, if the transition made 
me forget myself! wonder not, if, in the 
end, it proved the cause of much foUy. At 
first, 'tis true, I bore it as I oughL I pur- 
«sued my studies still ; but, I soon fbund, not 
with the same relish as before. They in- 
fringed too much. upon my time; for I had 
nöw be^^ to imbibe a taste fbr idle amuse« 
ments. I feit the encroaching charm, but 
had BOt the resolution to break iL I 
b^an to think that my fortune entitled me 
to see more of the world, and that I had a 
-right to enjoy^ hte wliile I could. The 
.thoughfs. of my intended profession soon 
disg^ted me; and, after a short period, 1 was 
determined to leave it to others to kill whom 
they could not eure. Thus,progre6sively, I be« 
came instrumental to my own ruin. I feit the 
insipidity of the country more and more 
daily^ and, for want of national employment, 
was obli^ed to kill time by flying into Com- 
pany; or experience the fashionable complaint^ 
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(the residt qf idleness^) of emm. I had na 
longer any resource in myseJf. I could not^ 
as formerly, think myself ^^ never less alone 
than when alene^ ioft my powers, for want 
of proper exercise, were &Uen asleep. Every 
day became more insupportable to me; I liyed 
only to find my restlessness increase. To 
dissipate which^ if possible^ I proposed to 
£mily to spend the ensuing winter months in 
Town. But apropos! before I proceed,. let 
xne mention what I have hitherte omitted^ 
that, from the circumstance of my mother 
and Edmond dying intestate^ the whole of 
the property, in course, devolved upon rae; 
ßothat, mypoorgirl, consequently> hadnoh 
thing but my afFection to depend upon. Yet, 
«he murmured not; neither did she seem to 
envy me the fortune I possessed. Ah! would 
to God that I had acted a brotherly part, and, 
as I ought to have done, divided it with her. 
But, onmysoul, I never oncethoughtof if; 
for we had always loved each other so tender- 
ly, that it was the same thing tome which of 
US possessed the fortune, so long as we could 
share its comforts between us. 
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The went, however^ msde a sensible di£- 
ference» " Here Singleton sighed deeply* 
£mily received the proposal I made her with 
evident rehictance, which surprised me great- 
ly; for I had äattered layself that ii would 
have niet with her wannest approbation, 
But^ as she saiw l widied nacli to go^ tooblige 
me> she-at length> consented» The proper 
arsangements being made^ at the beginning 
of November^ (for it was not then the fashion 
to appegur in Town after the most unpleasant 
months had been passed in the country ;) we 
commenoed our joumey.. Wheu arnved> I 
took handsome £armshed apartments m Bond 
Stceet^ for which I paid infinitely more than 
I should have been happy to have let my whole 
house for in the coimtiy ; but what of thatl 
my incoine was now a thousand a yeap> and 
that toone^ who^ six -nK)nths before^. had 
scarcely so many Shillings^ seemed iiiexhausti-» 
ble. But. I sooa hegan to find that one ex- 
pense led to others» By frequenting the public 
places^ I got. acquainted with many of the 
loungers at the theatre^ who^ I suppose^ 
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judging by seeing me therexxften, thatlAvas 
a young man of fortune^ thought it might be 
ttmvenient to hnow me. . , 

After the amusement» of the evening were 
t)ver, we generally.repäired to an hotel/wherev 
•Ät first, I .was modefately' kt off byipaying- 
^ly the inöürred* ö^pfenses. But that, iö 
iBourse, was inconsrderable, from the ben^tl 
'^^ived from the c^onveysatio» of tmy new 
•associates. Lovegate Wäß 6n^ d themf. A^ 
ter we became better acquainted, livoias inyited 
tö their housies; wfcer^ by ifttrodisiömg cards^ 
-Igenerally löst more thäti ai^ffici^it to defray 
the cost of their lentertairimente;. Bat I was 
•now seeing the world^ as '( i& cstHedy > and^ per- 
haps, *twas but fair.thatifshoiild payalittJe 
for my experience. - jFröm hav^ing^ been to see 
them, I was, in coucse, obliged to ask them to 
<X)meand seeme; aiid with thevanity peculiär 
"io three and twenty> ' treated them as they had 
-treaty me» I theh did mfot knoW that their 
ißays anci ^e^Tz^ enabled them* to snpport it 
much better tban ' mine did^ The advantages 
that accrued to me from their lacquaintapce^ I 
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have not yet mentioned^r They were princi- 
pally these. I had now leamed to stare mo* 
dest worth out of countenance, and to take 
delight in its confusion. I coutd drink three 
bottles of burgnndy and feel only muzzy. I 
could sieep the best part.of the day, and rise 
time enough to takemy morning'&rideat noon» 
In Short, so completely was I metamorphosed 
that I had not a sin^le moment to devote to 

' reflection. My sister perceived tli€ alteri-^ 
tion in me with pain^ and endeavoured to 
expostulate with me; but I only laughed at 
her. I forgot the example I had so tately seen 

. in my brother, or remembered it only to try 
new meäns to forget it. Pleasure was the 
object of my pursuit^ and that I. obtain^ 
at jthe expense of fortune — ^health — and cha- 
racter« I was seldom at home, and even thep, 

* always surrounded by my companions, who 
had too great a regard for me to licave me 
alone. Thus one winter passed away, during 
which, I had no time to inquire into the stßjte 
of my afFairs, which, I had ito conception^ 
could be ou the decUne» Fresh routinea of 
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pleasure had been marked out by my oompd- 
Bions, who insisted that I should partake o£ 
them ; and^ indeed^ I then did not want much 
pressing. Accordingly, as the season ad» 
vanced, I left my poor girl in the country, 
. while I was roving about witthtfaem in search 
ef pleasure. Not to tire your patience^ some 
^fewyears thus roUed on^ durmgwhich^ eadx 
' sucoeeding one bfougbt me nearer to what 
18 ti^rned^ a man qf the world. I was no* 
tongep surprised why people o£ no fostune ' 
lived equalfy as well as those qf ibrtune, for 
tiiie one i had karned by expenence^ ]ived 
upon the , other. A good fbrtune in Town^ 
believe me^ is not half sp essential as impu*- 

- dence and a good address; possessed of these» 

- yöu may make your way tiirough: — devoid of 
' them, And you'U cut but a poor figure there. 

Ämongst my new qualifications I had leamed 
to ^amer and^for the last tweke months of 
my gay dareer, suflBered as much anxiety at 
tiie gaming table, as I had done grief at my 
t poor mother*s death« I had likewise rmder- 

- ^one, in confbrmity to tibe Instructions of my 
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companions^ a oonsiderable char^ in my 
manners. They were no longer^ as formerly, 
easy and natural ; but aflPectedly blunt ; though^ 
as they told me^ perfectly the go. My con» 
versation also was characteristic; för I found 
I stood no chance of being heard^ unless I 
interspersed it with well bred oaths. As for 
our subjects^ they were generally such as those 
who have never been in what is csXXeA fashion^ 
able Society y can have no conception of. And 
yet, though my associates were egregiously 
deficient in every thing but a confident ad- 
dress^ they took upon themsehres the privilege 
of forming a criterion of good behaviour, and^ 
at a glanc^ professed to teil whether a per - 
8on had been accustomed to good Company. 
As I paid great attention to their ppinions^ 
(for I then looked upon them as the model I 
was to Imitate,) I leamed the in&llible eriteri«^ 
on by which they formed their judgment,, 
In the first place, diffidenoe was considered 
as a certain proof of a man^s ignorance of 
life; for as these pretended judges of good 
mauners were not troubled with semibUit^ 
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themselves, ,they never made.any ^Uowi^brce 
for the natural disposition . of others« Again^ 
complaisance was conadeced asa tameness of 
spirit which belonged only to Uttle mhds» 
So that the maii of genuine wcH'th^ amiable 
disposition^ and beneyolent conduct^ wa^ 
Btigmatized with a degeneracy of soul» 



»i •. 









: ' « 



AND VICl, 



CHAPTER VII. 



IjUT to conclude. On an cvcr memorablö 
day, I. reluctantly promised to dine with thc 
sct I have alladed to^ at one of their houses. 
I can't account for it, but I was out of spi- 
rits before I went. A kind of presentiment, 
I believe, of what would happen, caused the 
depression. Indeed, I had once determined 
not togo; ^id fortunate had it been for me, 
had I adhered to that resolution; but the 
temptation was too great. I went; änd re- 
tunied-~a beggar-~ibr Lovegatc had won the 
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whole of my fortune that remained! OI^ 
God ! how can I describe to you what I then 
feit! Conscience; which, in prosperity, I had 
found means to lull, now roused, held up to 
my view the mirror of my past conduct, from 
which I vainly attempted to escape. How« 
ever, through the goodne$s of providence, I 
soon feit happier in the dawnings of repent- 
ance, than I had before done in all the intoxi- 
cating scenes of dissipation. But I had still 
an arduous task to perform ; one that required 
much more fortitude than I conld boast of; 
but I knew that one day or other it must be ^' 
performed, and therefore — ^but — -you anticd- 
pate what it was !" looking feelingly at Fre» 
derick, whose emotions plainly evinced that 
he did. 

*^ Yes,** continued Singkton^ ^^ I see it 
dearly. Spare me then the distressing reci^ 
tal { Emily recei ved the shock with wonderful 
composurel Sweet, amiable girll ^he thought 
not of herseif; she thought only of her ruined 
brother. _ Oh ! if the world would but follow 
her example in forbearance, höw many hfiaste 
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WMdd cease to bleed! As fcn-myseU, it seemsi 
Iwas not yet efiectually cared: forhope still 
flatteted me that if I coukl contrive to keep 
up appearances a little longer, I might, per« 
Chance, redeem my losses. With that, I 
again sought the Company of my former as« 
sociates; again stifled the abtnuling sigh. 
But ah ! how difierent was my reception ! I 
was no longer the lively^ pleasant fellow, 
wfaom once they knewi no; — ^for I had now 
Ho fortone to exeite their flattery. The mist 
was dispelled ; I began to see them in their 
true light — and soon found, tfiat I was consi- 
dered only as an intruder in their society. 
At first I was at a loss to aocount for their 
altered conduct, for I thought better of hu« 
man nature than to sappose that any of its 
species could spum the wretch who had fallen 
a pr^ to ^eir delusions. It frets me even 
now to think that I had cause to be un- 
deceived. Bot«--no matter— I disdained to 
complain of my ii^uries, for that I knew 
woudd be ooly gratifying their vanity; and 
^dk^ tlMt my fiMdcied friends were only 
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treacherovis enemies^ I gave my opinioni 
ipore freely I the mask was dropped :— they 
had ruined me efi^ually: — ^I had nothing 
more to lose, npr they to win. Thus, we were 
$iore independent of each other^ if I may so 
call it, than we had ever yet been; and as their 
conduct became daily more dictating, mine 
evinced a greater determination to resent it. 
My poor Emily had, iil the mean time, for- 
tun^teiy succeeded in obtaining a Situation as 
governess in the family of La4y C-— wh^re^ 
until lately, she has lived evei* since. About 
this time I met you at one pf._Lovegate'$ 
dinner partfes, (for I was not yet tptally ex- 
cludßd;) and from yourmanner, salvat onoe 
that you did .not belang to Üi^r set- — it there- 
fore Struck n» that you, like me, had been 
decoyed to be^made th^iif dypet However, I 
was.resolved, if ^possible, tp preventil; and 
intended afterwards to; put ypu upon your 
guai:d* But when I found theyi^ttempted to 
make you their butt also^vJ could not avoid 
pressing my • t'esentment, whi^^ you may 
räx)llect9 drew upon me the oonoentrated 
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afttacks'of the Whole party ; but they .were too 
weak to haye -any effect. . It did not require 
much foftitude to withstand them. With 
yoa they were more. determined. In fact, 
they would not suffer yQu to go until they 
had compelled you to accept of Xord Stiif« 
head^s challenge« I was not so intoxicated 
at the time as to be Ignorant o£ what passed^ 
nor so lost to feeling, as to see you wronged, 
Ivithout determining to espouse your cause. 
Por that purpose, I leamed you residence; 
and the nejtt mCxming wait^ pn you to ofTer 
my assistanoe. You aoDspted it; and I left 
you only as I thought tomMrepare -myself for 
the Office I was so soon to undertake. Judge 
theii ofmy suiprise^ whet)^ I fouiid myself 
seized nötfiftyyards ftötnyoiär döotf by two 
bailiffs, at the suit of Loyegäte/^ ibr two 
hundred pounds, whiäh was the som^he had 
nobly leht the man whom he had ^fepri ved of 
fourteen thous^d. - It was dseie^ to make 
any oppositii^. I khew Ihad not the money 
reqvusite todischaige the debt; and I knew 
aiso^ thät I had ,no Inends who would advance 
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it forme. I therefore sufiered myöelf to be 
taken to prisön. And perhaps^ my chief re-^ 
gret was, that I now oould not see justice dcHie 
you ; for, from knowing the character of your 
antagonist, I was apprehoisive that he would 
take every advantage« How to obviate that 
I knew not, until at length, I determined to 
write to Mr, Elsdale, whose residence I soon 
learned from my fellow prisoners, many of 
whom were greatly indebted to him. Tho 
event justified my expectations« The next 
day he calkd upon me; and not <Hily satisfied 
me with respect to the affair of the duel, bat 
with unpäraUded generosity discharged my 
debt; andgave me a commission in the army ; 
as a faint recompeme, he told me, for the 
Service I had rendered him* At the same 
tiine observmg, that had he not heard the 
particulajrs from me ci the. evept that gave 
lise to thechallenge, he should not have acted 
in the maiiner he had; for, he said, he 
thought, ther^e were instanceft whidi made it 
absolutely necessary for a man to vindicate 
lus honor; but^ in the presea^** resunied h^ 
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^' iionor is out of the question; for that' 
can never sufter from the accusation of fools • 
and knaves; it rests on too solid a foundation» 
Such/* he added^ " was yours. Before he left • 
me, he made me promise that I would join 
my regiment, which, he said, was then quar- 
fcered at Jersey, witliout seeing or writing to 
you. In two days after, I set off. 

He then rdated the manner of his meet- 
ing with his sister in Scotland, to which 
country his regiment had been lately stati- 
oned; as, also, his meeting with Lovegate- 
on the road; and of his having seen Emily 
reinstated in her Situation in Lady C— !a 
femily.*' 

He then contlnued, " To give me fijrther 
uneasiness, my friend who accompanied us 
from Scotland, and who is much younger* 
than myself, imagines that he is in love with' 
Emily, who, I am fearfiil, though, I know/ 
she has given him no encouragement hither- 
to, views him not with indifference. His 
passion he has disclosed to me, and by so 
doing, obliged me, though muchagainst my 
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mdination, to refuse my sanction to his 
dddresses; for I have too gr^t a friendship 
for 'him, and respect for myself^ to take ad- 
vantage of his passion by consenting to bis 
marriage with my sister in her present cir- 
cumstances. The World shall never accuse 
me of that, 1 am determined. Had I a 
fortune indeed to give Emily, only, in a de- 
gree, ^ual to Sedley*s, I then would not 
withhold my consent to their union ; but, as 
it is — she shall never be his, if I can help it. 
1 have expostulated with him, but in vain: 
his passion blinds his reason ; and he accuses 
mey whpm, he teils me, he considered as his 
first friend, of frustrating the dearest wish 
c£ his soul. It grieves me, I confess, to 
äct täie part I now do ; but honor requires it 
of me. Thus situated, I stand at present; 
i have hothing further to add. You now 
knovf the history of my unfortimate, though, 
certainly, imprudent life ! It gives you an 
idea of the numberless artifices that are prac- 
lifled tpoa yoüng men of fortune in order to 
cnticefbem into scenes of dissipation; and 
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trom me let them take Waming, that, if they 
tuffet themselves to be seduced^ happy may 
they think themselves^ if« like me« they be 
not utterly ruined. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



1 HE instant that Singleton oeased speak- 
ing, Frederick took his band, and faintly told 
him, (for he was too distressed to speak 
plainly,) that his history had bound every 
honest man to become his friend;. as, it Was 
evident, that he had been more unfortunate 
than guilty. And with that, he begged, ever 
after, that he might be deemed not the least 
öf his friends. Singleton, touched by his 
manner, assüred him, that he should valuö 
his friendship highly. Thus a similarity of 
condition^ frequently forms the chain of 
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/riendship whidi death can alone sever. So 
it was with these two young men. Frederick, 
from having heard Singleton's history, knew 
that he, like himself, had been unfortunate, 
and feit that such should assist each other in 
their various struggles through Kfe. While 
Singleton häd reason to conclude that Fre- 
deriek could not be ranked as one of for- 
tune's first favourites. Thus their situations 
were not very dissimilar. Exclusi ve of which, 
there was such a nobleness of soul depicted 
in Frederick's countenance, as few could 
witness without being interested in his favor. 
For, it is certainly true, that, in the world, a 
prepossessing appearance frequently gains 
friends, where merit only might have failed; 
though it be the latter that retain them* 

As Mr. Elsdale.observed to Frederick, the 
eloud which was for a length of time sus- 
pended over him, seemed now happily to have 
past by; though he still often sighed when 
he reflected that his parents were no more, 
and the difficulty he should liave to prove to 
tlie World his claims on their estate. For, 
.he was aware, that it seemed so improbable 

£3 
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that he should be the heir of the house of 
Harcourt, that he was fearful his pretensiorui 
thereto would only be derided. He was re- 
solved however the first opportunity to consult 
with liis friends on the best measures tö be 
adopted. In the course of a short time, the 
wished for opportunity presented itself. One 
morning Mr. Elsdale called upon hicn at hkK 
lodgings^ and^ as usual^ staid an hour or two« 
jDuring which, Frederick told him he had 
^m^hing of the utmost impoitanoe to dtd* 
dose^ and that he should request his advice 
thereon* The good man, much surjwised at 
his jserious manner^ ^omised to do all he 
could tp serve him, and begged to know what 
it was about wbüch his advice was to beasked^ 
Frederick then said, *^ From the kindness 
i^hich I have hitberto experienced from my 
good friend, I am induced to bope that you 
interest yourself in whatever concerns me; 
and therefore, I shall not apolo^ze for treu- 
.bling you on the present occasion. The 
subject to wliich I nöw beg your attention^ 
16, to me, most interesting; for it concerns 
th« authors cf my bciog. HitbertOj^ yöu have 
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Inown me only as the object of my Lord 
Gaiiisford's bounty; my birth has been in- 
volved in mystery ; which is now happily elu- 
cidated, I .'* 

" You surprise me greallyT interrupted 
Mr. Elsdale; '^ why how! — in what manner 
did you discover it ?'* 

** You sball hear;" retumed Frederick^ 
^* but first allow me to show you the miniature 
of my mother ; perhaps you may trace in it n 
likeness of myself!** 

He then took the miniature firom his poo- 
ket, and gave it Mr. Elsdale, who, the instant 
he glanced his eye over it, started up from 
his chair, änd dasping his hands together 
in the utmost phrensy, feintly articulated^ 
*^ Great God! it is — it is roy LouisaT and 
sunk overpowered upon a chair . While Frede - 
rick, all amazement, had not the power to 
utter a syllable. A thousand confused ideas. 
rushed upon his mind — ^^ Mercifnl powersT 
Said he involuntarily, " if it should be so]—-, 
and yet — no — ^no — itcannot, 'tis impossible.*^ 

Mr. Elsdale had now, in some measure^ 
lecovered himself ; and fixing his eyes eaggrly 
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'on the picture, cried, " Gracious providence ! 
rny Louisa! my life — my all t hat's dear! Oh! 
But teil me Frederick," wiping the tears from 
his eyes, " how came you by this!" 
] • Frederick then told him all the particulars 
he had heard respecting his birth; and that 
the miniature had been given him by Mar* 
gery. During his recital, Mr.^ Elsdale*s 
emotions were inconceivably great; he had 
scarce concluded, before this tried friend cried 
out, ^^ My son — my son ! my poor lost Fre- 
derick !" when he againbecame overpowered, 
Frederick, was now convinced that it was 
his father whom he saw before him, and, in 
all probability, the discovery would have been 
too much for his feelings also, had not the 
scene before him diverted their poignancy. 
When the too happy fäther again opened his 
eyes, it was to fix them on that son who he 
had been led to suppose, died in his infancy. 
Bat now to find him after so many years had 
intervened between the time of his supposed 
death, and the present moment, was bliss 
almost too great l naturecould scarcely sustain 
it. Oh I with what rapture did he clasp him 
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in his arms! dvvell, with silent ecstacy, on 
every feature! and trace, in every look, the 
likeness of his never to be forgotten Louisa! 
While, as for Frederick — ^but what words 
can do justice to his feelings ? to the transports 
that heaved his breast? none — ^then let it be 
only observed that lie had always feit for Mr. 
Ekdale the wärmest esteem and gratitude, as 
indeed the good man's conduct to liim richly 
merited; and perhaps^ couldhe have chosen 
a father> Mr. Elsdale would have been the 
object of his choiee*. But that he should be 
his father seeined so inexplicable, that he 
hardly ventured to indulge the rapturous idea. 
In the midst of liis rcflections, Mr. Elsdale 
suddenly caught hold of him, and looking 
tenderly in his faccj inquired if he had not a 
red mark upon his left arm i 

Frederick having answered in the affirma- 
tive, he continued, ^^ Ay^ the same that you 
had when a child. Your poor mother and I, 
. I can well recoUect^ were Walking together,. 
one fine summer's evening in the garden, 
when. forgetting her Situation, I gatliered 
some strawberries and threw on<? at her. It 
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feil upon her feft arm ; and, stränge as it may 
ceem, at your birth, you h^d a red mark on 
yours exactly in the same place vvhich she had 
onhers.** 

He then proceeded to unravel the mysferjr 
that appeared to envelop himself and family ; 
and corroborated old Margery's account of 
his being abroad at the time he received the 
intelligence of his Louisa's death. *^ Not 
ibur months after/* continued he, *^ I heard 
that you were dead also. What was then 
the World to fne? Of what value thfe richesi 
tvas accumulating, if those, whom I most 
loved, were lost to me for ever } The anguish 
I feiton the occasion brought on a dangeroüs 
illness, which, I hoped, would soon release 
me from my sufFerings ; b«t providence 
thought fit to ordain it otherwise : — contrary 
to the opinion of my physician, I recovered ; 
but being disgusted with every thmg that 
tended to remind me of the loss I had sus- 
tained, I determined to travel, in hopes, in 
«ome degree^ to divert my attention. Vain 
was the idea! i travelled '^tis true; but I left 
Bot my inquietttde behind. During my ab- 
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fence, I intrusted thecare of my plantations 
to a planter, on whose infegrity Icould rely. 
After Visiting difterent countrieF, I, atlast^ 
mustered up lesolution to retum to my nativc 
one. Upon my arrival, I stroUed from onc 
place to another, and, by chance, met wth 
my pretty cottage at the village of M — with 
which I was so well pleased, that I have since 
regularly visited it every summer. After I 
had retumed to England nearly eight years, 
another misfortune occurred to me in the 
death of my brother, who had been a. Lieu- 
tenant in the navy. He left an only child 
then about tvvelve years old to my protection. 
! acceptcd the charge with zeal, and have ever 
since considercd Harriet as my own. She 
has had an excellent education, afid, I believe, 
is as accomplished as most girls. I forgot to 
mention, before my brother died, I ventured 
to the spot wherc, some few years ago, I hacj 
left my Louisa and you in perfect health. 
The estate which belonged to the .yenerable 
lodge, I had ordered to be kt, arid through 
the medium of my Steward, (whom lenjoined 
to secrecy,) received the rents as Mr. Ekdale 
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the next heir. This was the more easily e£r 
fected, as^ exciusive of mine, the family 
name was extinct. Thus were the villagers 
cpmpletely deceived, and continue so to this 
day, The reason which induced me to take 
this extraordinary step was this. I knew if I 
appeared again amongst my old friends under 
my own name, their kind attentions, and 
arÜess expressions of concern, would only 
open my wounds afresh ; and» God knows, 
they were then by no means closed. Fortu- 
nate was it for me that I took that precaution, 
for, when in disguise^ I once more saw those 
well remembered scenes, my feelings were 
such as made me resolve never to see thera 
again. . In fact, every thing around me, re- 
minded me of happier days, when I lived onjy 
in my Louisa and you. 

These reflections, however^during my §hort 
stay at the lodge, did not prevent me from 
perceiving its evident decay, which did uot 
surprise me; as I remembered to have heard 
my Steward say, that after your supposed 
death, it had never been inhabited. For> 
tiiough, on receiving my Orders, theestate 
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TV'hich belonged to it, was Ict in lots to the 
difFeröit cottagers, not one of them could 
be prevailed upon to live in the lodge, partly, 
as I have since been tokl^ from their reluc- 
tance to take up their abode where my Louisa 
formerly lived ; as well as, from their super- 
stitious fears. So that, I suppose by this 
time, it is a mass of ruins. It may pcrhaps 
surprise you that I did not repair itl but I 
knew it would cost infinitdy more than it 
was worth, and, that, even then, it could not 
stand many years longer : and, as I supposed 
it would never again be inliabited^ I thought 
it would be incurring only a needless exix3nse. 
Again, I considered its falling State as en>- 
blematical of the loss I had siistained in my 
Louisa and you. A few short years since, 
thought I, only have passed away, when my 
loves were its inhabitants i. — they are now 
gone; and the lodge, as if from grief at its 
loss, every day approaches nearer to its falL 
But now, since, tbrough the infinite good- 
ness of providence, I have thus miraculously 
discovered that the child whom I supposed,, 
long since, dead, is alive, and regtored to me;^ 
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the old building shall be instantly repaired ta 
wefcome in you its heir. We will together 
Visit it every summer, and dwell on those 
scenes whicli were the favourites of thy rao- 
ther. For the present, I must go amd indulge 
the feelings of my heart, in privacy.** 

He then left Fi*ederick, who could not bat 
reflect on the difFerence that a few short hour» 
had made. From concluding that liis parents 
were no more, he had deepty regretted that 
he could never receiV« a father's counsel, or, 
a mother's blessing. To the goodness of 
strangers he was indebted perhaps for his lifet 
certainly, for every thing that rendered life 
desirabk. To them therefore, his wärmest 
gratitude was due. But still he feit not 
those emotions, which the ties of kindred 
naturally inspiref no: — a void still remainedf 
in his breast ; which was now happily filfed up» 
Thus he had not scarcely a wish ungratifiedy 
except^ indeed, that his mother could witncaar 
his present joy^ 



VIRTUE AND VICE. 87 



CHAPTER IX, 



W HEN it was inown that Frederick wa» 
Mr. £lsdale*s son, the astonishment of all 

■ 

was great ; it afForded, however, bis real friends 
the most heartfelt pleasure; amongst whom, 
it would be unjust not to mention Mary.. 
Harriet too participated in tbe general sa- 
tisfaction, tbougb sbe knew tbat sbe was now 
no longer her uncle's heir. Bat to her credit^ 
be it Said, sbe was superior to the considera- 
tion. 

We will now, for a moment, recall otnr 
attention tg the young man whom we left 



88 VIRTUE AND VICE. 

with Singleton and his sister at an inn, oti 
their way to Town. As Singleton observed 
to Frederick, he soon began to find that the 
Captain's request to accompany them to Town 
was not altogether the result o{ ß'iendsJup; 
and, as he possessed the strictcst ideas of ho- 
nor, he regretted that he had not declined 
his friend's proposa! ; for he knew enough of 
the World, not to be convineed, that were he 
to sanction Sedley's addresses to Emily, he 
would be accused of the base Intention of 
having drawn the young man in. Besides^ 
he had too much pride to give his sister a 
:beggar to the arms of any man,, particularfy 
«to his friend's. These considerations caused 
him to witness with paiu the partiality that 
Avas but too appareat between them, and, dis- 
tressingas itwas,. he resolved the first oppor- 
tunrty, to separate them. Accordingly, when 
they arrived in Town, be waited upon. Lady 
C — in. whose family,. it may be recollected, 
his sister had lived as governess, and explained 
her Ladyship the reason of her absence; for 
though Lady C— had taken every means to 
find aut where Emily was, she had never beea 
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able to gain any intelligence» She hiid, nc- 
vertheless, so high an opinion of her prudence, 
and was so well satisfied with Singleton*s ex- 
pknation, that she instantly repiaced her in 
her Situation. After that, Singleton met his 
-friend as usual; but the coolness with which 
he had treated him, seemed now to be trans- 
ferred to Sedley, who could no longer conceal 
his vexation. 

^* I presume,*" said he, one day, as they met 
at their hotd, " I have unintentionally of* 
fended you ; or, am no longer deemed worthy 
of your friendship ; or, surely, you would not 
have taken the steps you have done with res- 
pect to yom* sister." 

. ^^ No, there you wrong me;" retumeS 
Singleton; ^^ my sentiments of you are the 
same as they always were, but .** 

^* Pshaw r interrupted Sedley pettishly; 
^^ You know Singleton I always looked upon 
you as roy friend!" 

" And so I am your friend ;'* interrupted 
the other; ^* or I should never wish to pre- 
yent you from marrying a girl without a six- 
pencc.'* 






90 VIRTÜE AND VICE. 

*^ That proof of your friendship^** hastily 
returned Sedley^ ^^ coiäld have been dispensed 
with;* 

Singleton. — ^^ I suppose you thiok so now 
•— but you nftight not always. When the pa&- 
sions of a man are heated^ he sekkm thinks 
that theywiU ever cool.** 

I am not disposed,** rejoined Sedleyv 

to argue that point with you. I only teil 
you again^ wl^at I have often told you before^ 
that unless you sanction roy addresees.to your 
ßister, (and on no other condition will she 
listen to me^) you stand between me and 
happiness.** 

" That/' returned Singleton, " you kiK)W 
is not very pleasant to me, and nothing but 
the consciousness that I am adhering to the 
dictates of honor, could induee me to act as 
J now do. But allovv me the pri vilege wiuch 
a few short years more experience in the world, 
than your own, gives me, and I hope to con- 
vince you, thatmy presentconduct, howeveK 
contrary to yourwishes, ought not to deprive 
me of your esteem. I know, at your time 
of life, the passions are strong; the hear^ 
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iender arul sitsceptlblc ; an impression is casily 
made upon it: — ^you think it can never bc 
eflaced ; and rashly unite yourself to the wo- 
man^who^ you imagine, has enslaved it: when> 
in reolity^ the impreseion is liable to be effaced 
by every new obgect that you raay hereafter 
meet with« To such hasty manisges as these^ 
may be ascribed Üist mutual indifferenc^ 
whidi 18 but too frequently to be met with iu 
the wedded State.** 

*^ ReaHy,** cried Sedley, yawning, ^* you 
possess such powers of oratory, that, ^tis a pity, 
they are not exercised in tlie Service o£ the. 
public*** 

^^ At present,** retumed Singletoo^ ^^ I am 
content to exercise them in the Service of my 
iriend«. But eome — ^let*s have done with this. 
tx^nversation. It can answer no purpose, white 
each of us seems determined to adhere to his 
own opinion." 

" Tnief. Said Sedley, ^ and therefore, «• ;. 
you «ay, the sooner we have done with if, 
the better. For, I confess to you, your ideas, 
of honor -are too strained ever to contributa 
to you^/M;»^ or toyourjfrfe/zrfVhappinessJ* 
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" Certainly," returned Singleton^ ** if 
either I, or, my friend, confine our ideas of 
happiness withiii the narrow bounds of pas- 
ßion. However, to convince yoii, if you are 
not already convinced, that yöur happiness is 
not of the littk consequence to me you Jiave 
just now insinuated, I here give you my word, 
that, if, at the expiration of thiree years, you 
still re^rd Emily, I will no longer withhold 
my sanction/' perceiving Sedley stare^ " N^> 
man, you will then be young enoüghto iose 
your liberty." 

With this Sedley was obliged to be con- 
tent ; though he could not divest hinjself of a 
little reserve in his behavioUr to his frfend^ 
however he might secretly admire his exalted 
seatiments. Emily, too, perhaps, was not 
much better pleased with her brother's scru- 
pulous delicacy, though she kept it more to 
herseif. But, as he was the nearest relation 
she had on earth, and had always treated her 
with the utmost kindness, she was resolved 
nevcr to act contrary to his wishes, though 
she might deem the sacrifice great. Besides, 
ßh^ thought, if she paid no attention to bis 
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advice^ it would be indircctly reflecting upon 
his former conduct: So that vvhen slie found 
he was averse to her receiving Sedley's ad- 
dresses^ she was very reserved in her behavi- 
our to that young man. As for the wretch 
\vho was the cause of her acqiiaintance with 
bim, he, from the time that he had escaped 
from her brother, as has been alread} observcd, 
madethe best of his wayto the nearest sea- 
pprt, where he contrived to take his passage 
on board a Foreign vessel, which, in two daya 
after, left the country. But more of him 
hereafter. We have, at present, more inte- 
resting objeets to engage our attention; to 
whom^ with my reader's permission, we will 
return. » * 

When the ästonishmcnt re^cting Frede - 
rick's discovery of his birth, had, in some 
measure, ceased, the spring of the year had 
just begun to enliven the fiace of nature. 
One evening^ as Mr. Harcourt, (now no 
longer Eliadale,) Erederick, and the two young 
ladies weot to spend the evening at my Lord 
Grainsford's; the discourse accidentally turned 
lipon Mri^HfimitA^ whd had been apprized of^ 
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the discovery that had btely been eSecfed, 
exkd whose sorprise and pleasore therewith 
were certaiiiiy not inferior to their. own«. 

^^ Axid Edward too^** exdaimed Mr. Har« 
tsourt^ ^' tviU not be a little pleased I know^ 
for Fred waö alway» a great &vourite of his.** 

Scarcely had he pronönnoed these words^ 
before the drawing room door opened^ and 
a servant entered, who delivered a note to 
Lord Gainsford, which his Lordship having 
opened, thus read aloud: 

'^ Edward Howard presents his respectful 
compts to Lord Gainsford, informs him that 
he is just arrived in Town, and is anxious to- 
pay his respects to his Lordship aiui family« 
He is no less so to see his dear Mary." 

Almost before his Lordship had read thisr 
note, Edward, whö had been waiting below, 
entered the drawing room. ITie seene that 
followed, beggars descriptiöiii, , The surprise 
~ithe }oy of all,, was expressed much better 
by looks, tbah by words^^^-^^iid, as £or Mary^ 
the instant^ she aaw her brother eptter^ she 
uttered a loud shneky&ndhmninguptofatH)^ 
tmik intohis anAs. H^ ouJIuApart^iiri&cmedL 
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litüe less affected^ as he pressed the oveijoyed 
^rl to his bosom. His friefid Mr. Harcourt 
he appearea likewise extremely happy to see 
again, as also Lord G's family ; but to Frede* 
rick, he wore an air of reserve. This coirid 
not but be perceived by all present, who at- 
tributed it to the misunderstanding that he 
supposed subsisted between Frederick and his 
ästen It afterwards appeared that they were 
right kl their conjectures; for, though his 
fdther had informed him of the discovery of 
Frederick's birth, he knew nothing himself . 
of the reconciliation that had been brought 
about between Frederick and his daughter; 
and, of course, as he had never heard from 
the former, since he had left the village, he 
concluded that their aequaintance was broke 
ofF. Now, as he could not but see the par* 
tiality which his daughter entertained for 
Prederick, he knew that it was not on her 
account; so that, he mentioned FreJderick to 
his son as seldom as possible. This sorprised 
Edward greatly, as he had before always heard. 
his &ther speak in the highest terms o( Fr^ 
derick; and induced him to >conclude that the 
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latter^^s conduct had undergone a maferial 
change. However, as he found the subject 
disagreeable, he forbore to press it; though 
he feit, that if he met with Frederick inTown, 
it would be impossiblc to treat him with the 
same cordiality as he hadbeen aceustomed to 
do, From former circumstances, as before 
observed, his friends conjectured the reason, 
as did Mary; who to convince him that she 
deemed Frederick still worthy of her regard, 
in the most winning manner took his band, 
^nd, joining it to her brother's, expressed a 
hope that a few months absence had not al- 
tered their sentiments for each other. Ed- 
ward looked surprised, and softened his 
features immediately; for he knew his sister 
too well to sijppose, for an instant, that she 
would give her band to any man who did not 
deserve her heart. Frederick's features also 
relaxed, for he guessed the reason of the sud- 
den alteration in Edward's manner, and, in his 
turn, became less distant. Thus, bydegrees, 
goodhumourprevailedthroughout; and Mr. 
Harcojurt and his party departed not until a 
late hour«, . 
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CHAPTER X. 



As Mr. Harcourt would iK>t hear of Mary^^ 
retum to Lord Gainsford's while she remain- 
ed in Towii, it was agreed amongst thetn, 
that, as the summer advahced^ they should 
all go into the countiy together, where Mr. 
Harcourt should^ on the part of Lord Gains- 
ford's family, in consideration of their permit- 
ting Mary to continue during the remainder 
of the winter at his house^ use his influence 
with her &ther to permit her to spend a great 
part of the season at Hatton Grove; he him • 
seif intending to spend the ensuing summer 
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at the village of M — ^ while the lodge was 
repairing. It must not, however, be omitted 
to be mentioned, that Caroline Gainsford had 
spent a considerable portion of her time with 
her tvvo friends at Mr. Harcourt's. 

Scarcely had Edward been in Town a day, 
before he found Frederick the same unafFected 
character he had known at the village; and, 
in every respect, as worthy of bis friendship. 
From observing also the perfect good under- 
Standing which subsisted between him and 
his sister, he concluded that bis father had 
been led jnto an error respecting him. He 
thought, at first, he would inquire of Mary 
if she could in any way accQunt for it; but, 
on reilection^ he did not apprehend that he 
Bhould gain much Information from tliat 
quarter; as, he conceived, wliatever might 
have been Frederick's faults, it was not likely 
that she would disclose them ; though he 
concluded that they had not been great, or 
she would never encourage his addresses. At 
le^th he determiued to question Lord Gainsr 
ford thereon; but, befoi;^ he had an pppor- 
tunity,. Fr^ederick had.coo[ie to the resc^utioii 
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of telUng him liimfielf eveiy thing that had 
tianspired during bis absence; judging it aa 
the only way to establish former confidenoe. 
With tbis inteat, a few days after Edu-ard 
arrimed in Town, he introduced the siibjcct in 
a seemis^ accidental manner; and, with bis ' 
osual candor, oelated every particidar. Du- 
ring vrhkta recital, he was extremely bappy to 
find that bis wishes were not dis^pointed ; 
for, hö öbMrved, Edward seemed Struck with 
bis ingaiuoofineasy and highly satisfied with 
bis past oonduct. In faot, Edward now saw 
at once the reaaon his father had so slightly 
nueationed Frederick, and which^ in the most 
delicate manner possible, he binted ; at the 
same time, maktng every allowance for big 
friend's Omission in not fulfilling his promise 
in writing. Frederick confessed bis error^ 
but dedared that bis Omission proceeded from 
the perplexed State, of his mind, and not from 
any intentional disrespect to Mr. Howard, 
liius by his candid behaviour^ every suspicion 
was dissipated, and hisend obtained. 

Edward anxigus to convinoe Frederick that 
no htentispaxkaf suspicion remained^ a short 

F 2 
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time after this explanation^ requested his pro- 
fessional assistance in a concem which, he 
told him^ would shortly undergo a legal in- 
vestigation« The particulars of which, having 
apologized for being partly obliged to intro* 
ducehimself^ hethus slated: ^^ About three 
months ago, as our army in Flanders gave 
the enemy battle, I jeceived a wound which 
compelled me to quit the field. I was carried 
to a tent where I had every attention pafd me 
that the näture of i;ny wound required. 
Notwithstanding, a month or two elapsed, 
before I could venture to walk^ and, even 
ihen^ I foiind myself extremely weak. - Dii- 
ring my confin^nent, my friend and pätron, 
General Holcroft, behaved very kind to me, 
and as I göt better, insisted that I should 
have the use of one of his horses, as he 
thought the exercise of riding might be of 
Service. Accordingly, I frequently ipde an 
hour or two before dinner. In one of these 
my excursions, when about six miles £rom 
our camp, a sudden dizziness came över m^ 
and I feil from my horse. How long I 
«eauuned in that state^ I know-notj butwboD 
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I recovered, I had just strength enoi^h to 
^walk to a neat little cottage, which was 
scarcely . twenty yards off^ and intreat per- 
mission of its inhabitants to rest there awhile. 
My horse^ in the mean time^ was gone. An 
aged woman servant came to the door^ and 
seeing me walk with düficulty, assisted me in 
as well aa she could. I was instantly put to 
bedy and received the tenderest treatment 
from the one^ wlio^ I afterwards leamed, 
was the mistress of the cottage; as^ also^ 
fröm a lady, who had boarded there for some 
time. For several days I was confined to my 
room^ but the instant I feit rather better^ I 
reqüested my kind hostess to procure a pea^- 
' sai^ty if possible^ to take a note to General 
Holcroft^ who, I was fearful, might appre- 
hend I was fallen into the hands of the enemy^ 
qr a thousand things. With much difficulty 
a peasant was found, who undertook to 
deliver roy note safe. Tne same day, he 
jretumed^ bringing with him an answer from 
the General himself^ who r^retted that he 
had not leisure to come and see me, as, he 
Mid^.tbey were every momentexpecting an 

p 3 
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attack. Ät the same time he admonished 
me to take the greatest care of myself* The 
receipt of this note made me much easier; 
and in a week of two, I was once more en»- 
bled to walk about a little. I still, however, 
feit so extremely languid as to be utterly 
incapable of joining my regiment. Thi» 
vexed me more than I shall attempt to express. 
During my illness, the lady I have alludedto^ 
and my hostess, were almost continuaUy at 
my bed side; the former of.whom, in- my 
State of eonvalescence, contributed^ by her 
agreeable society, to make the hours pasrs 
away less tediously. The more I conrersed 
with her, the möre amiaBlel found her. She 
seemed to be about five and forty; oi? a pale 
complexion; with the most interesting fed« 
tores; rendered,perhaps, themoreso, by being 
tinged with melancholy. Whether it was 
from the sense I entertaiiied öf her goodness 
to .me, or from any other cause, I canndt 
pretend to say ; but, certain it is, I tried every 
expedient to enliven her spirits; and, in 
hopes to amuse her, told her the history of 
myself and &mily, She seemed pai4icularly 
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istruck when I mentioned my name, and 
having asked me several questions relative to 
tny father, burst into tears, exclaiming^ in 
her youth, sbc had known him well. ^^ And 
he,** Said she, " will remember tlie name of 
Egerton; fpr we were once as brother and 
«ister. Happy am I that I have had it in my 
power to serve a son of his. Mention the 
eircumstance,"' continued she^ ^ of your 
having found me in a vemote cottage in Fiai^ 
ders^ and mark the surprise that v[\]\ be de- 
pcted- on his countenanoe.** 

I promised her that her request shoidd be 
complied with, but ventured to express a hop6 
that sbe would rely on the honor of her 
^iend*i»son9 and sufFer him to escort her to 
JBnglaiid ; for, I conjectured, some stränge (9^ 
tality, which I hoped might exist no longer^ 
had caused her to absent herseif from her 
native country. N^ver shall I forget the löok 
ehe then gave me ! it was at once, expressive 
of despair — gratitude — and a thousand other 
emötions, to me, perfectly undcfinable. Fear- 
fül that I had been unintentfonariy imprudent 
in my request, I began toapdogize; bbtshfi 

F 4 
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Waved her hand as i£ she widied me to drop 
thesübject; aiid sighing deeply, lefttheroom 
withoüt uttering a sylkble. Some little time 
thus -passed on with increased attCHtions on 
my part, and, suddenly, a happier manner 
on hers. She conversed now much more 
cheerfülly, and almost always about England» 
That was a theme which never failed to enli«> 
ven hen -One moming as we were conversing 
with. more than usual energy, Greneml Hol* 
croft calied, as he Said, to see how bis young 
friend went on. You may suppbise, Tcould 
not but feel grateful for bis repeatedv acts of 
kindness to me, and retumed himmy wannr 
est acknowledgments. But he pres«itly si- 
lenced me, by saying, that if I really thought 
myself indebted to him^ I had; in his^c^hion, 
laken the wrcHigest method imaginable to 
cahoel the Obligation. " Howeyer,** cohti- 
nued he,: " to ' chahge the subjecL I shaU 
liave occasion. shortly to send despatches to 
England; and as you are utterly incapableof 
resumingyour Station in the army, I think you 
may as well acpompany the officer to whose 
cäre I shall confide them. Hey! what say 
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.joui"* As I. knew I could be of no Service if 
I jremained^ I reluctantly acceeded to the 
pröposal. 

Ithen once more oflfered my Services to my 
kind countrywoman in seeing her safe to my 
&ther^8 residence; and^ to my satisfaction, 
after a little hesitation, she accepted of them. 
The day before we set sail^ she told me^ with 

rmvich difficulty, that she had been grossly 

. treated by the pretended friend of her hus- 
band; and that^ oneday^ or other^ I might hear 
thä particulars of her mihappy life. ^^ For 

. the present,** continued she, " I can only say 
that owing to circumstances which you may 
hereafler know, 1 have been prevented from 
returning to England to take possession of 
my late husband's estates, which^ I hear, are 
now enjoyed by the next heir; so tliat I can 
recoverthem only by going to law; and, un- 
less I am furnished with the means to carry 
Ihe law suit on,^ it will, in course„ be useless to 
begin it.** 

I here ventured to promise her that she 
should receive every assistance from my father ; 

. tnd begged her to make herseif easy on that 

F 5 
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head. The next day we took an afiectionate 
leave of ounhonest hostess, and having reacb- 
ed the ship^ after a pleasant sail^ arrived in 
England. We then hastened to the village 
of M-^— ^ vhere I staid only to witness the 
movmg scene hetween Mrs. Egerton and my 
father at their meeting. Indeed^ he^ at first, 
oould scarcely believe it was his former play* 
mate whom I introduced to him; but, on 
being convinced that it was no other, and 
hearing that part of her history iiiiiicb sfae 
had disdosed to me, he charged me, ay I set 
off for Town^ to consult men of the first 
abtHties on her case. Now there is no ode 
that I should so mnch wish to retaan in her 
behaif aä yöurself ; and^ as you intenid to go 
with Mr. Harcourt into the country diort«^ 

*^ I understand you, my good sirr inter- 
' rupted Frederick ; '^ be assured that no one 
can be more happy to serve a friend of yonr 
father's thanmyself; there is only one thing 
that I mnst observe, and, pardon ihe, insist 
upon— which is, that of doing the best I can 
/Of ^ lady gratuitously. For we fi^u^ of 
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tiielongrob^ get enough by the imprudence 
of the rieh/ to enabl^ us ocoa^ionally to be^ 
friend the cause of the injured.'* 

:** If all in y our profe^sion werc- Kke yöu,** 
exdflumed the ddighted Edward^ <^ thcpe 
tvsduld pcrhaps be fewer Gonseiences bartered 
than therö are at present !-— However it is not 
tb«' profession that dishoyiörs ihe man^ t>ut 
the man that dishonoi« the profbssion. I 
bav« offen wondered ho^ tnen^ eminent in 
youri^ caq undertake the eimfies they fre-- 
quently do> and strenvuMsIy aiFguc against 
their own con viction !" 

" Why as to that,** returned Frederick^ 
^ there raay be several reasons assigned. la 
the first place/ men of our profession rely upon 
their abilities^ as their means of support, and^ 
as it were> write upon their breasts^ ' to be 
bought, and soIdP So that^ as in cases of 
public auction, the highest bidder^ incourse^ 
becomes the purchaser.'*^ 

« Well but still;* rejoined Edward, *^your 
profession appears in a very unamiable lightr* 

** Perbaps so ;** replied Frederick ; " buk 
too many of ua ^y little attention ta that^ 
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i^vhile we retaia jtbe power to increase oar for- 
tunes. THq pUl that is guilt seldom nauseates 
the patient.'* 

*^ Howeyer with respect to Mrs. Egerton^is 
case^"* Said Edward^ ^^ I thmk it would be as 
well to keep it as close as we can for the 
present. Don'tyouthmk solf 

" Certainly^T fepUed Frederick; « itshatt 
fest with me^ I promise youi** 

Thus terminated ja conyersation.which 
completdy reupited the frioadship of . theae 
amiable ypung men. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



JLeST any censure should be cast om Mrst 
' Egertorfs conduct, in accepting the prötecti • 
on of Mr. Howard, wemust do her the justioä 
to State, that, from being sensible of her 
delicate Situation, she remained no longer at 
that gentleman's cottage, than the tiihe re^ 
quisite to provide herseif with another in the 
same village; for, as before hinted, at present, 
she deemed it most wise, to continoe incog«> 
nito, Besides, it must be remembered, that, 
from peculiar circumstances, she had now 
been absent from England twenty years, du* 



110 VIRTÜE AND VICE. 

ring which, she reasonably supposed, that 
miany of her friends might be no more; or, 
that, if they were still living, it woiild be al- 
most impossible to find where; many of them, 
in all probability, having changed their places 
of abode. These things considered, she saw 
no great impropriety in accompanying young 
Howard to his father's house, particularly as 
he had told her that his stster Kved at home. 
As the^priog wqs now returned, Mr, Har- 
eourt and the Gainsford family began to tälk 
of going into the country, fbr the former 
made few sacrifices at the shrine of £ishion: 
änd, in a great measure, .^ra^ailtxl upoii hk. 
friendsr to adopt the same mode of condtict«. 
The favourite vill^e of M — j was^ . as. usual^ 
to be their retreat for the ferthcoming suno-» 
mer^ as they all admired the eonntry srocmd 
it Edward wrote word to his fiitfaer that he 
might e&pect them in the course q£ a fioart^ 
night; as he determined to st^ m Town^ 
untii they all went togethen It might he 
that he had bis reason for such a resolre» 
From the tttne he had arrived, he had been 
fre^qently to xny Loord GalAftford^i, wd feit 
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iiimsdf hig^y flattered by the attention» 
shown him by bis Lordship's family. Thou^ 
^veiy young to &\l in bve, or.rather, to be 
smcerely in love^ he £incied tbat in bis Lord- 
Bhipi^s daugbter, he saw the most lovely — ^tbe 
most aa^mfdished«— in Bhort, the object that 
hia inpagjination had oft depicted to be bis 
em^pttiioD through life ! But^ when he thought 
of the kniaense differenoe of their stations^ 
he eadeauroured to smother a passibn wfaich^ 
be appKfaended, coiüd never meet with the 
apipuedbätion of Caroline's parents. Thus de- 
terniiim^ to sacrifice bis own happiness rather 
thap pbaseiB it at the expense of another. 
But whep the passions are concemed, wheie 
ia 4he eaiperience which bat not proved^ that^ 
to conquer theih^ it reqatres mnch more ne* 
adution than ufiually falls to the lot of tw^esty ? 
Wfaere is theexperience which will not attest 
that the fire which is only suf^ressed, ia> 
without eonatant vigilance, in danger of burst* 
»g oat, at a fiiture time^ with tenfok) furjr? 
However tbis takes not from the merit c^ the 
attempt; therefore Edward's conduct, in tbat 
fMrticidar^ muf 1 8tiU be .deemed praisewprtbgf» 
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So far were his assiduities from being di»- 
pleasing to Caroline^ that, it is strongly to 
be suspected^ they afForded her much sati&> 
faction ; though, öf that nature. . otily,- she 
imagihed^ as belongs tofriendships, Sh6^ a£- 
terwards^ discovered her erroh .,-.Certainl^ 
Edward had sufficientattractions tQfirepösseäb 
any fair one in his favor. He YiaA hitherto 
avoided those habits of dissipation^ whidi foo 
frequently characterize a soldier*s life; for he 
hadi not forgot the early {freöept$ of ^virtuie 
\vhich his &ther had inculcated^ t^kor- the 
advice which he had since given htta; ftnd> 
therefore, his principles still rj^mained uncotl- 
taminated. Whenever . he was : que^ionol 
respecting the dangeroüs tendency of a.miU- 
tary life, his answer invariably was, " thatit 
could be so in his opinion, only to those who 
had neglected to acquire the necesaary com- 
mand of themselves«*^ He seems ta have 
reraembcred that, where there is no dißctäiy, 
thereis nQ/>raü:&; and that the man who re- 
tains his virtue simply because he has not an 
opportunity to lose it, isentitled to no merit. 
He had alway s understood that self-denial 



VIRTUE AND VICE. 113 

eonstituted the basis of virtue^ and not the 
mere absenting himself from scenes of temp- 
tation. His maxim was, " the greater the 
difficulty^ the greater the share of honor;'* 
and, most assurediy, when abroad, he had 
tdways acted up to it. So much so, indeed, 
that his general, per^eivinghisspirit, and ro- 
^ution^ had ordered him with a detachment 
under the Orders of a captain, to endeavour 
to surprise-one of the enemy's öut posts; in 
ekecuting which order, (his captain being 
killed at the onset,) he was promoted immei- 
diately« From the wound which he had sincc 
receiyed, he was now nearly recovered; 
though, at times, he still feit weak and lan-> 
guid; which, (so unaccountable is fancy,) 
made him appear particularly interesting to 
Caroline Gainsford. This charming girl had 
still preserved her heart, though the first men 
in the kingdom had long since besieged it, 
jUBongst whom, was the eldest son of my 
Lord Buttersfield, who was intimately acr 
quainted with Lord Gainsford, and who had 
ofteh expressed a wish that the £kmilies might 
be united. But, as Cärolme*s parents were 
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not disposed to fbrce their daugfater tomarry 
ligainst her inclinations^ they referred his 
Lordship to her decision. 

It so happened that just before the Gaii»* 
fords left Town, Edward met thia young man 
at their house^ and from noticing the atten^ 
tions he paid Caroline^ guessed at once, hi» 
xnotive. A sudden chihiess insbmtly stvuck 
to bis heart; his countenance tumed paJe; 
and it was with difficulty that he kqit hla seat^ 
Carolioe^ (who was. more attentive to hkm 
than to young Buttersfiekl^) obsenned the 
sudden alteration in bis countenance^ and ex • 
pressed her fears that he was unwell ! Edward, 
however, assured her that it was merely a 
weakness he feh at the moment, resuhing 
from the wound he had received. Now there 
was nothing in this but what might be very 
plausible, and, yet, stränge as it may seem^ 
it had the efffect of mantling Caroline's cheek, 
tirhich all the rhapsodies of Buttersfield had 
feiled to do. But, perhaps, it tnight be out 
of compassion. During the remainder of the 
evening, Edward tried in vain to raHy himself, 
though he feit inwardly plea$ed at the concem 
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CWdltne had manifested. From whdt 
•has been related^ Lady Gainsford^ who had 
not been an inattentive observer of what 
poGsed^ mspected the cause of Edward's emo* 
ticHi; ti^ough, fot the present^ she thougbt 
it best tD take na notice of it ; considering it 
onlf as a boyish passion which would nevdr 
-lead ta any thing serious. 

After the event just recorded> he wentless 
fiecfueaaftly to Lord Gainsford^s^ and nerer 
'Witboiat pitting on an air of resenre to Ca* 
roline; Here bis maxim was indeed put to 
the lest; the struggle was hard^ and cost bim 
dear. His eountenance was no longer the 
mdtt of a mind at peace; his manner too 
had changed; He spoke little, and when he 
-did speak, heart rending sigHs frequently pi^ 
cluded his utterance. This sudden alteration 
could not but strtke all who knew htm ; and 
amoi^st the^ redt/ the objeet that cau^d ii; 
who^ though without an atcnn of vanity ki 
hernature, from. refleeting on the eontrasl öf 
his former and pcesent behaviour, very pro- 
bably suspected, or rather hoped^ that it 
might be on her account« But tbi& she soon 
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took care to khow by employing Buck itieails 
as myfemale readers on/y areacquaintiedwith. 
And^ perhaps, when she had obtained her 
knowledge, she was not much dispossd to ao 
cuse her young admirer of presmoption^ or 
to give him any cause for uneasmess about 
the honorable Mr. Buttersfield* As,: how- 
ever^ she began to. find that the senturi^ts 
«he entertained forhim werejjot exactly those 
of a si$ter^ she^ in her tiim^ i cQuld not dive^t 
he^self of feeling muchinquietude^ ibr^' she 
hnagined that her parents would üiever listen 
to her receiving the addresses of one so ob- 
«curely bom, particularly as he had no fortuüe 
. to cpunterbalance that disadvantage«, ^^ And 
»ball :I then," would she often say to» herselC; 
** repay their kindness tp me by ^acting cö». 
trary to their will ? Forbid it heaven ! On me 
; their spie happiness depends; on me they 
;bave layishecj ,all their care; — shall I then 
basely pro ve ungratef ul ? Neyer ! — I may be 
wretched, but better that, then render. them 



so. 



Thus did this amiable girl resolve to sacri- 
fice her happiness frooi a sense of the duty sbe^ 
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owed her parents. She endeavourcd also to 
appear with her usual i^irits^ that they might 
have HO suspicion of what passed in her mind; 
but^ the anxious eye of a doting parent, can 
ought deceive? Oh! no; little do they know 
the feelings of parental solicitude^ who assert 
the contrary. However, with regard to Ca- 
roUne^s parents in the present instance^ they 
deaned it best to avoid making any enquiries. 
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CHAPTER 


XII. 



1 HE day being now come on which it had 
been agreed that Lord Gtainsford's family with 
Mr. Harcourt, änd bis party, should leave 
Town together, at ten o'clock, their res- 
pective carriäges drove up to their doors. 
Theweatherwas propitious; andrere long, they 
inhaledthe sweet fragrance ofthecountry^r. 
Just before they set ofF, Singleton called to 
take bis leave of Mr. Harcourt and Frederick, 
Jöoth of whom had before given him a pres- 
ßing iavitation to accompany them ; which, 
he, having declined accepting, was pbliged to 
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eompromise Uic afiair by promi^ng to be witli 
them in the course df the summer. With 
that they parted. Singleton retumed to hi$ 
hotely while liis frieads commenced their 
joumey. On the second evening they arrived» 
at the vill^e; and as they had topassMr« 
Howard's cioor^ Mary and her brother wera 
left at the cottage^ or ratlier, in their father*a 
arme. Ipdeed their friends had anticipated 
^ afFeoting scene between Mr. Howard and 
his daughter at their moeting, and^ ttierefore^ 
thought that they should be only a needless 
restraint upon them. The thought was wor- 
thy of them^ and the act repaid itself ; for^ 
hard indeed must have been their hearts, if 
they could have witnessed what pa6^ be« 
tween the parent and his children without 
sympathizing in their emotione ! Thus^ asit 
wer^^ feeling a pleasure even in pain. As 
the enraptured fatlier hung OYer them^ he 
deckred that he wasagain the.happiestbeing 
alive. ^ Oh, my children F* Said he, *^ I cmce 
thoiight I Qould never feel any more as I nostf 
iod^ bjut the aight of you^gain^ coavioees äie 
ik^my he»rtis still womou'* Mr 
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The next day Edward inquired anxiously 
after Mrs. Egerton, whom, he' expressed his 
»urprise, not to find at his father's cottage; 
but^ Mr. Howard assured him that not all his 
entreaties could prevail upon her to stay with 
him any longer than she couid provide herseif 
with a little hotne of her own, *^ The rea- 
son,*' continiied he, " that she assigned to 
me was, that it was such a length of time 
since she had been the mistress of any place, 
that I could not wonder if she wished to be 
one as soon as possible. However, I believe 
the truth is that my daughter did not hap- 
pen to be with me. Indeed, I can*t hdp 
thinking, if she had known that> she would 
not have cpme near me at all.** 

Whatever Mr. Howard migbt say on that 
head, he certainly did not respect Mrs. Eger- 
ton the less. Edward on receiving his father's 
answer, immediately went to pay his- respects 
to his fair countrywoman, whom, he found, 
busily employed in arranging dc»fnestic af&irs. 
She nevertheles welcomed him to her cottage 
with much cordiality, and expressed a hope 
that he approved of it ^ Tis the prdttiest 
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of the sL^^^ saM ^he, ^^ I oould find in the 
village. The gcxxl woman who lived in -it 
before I came^ gave it up^ I believe, in part, 
to oblige your father; so that^ I am^ at pre« 
8ent^ its sole mistress/' 

Edward was extremely glad that she kept 
up her spirits so well^ and said all he oouldi 
to a[itertain her. Döring the time he staidy 
he told her^ that^ while he remained in Town^ 
he had consulted a professional friend of hid 
resqpecting her case^ who had ptomised him his 
utmost assistance. ^' Indeed^** continued . he, 
'^ he aocx)nipanied his father to the village^ 
who occasionally resides here in the summer. 
He bid me teil you, that, with your permis« 
3ion, he will wait upon you the instant that he 
and his fiither return from a litüe excursion 
ihey are going to take to-morrow*** 

** Thien,'' retumed Mrs. Egerton, *^ you 
will have the goodness to inform him that I 
shall preparemyself to aiiswer such questions 
as he may think prc^r to ask me T 

Most'assuredly Ma'am,** replied Edward j 

but, in the interim, I have a fevor to beg 
of youi which is^ that you will allow ipe to 
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introduce my sister to yoii — ^who, I assure you, 
is very anxious to see you. Indeed, she wouM 
have accompanied me hither^ had she not 
been fearfiil that the appearance of a stranger 
might not altogether be pleasant.** 

TU impossible^** said Mrs. Egerton, 
not to admire the delicacy of the idea^ thougb 
in the present instance^ I could have dispensed 
with it. But sufFer me to send by you .my 
best regards to the amiable girl^ (for such I 
already deem her^) and teil her^ I shidl always 
be happy to see her, if *twere only from the' 
respect I bear her family." 

Edward retumed a polite answer, and pro-' 
mised to deliver her message. He tlien took 
his leäve. 

In the course of the day Mr. Harcourt and 
his son set ofF on their joumey to the cottage 
of Margery; for, the former having heard 
from Frederick that she was still living, couid 
not rest until he had seen the poor souU 

" GockI creaturef" said he, on their wayj 
** how her honest heart will dance for joy 
ivhen she sees me agoin.** 

Not to take her too much by surpris^ it 
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WAS agreed that Frederick should present him* 
seif iirstat thecottage^ and, in some measure, 
prepare her for the visit of his father. Ac- 
oordingly^ just before they reached it, he 
stept out of the carriage, and walked thither 
älone.* The instant that Margery saw him, 
she expressed her surprise at seeiiig him again 
in so shoit a time; but assured him tliat her 
pkas^He was not the less. 

^^ Why to be candid with you Margery,* 
Said he> after some little hesitation ; ^^ I am 
come ort a very particular occasion. Do you 
know that since I have informed my friends of 
my birth, I have heard it is whispered about 
that my fether is aliveF 

At these words Margery, who was busily 
emp»Ioyed in adjusting the cusliion of her 
armed chair, instantiy let it drop, atid 
Started with surprise. ** Pray^ roy good 
nufise,*^ r^sumed Fred^rick, without apparently 
noticing her agitation ; " liave you any certain 
proof that he died abroad ?** 

** Lord help us, why no my child !" replied 
Margery; ^* IVe no proofs to be sure, asone 
tnay say ; but it was in every body*s mouth 

o2 
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"Thatroaybe;" retumedFVederick; *^but 
TOmmon report, you know Margcry^ is not 
^ways to be believed. However, I have 
brought a gentleman with me whö will por« 
haps convince you of tbe JQBtioe pf my 
assertion. If I mistake not he's ju8t by«. TU 
go and fetch him»*' . 

*^ Mercy upon us!** exdaimed Margery, as 
he ran out of the cottage; ^^ what^d tbe mat* 
ternowr ,. ' 

She then as fast as her tremUtfig liipb^ 
ivould allow^ hobbled to the door^ in order to 
take a sly peep at the stranger. But disap- 
pointed in not seeing him approach^ she hoped 

• 

she should have sufHcient time to arrange h^ 
scanty fumiture to tbe best advaatage. Ai> 
cordingly she rubbed the oaken table; dusted 
the chairs^ particularly the armed one, and 
placed the brightest brass candl^stieky for6> 
most on the chimney piece; för, it must not 
be supposed^ that she was without her sharc 
of pride. Having finished her task^ she feit 
as much pleasure^ perhaps^ in seeing h^r neat 
little cottage thus decorated^ as the rieb 
experience in viewing the el^gance of their 
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idaansiöns. Thus teaching the world this im- 
portant tfuth> * that neither wealth nor honors 
are absolutely essential to happiness. The 
door now suddenly opened; when Frederick 
foUowed b) hia father^ who extended his band 
to Margery, entered, Margery, instantly 
looked wistfully in bis face^ and uttering a 
loud shriek^ exclaimed, ^^ Tbe Lord bave 
toercy ut)on us ! wbat a sinner am I — Ob P 

She then sunk into ber armed cbair by tbe 
cbimney comer. While Mr. Harcourt wbo 
peQc^ived tbat sbe ifancied it was bis ghost sbe 
saw, did all he could to allay ber fears. He 
j^ntly took ber poor witbered band^ and 
ppe$sed it between bis own. 

^ Yes Margery,** said he, after a pause^ 
-*f I am indeed that Harcx>urt wbom you sup^ 
poseddead! but look not thus wildly at me! 
I am üome to make your latter days comfort» 
able. See, bere*s my son, Frederick, wbom 
you nursed with so much care. Ibavebeen 
as much deceived concerning his fate, as yoü 
have been ccHiceming mine. But come, come, 
Ve shall all be bappy again." 

Margery attempted to speak, but her soba 

g3 



I3Ö VIRTUE AND VICE* 

prevented hen At length she stamm^red wki^ 
** God send it so, your honor, say !• But 
I'm not what you take me for ! — no— na Fm 
a .^ 

** Pardon me, my poor thing;" intemipted 
Mr. Harcourt;** Iknowall; and will not suf*. 
fer you thus to condemn yourself. If you 
were accessary ta the report being circulaited 
of my son's death, ibr to that I know yoa 
allude; have you not atoned for it by bringing 
US together agaixv?" ' . i- * : : . 

" Ah, bless you sir,** cried Margery, 5f jo» 
!re just the same kiod, gooduatured geotle- 
man, as ever, I see. Well — ^w$ll-^there*8 no 
knowing what*s to come to pas$ in this worliL 
But," looking at Mr. Harcourt: mourjOifully, 
^^ time I see has altered the rieh a3 weU as the 
low. Heigho!'* 

" Yes Margery,'* sighed out Mr. Harpour^ 
" we are all travelling to our long, lo^g home^ 
JBut you seem to have suffered greatly since I 
jawyouT . - ; 

" Alackaday P* eried Margery, '* I have so 
indeed; and thank God, Vm now ne^ b^ 
journey's end/* 
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^^ That Margeiy,** retumed Mr. Harcourt, 
^* Gkxl only knows. I trust we have still 
iDany happy years to come.'* After a pause^ 
** But teil me now, Margery, about my poor 
Louisa! Did shebear my absence tolerably?*' 

" But so, so/' replied Margery, ^* Heaven 
bless her heart ! she grieved sadly at first; but, 
in time^ she got to be a little easier; and just 

before.she ."* 

. ^ I understand you Margery,** interruptcd 
Mr. Harcourt, much afiected ; *^ I understand 
you. So then she lamented my absence 
much ! — Ah T after a long pause» " I suppose 
you don't know whether my friend Sir Oliver 
Sydney is still living?'* 

" No indeed ;** replied Margery, with a 
significant shrug, f^ I know nothing about 
him.** 

*^ Hum r cried Mr. Harcourt, without no- 
ticing her manner; " Well — I have no further 
questions to ask ; except, indeed, whether the 
favoufite servant of my Louisa would sooner 
spend the remainder of her days in this spot, 
or near the relics of her beloved mistress.!** 

*^ Your honor need not have asked the 

G 4 
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question,** sobbed Margery; ** if you cpuM 
read my heart. Dear, dear; and will you 
indeed^ my gocxi master^ be troubled widv 
6uch a poor oM creature as I am ? Ah^ sir^ 
you make me feel quite young again,** 

After staying some time with her, Mr. 
Harcourt and bis son departed ; but not h^ 
fore the former häd promi^ed to hice m nMt 
cottage for Margery^ near the lodge^ m the 
village of C^, and leaving a punse b^ind 
ilyly upon thejavourü^ armed thair>^ 
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CIIAPTER Xm. 



ON £dward*s retum home, he found liis 
fathet and sister Walking together in the gar^ 
den, which, to the latter, after an absence of 
six months, was^nore valued than ever. In- 
deed, she confessed, before she left it, she^ 
had not leamed to prize it sufficiently. As 
she traced its well known paths, she watched 
with delight, the bursting gems, as they 
gradually ürifolded beneath the invigorating 
infiuence of the sun. Each flower seemed to 
have imbib^d a more delicious fragrance; 
while, the scene around, assumed daily more 
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enlivened tints^ wrought by the bounteous 
band of nature's God. 

While she admiring viewed, she could not 
but reflect on the vitiated taste of many in 
high life, who, from their conduct^ appear 
insensible to thecharms of nature. ** Good 
heavenT saidshe to her father, one day^ as 
they were con versing upon tiie subject ; *^ what 
can possibly inf^atuate them ? Who that is en* 
dued with reason, or delights to view the 
wonders of bis maker, ean prefer the nöise 
and bustle of a town, to the pure, unsullied 
joys of the country?" 

" He," replied Mr. Howard, ^* whosemiild 
is incapable of relishing any thingbeyond fi 
morning lounge at an auction room, or a g^y 
party at an evening concert. . He, in faet, 
who has sufFered himself to be the , slaye of 
dissipated pleasures. But, see, here's our 
good friend Mr. Harcourt Coming along the 
road; let's go and meet him;1 

Haymg eonversed on indifferent subjects, 
JMr. Howard congratulated him on the pros- 
"pect of bis son rising to qminence in bis 
profession. -^^ 
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" I thank yau, my worthy friendy" Said i 
Mr. Harcourt; " fbr yoiir good wishes to my 
boy, who^ I hope, with you^ bids &ir to soar 
above tlie common herd of men; but Vm 
glad you Ve mentioned kirn, a» I wish to have 
a little talk with yöu conceming hislapparent 
rudeness in — r-^r-."* 

** You must pardon me,** interrupted Mr> 
Howard; ^^ but I am. so perfectly satisfied 
with hia explanation. to me, that you'U oblige 
me by not renewing the subject* But where 
is he? how came.he not to aocon^ny you?^ 
. ** Because/" replied Mr. Harcourt; <^ he 
j6 at present engagcd in bis professional duties 
with a lady who^ lately, I find^ hastakenup 
her abode here. Pray who is she? do you 
know any thing about herT 
. ** I knew her some years ago,** replied Mr, 
Howard carelessly; ** but until, within thig 
week or two^ I have not seen her for a lengtb 
of time.** 

*^ I must confess^** returned Mr.. Harcourt, 
** my curiosity is much excited to see her^ 
I bear an excellent chatacter o( her from the 
villagers since she has beeo- amongst tbem«^ 

06 
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** What, I suppose then," cried Mn Ho* 
warcly who began to be alarmed at bis friend*s 
manner of expressing himself^ and who wished 
to deadin bis curiosity^bouther; ^ she has 
been distnbutiBg äfew Shillings amongst their 
cfaüdrenj iwdl*-^weir-~added he, witha con«- 
temptuous smile, ^* charity certamly is very 
commendd)le.'* 

During this speecb, Mr* E^rcourt looked 
as if he could not believe that it was Mr. Ho^ 
vmrd who made it, and seemed unwilling to 
be convinced to the contrary. He, atlength^ 
exciaimed rather sharply, ^^ that he had not 
been led to imderstand that the lady had it in 
her power to be v^ charitable ;"' and, aoon 
afiter, wentaway. 

Frederick, in the mean time, aecording to 
bis appointment, waited upon Mrs. Egerton, 
whom, he thou^t, far exceeded £dward*a 
description of her. On bis entrance, he 
found her ready prepared to receive him ; and, 
on bis being seated, he expressed bis wishes 
that it might be in his power to be of Service 
to her. She returned him her thanks, and 
appeared to besitate id what manner she should 
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begin the subject of their Conference. Fre- 
deriid^; however, presently relieved her em- 
barrassment by informing her that he had 
heard part of her case from. Mr. Edward 
Howard, and that it would be requisite for 
her to mention only a few pwticulars. > 

: *^ Then I presume sir," said she^ *^ I must 
first iaförm you, that the name by which I 
iUDi now called was my parents* ; but which» at 
an earlj period of my life> I changed! Mjr 
marru^ was sanctioned by tbeir approbation, 
and, fbr the first three or four years, few en^ 
joyed greater happiness than my husband and 
myself.** 

Pardon me,** intemipted Frederick; 

\yiit — ^you have omitted to mention the name 
of your husband." - 

'' True," retumed Mrs.Egerton; 'M had 
forgot that — his name was Harcourt.*' 

^^ Harcourtr demanded Frederick in an 
empassioned tone of voice; " Harcourt did 
you say? For heaven's sake answer me c«ie 
more questionl Where did his estates lie?" . 

" Those in England," replied Mrs. Eger^ 
ton^ surprised at his xnanner; ^^ at the villa^ 
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of C — in Comwall: — ^ihose abroad^ at J^ 
maica. But for pity*s sake why this emotion l 
Great God! what can this mean^-^Helpf 
help! — ^lie faints.** 

With much presence of mind^ sfae inatantiy 
opened his . iwaistcoat : to give him air, wheri 
toh i what did she not fed, at seeing her own 
miniature suspended round his neckl On his 
first introduction she had been rather Startled 
atfindinghisname oorresponded with hers^but 
^be was aware that there were several ef that 
name in England, and therefore thought no 
ifnore of it; particularly, as she concluded. 
that her Harcourts had been dead mahy years 
siiice. But now, what was'she not to imagine^ 
when she saw her miniature at the bosom of 
a youth, whose age, she supposed, had hep 
Frederick been living, would have been the 
same as his? And why the emotions hebe- 
trayed ? To what was she to attribute them ? 
Natüre whispered it in her heart, that she 
now beheld that son whose reported death 
she had so often lamented:— Oh!, thetrans- 
porting thought! what confused — ^what rap- 
tarous sensations did it not inspicei 
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' Frederick, iiow somewhat recovered, cried 
out, much %gitated, fixing his eyes ou the 
object befpre him^ ^\ Gracious providence l is 
my mother then «(tili alive? Oh < yes,*" looking 
.at the pictore ^nd thenat her^ ^^ it is — it is 
my revered parent: — ^but teil your töo happy 
Frederick," clasping lier in his arms, " for 
Heaven*s sake teil hiixi, how can this be?** 

** I kiK>w no more tban you do ;** replicd 
:ihe:€9raptured moth^y as she amply retumed 
fais car^ases. ^^ To heaven alone we miist 
inquire. And art thou then indeed my Haf- 
Cüurt^s only son ? Do I live to clasp thee again 
in my arms? Oh ! my child — my darling Fre- 
derickr 

" Ah — mother !" cried Frederick involunr 
tarily> ,f^ how will my poor father bear this?'' 

** Your fajther !7 demanded Mrs^Harcourt 
wildly, "what! is my husband too alive J Ohf 
Godl ril shall go mad. with excess of joy. 
Yi^t . say-^r-does my • IJarcourt indeed stil|l 

. . This questioa. remii^dcd' Frederick, of the 
imprydcAse he bad been guilty of in. menr 
tkoping b^^ther at oll,, buti^ was npw; too 
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late to recall it. He therefore hesitated ^ üntil 
bis mother again conjured him to answferher. 
He had then no alternative but to disclose It 
to her in the most deltcate way he coaM. 

" Merciful pöwersr ' exclaimed Mrs. Har- 
cöurt almöst frantie at the intelligence. 
*^ What then^ shall I see my Hahrotirt toö 
again ! Oh ! blest — ablest Löuisa !^ 

She theii sunk, half lifele9s> upon a'chair; 
while Frederick wrefchfed at seeing her*iÄ'siKih 
a State, scarce knew how to contain hnttsetf. 
Fortunately, a floöd o( teärs soon came to her 
reltef ; she then gazed fondly on hdr distracted 
son, and, seeing how rauch he sufl^ed ■ öh 
her account, assured him that she would en- 
dieavbur to comj)ose herseif. 

Frederick, when suffidently träiiquil him • 
seif, soon after, concerted with her ön the 
best means to be taken to apprize his fethct 
that she was still living; fbr he was appris^ 
hensive that a tcfö'sodden disdösüre woöM 
endanger his senses. He, however, fouhd il 
difficult todissaade his mothei* from flyitiginto 
her husband's artns immediatiely, ' for, he had 
inadvertenlfy toki hei^ fhat Mr. Hjfrcburt Had 
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a house in the village^ and was there at the 
present time. 

Indeed he was obliged to compromise with 
her, by promising that she should see him the 
next day at furthest. Before he left her, she 
gave him a letter, which, she said, she had 
received only three or four days preceding her 
determination to put herseif under the pro» 
tection of her young friend to England ; and 
wbich would tend tö expbbi thie raason of her 
absence from her native land. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



>THEN Frederick saw his fatheragain, he 
could not disguise his feelmgs sufficiently as 
to escape his penetrating eye^ vvho, seemingly, 
in 3 careless manner^ inquired if any thing 
particularly had disturbed him ! Angry that 
he had not more command over himself^ he 
knevv that he must frame some excuse, and 
therefore answered, ** No — mydearsir! no- 
ihing very particular. I am only thinking of 
the complicated case I have just been hearing.** 

^ " Oh ! what you allude to Mrs. Egertotfs, 
I supposeT Said Mr. Harcourt. 
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Frederick answered in the affirmative. 

" She's an interesting wotnan is rft shc?'' 
resiuned Mn H — after a short pause. 

" Yes:** answered Frederick, much em- 
barrassed, and not knowing what to say, 
'' SWb very well;* 

/^ Nothing m^e is she?** exclaimed his far 
ther, evidehtly disappöinted ; " I know not 
-how it is-^but I can't get her out oT. my head. 
i shoi;ikl like mach to see her T masidg;.^^ andj 
jiet, what is she to me r 
< Tfat^tii^ivj^lofmy Ix>rd 6ain&ford*6 familyt, 
broke ofF the conversation, which cettainly, 
to Frederick> had'not been the most agrteable. 
Tiie remainder of . the day wc^s sipent in social 
int^reowseH : tn th^ evening Mr. Howaxd 
.^ith his; ^n\ pnd dctvight^ joined the party^ 
but^ to neither ofithem dSd Frederick men^ 
iion a syllabje oif'. the discovery he häd made^ 
fearful that it would reach his £ither*s ears 
before he had prepared him for k. Before 
djpy went away, Fyederick recovered his spirits, 
and appeared to more than usiial advantage, 
which his friends attributed to the satisfactioa 
hc feit . at Üie discovery of his father, Mt • 
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Harcourt, too, seemed to enjoy hiidself 
greatly; indeed^ he was in such an exzellent 
humour, that, before his friends retired> hfe 
declared it was his intention to make the vil- 
lagers participäte with him in his happinesi» at 
finding his son. " For which purpösey'^dbrt- 
tiiiued he, *^ I intend to keep open hoüsö'for 
three days; during which, I will make' t&fe 
-honest peasants drink the hdalth of my boy 
üntil'their hearts be as light as itiy öwä.* - - 

His friends approved of his intentioillhucl]^ 
4md regretted that the custom häd b06ik' so 
long discotitinued. 

*^ Why, ay,** eacclaimed MrJ > Hftrtotirt^ 
'^ there was a tinfie, wheii, at ceitsunperioda 
of the year, the tiecessitifes of the poc/tMefft 
relieved by the «uperfluhles 6f *th'e ridhi; iand 
when the landlord dppeared ämbngßt tiis tei 
nants, they welcomed him with aoclamations 
of joy. Even their children were taught to 
lisp the name of their benefactor. But nöw> 
he is scarcely known to them, except, indetd-, 
*tis to Petition him against raising their rents. 
However, thank God, there are still some 
few left, who keep up the old custom.** 



VIRTqB<4ND VIC&. 14t 

•I His frieodsismiled äjt bis warmfb^ and, aa 
tiiey rodehcpie^expatiated on the eccentricity 
of bis Qb«»tcter. 

When he and bis son parted for thet nigbt^ 
tJbie latter fomid it impossible to tbink of sleep 
until.b(9,iwLdevised some.plan to communis 
cajte to bis &ther tbat bis mother was alive 
oad well;: for^ upon reflcction> be did not 
altogether approve of Mrs. Egerton's. In 
bip> aoxlety he neVer once tbought of tiie 
letjliev vv&icbfBhe had given bim. He weih 
hnew h<^w€rf er bow deär bis mother had been. 
to. bis. . &ther, and that her memory was no. 
less dear to bim still. In wliat manner there« 
fyßä Was he to apprize bim that' she was still 
livingy withuut, as he had himself expressed 
it, ** opening bis« wQunds afresh!" For, he? 
was not such a novice in human nature, as 
not to know, that excessof joy feequently 
pcoves aa fatal as excess of grief. • While he 
was thus ruminating, it occurred töhinithat. 
he would have recourse' to a pretended dream, 
which, he tbought, he would disclose to bis 
&tber tte next möming at breakfast; conisi- 
dering thät as die most - indirect way of jtM 
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troducing the subject df his discoverjv Ine 
idea pleased him exceedin^y, and the more h^* 
reflected üpon it, the stronger he fdl inclined- 
to adopt it. With that he undresded himself, 
and conscious of the pure motives whicH oh 
this, as well as on every other oeeasion, in* 
fluenced his cönduct^ sought his bed; at 
peace with himself, and with the World. Thfe 
next moming he met his father as usual iq. the- 
breakfast parlour^ with whom he discoursed^ 
for a time^ o^r common topics; il^ot^i findtng a 
pauseL in the conversation, afler ^ hesitathig a 
moment^ he asked him cafelessly if he - had 
any faith in dreams! 

** Faith in dreams T exclaimed Mr. Haf^ 
oourt, surprised; " why no-— certainly not*^ 
but why that singular question ?** 

" Oh!" rctumed Frederick, rather dis* 
concerted; *^ from no ^particular reason. I 
was only thinking of the singular one I had 
lastnight.** 

^^ Why surely you dorft beKeve in them f*^ 
cried Mr. H — . 

Frederick.—- " Not absolutely, my father;: 
buty I believe, there are many that do. In* 
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deed^ we read, in former times^ it was not 
deemed a proof of credulity to give ear to 
them. They then beyond a doubt, unfolded 
mariy a mysterj', and brought hidden things 
to lightj and thus served to intimidate the 
bady and encourage the good.** 

Mr. Harcourt — ^^ True:-^— bat you are not 
speaking within the date of christianity ! We 
now '*' asigh prevented further utterance. 

*^ Pardon me," exclaimed Frederick; " but 
there may be cases wfaen the inlerposition ofi 
providence as still necessary to answer an 
eventful purpose, which, if it tend to make 
US more happy, is it not being ungrateful to 
him tofor^oitsgratification? Now, siippose 
for an instant, that, as my dream imparted, my 
mother was still living,'* hcre Mr. Harcourt 
Started, and darted a penetrating look at Fr€^- 
derick, ^* would you withhold from yourself 
the dearest wish of your soul, that of clasp- 
ing her again to your bosom, simply on 
account of the means by which the intelligence* 
was revealed to yoü ?** 

** Hold— hold r cried Mr. Harcourt, mueh 
a^tatod; '^ areyouignorant that there is a 
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£bre in the breast of man, which^ i£ once 
touched^ vibrates to the heart? Are you ig« 
tiorant^ I say,** more distressed, " that you 
have now mentioned a naxne^ whicb^ of all 
others, is most dear to me— most sacred?* 

Frederick. — '^ Alas, my father^ I did not 
<tnean to wound your feelings! I trust you 
know me better. But it is my lot ever to 
ofifend those whom I most regard. . Ebwever^ 
sir^ in this case^ I meant only to say^ that 
providence frequeiitly bestows upon us un« 
expected blessings hr beyond our most san« 
guine hopes; and——." 

" There again,** cried Mr. Han^ourt; ^ fof 
God*s sake teil me! what does all this mean?. 
To what can it tend ?** 

*^ To preparie you," replied Frederick; ** for 
the event of my dream being realized^ whicb^ 
; trust me, is not far distant." 
, " Pshaw!" hastily exdaimed Mr. H— , 
^^ how ridiculous ! whyy I never knew you 
thusbeforel" 

Frederick. — " ^either had I ever the sämc 
reaä|to,'^i ""^^^ 

^*^ i^ishr relumed Mr. Ha«x)iirt; ** but 
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ni grant you that the dream is a singuIar one 
if there's reason iii*t. However— come — do 
rdate it, if it will please you; and let's have 
donewith*tr 

/^ Well, then,** said Prederick overjoyedj 
*^ I dreampt that as I sat in my librai^y, at 
my lodgings, in the Temple, I inadvertently 
took my mother's miniature from my bosom, 
and regretted that I had still to lament her 
loss. New, Said I, looking intently at it, if . 
thou too wert but alive, my happiness would 
be complete, As I pronounced these words, 
I thought that the bloom which the artist had 
given her cheeks, assumed a li velier hue ; the 
ieyesUkewiseseemedtoanimate; and^ at that 
instant, a voice thus spoke: * Be thy happi- 
ness complete then; for know thy mother 
lives!* The sensations I feit on hearing these 
words, avvoke me. I started up in my bed, 
and dressed myself immediately ; for such wai 
my agitation that I knew it would be in vain 
to attempt tö sleep agmn during the night, or 
rather early this moming. Now teil me, my 
dear father, was it not a singular dream ?" 
Mr. Harcourt was too much absorbed in 
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his own reficctions, to pay any attention to , 
Frederick's question; indeed, from the mo- 
ment he had b^un to relate his dream, the 
good man's curiosity had been greatly excited; 
and^ at the oonclusion of it^ his countenance 
changed frequently. A pause of considerable 
length ensued, interrupted only by deep sighs 
from Mr. Harcourt's bosom. He, at length, 
exclaimed, suddenly^ as if unconscious that 
hespoke, ** Ah! would to God— ^but no-r-no 
— it cannot — cannot be." 

" By ray soul," eagerly cried Frederick ; 
*^ I believe it is. Yes! I shall be blessed by 
€^ mother too, Providence would never have 
kindled the hope, were it not to be realLzed.*' 

Perceiving how deeply his &ther was af^ 
fected, he forbore to say more ; indeed, he 
was fearful that he had aJready said too much. 
He anxiously watched his countenance as he 
hastily paced the room to and fro, with folded 
arms, and air disturbed. Snddenly, Mr. 
Harcourt rushed into the garden, and thence 
to an alcove at the further end of iL Here 
he threw hiraself on a little rustic bench, and 
«unk into a profound reverie. This Frederick 



% 



VIRTüE AND VICE. u; 

observed from the window of the bteakfast 
room which looked into the garden. Whe- 
ther to follow him or not he was at a loss to 
know; but, he soon determined on the for^ 
mer. Approaching therefore the alcove as 
gently as possible, he went up to his father, 
and taking his hand^ said, " My father! be 
more composed, I pray you ! — Oh ! you know 
not how it hurt$ me to see you thus !** 

" Ah, Frederick ;** retumed Mr. Harcourt; 
f^ you did indeed touch upon a theme — but, 
no matter, Pm better now; you may proceed 
if youVe any thing further to say." 

*^ No— I have done," rejoined Frederick; 
I could only wish to ask my father a question 
which has just occurred to me.** 

For, in fact, he now thought of the 
letter, which, having previously read, he knew 
to whom his father owed his supposed loss, 
in his mother; and which, if he found an 
opportunity, he determined to give him. 

" Well — ^what is it that you would ask nje !** 
inquired Mr. , Harcourt looking tenderly at 
his son. 
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^^ Simply,** replied Frederick, ^^ but pai> 
don the abruptness jo£ the question ! if you 
are certain that my mofcher died while you 
were abroad r 

Mr. Harcourt. — " Why Frederick will you 
persist thus to distress me ! Did not my frtend 
ßir Oliver Sydney inform me of her deathi** 

" Sir Oliver Sydneyl** exclaimed Frede- 
rick, apparently musing; " yet vone question 
more! And, who, sir, införmiedyouof inine?** 

" Why my Steward to be sureT replied 
Mr. Harcourt; " but vvhen will you have 
done with tliese, to me, almost in&upportable 
jquestions !'* 

Pardon me sirT returned Frederick; 

I would not willingly incur your displeasure, 
tut it strikes me as by no means improbable 
that the story of my mother's death mightb^ 
.as little entitled to credit as that of mineJ 
perhaps, you, sir, may be of my way of 
thinking, when you have read this letter!** 
putting into Mr. Harcourt*s hands, the letter 
which he had received from his mother, and 
which was to this efFect, To Mrs. HarcourL 
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MADAM9 

This comes to let you know my poor 
master is no more; you are therefore freed 
from your vow never to go back to England, 
or to write to any of your friends, 
while Sir Oliver lived. *^ Here the letter 
ahook viiolently in Mr. H's hands." Forgive 
him^ kdy, if you cao; 'twas bis great love 
for you that made bim go astray^ However, 
he is now gone to answer for all bis sins, and 
the Lord bave mercy on bis soul, say I. Soj 
Ma*am, wisbing you all heakh. and happi*! 
Hess, » * , 

Lam, 

Your humble Servänt, . 
at command, 

Thomas Drive»,. 

JV. B. As i could wisb to do you all tbö 
Service in my power, I shall come to England 
as soon as I can finisb my business bere, and 
be aivvay s ready to belp you to recover tho 
good Mr. Harcourt's estates; for, I hear, 
one Mr. Elsdale now has them. 

Vienna, 
Jbnuar^ lO, 1905, 

h3 
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'^ Mysterious heäveii!" cried Mr. Haf- 
court, as the letter dropped from his band; 
** Thisisalmost morethan I canbear! — Obl 
tben my Loaisa is still living ! But wbeire— 
wbere sball Igo to find ber? And — ^j^et — cän 
it be possible!" — ^bastily glancing bis eye ovef 
tbe letter wbicb Frederick bad picked , up; 
** Yes — ^by heaven 'tis true. The nhati I 
loved as my brotber — under whose cafe I 
left the dearest treasures of n\y sotil-*^yes-** 
Jie it is — wbo has basely abused the confideMNl 
reposed in bin). God! wbat a villainl But 
Btay ! Frederick, I cbarge you by tbe duty j4 
parent claiitis — teil me — teil me^ I say ! — ^bovv 
came yoü by tbis letter if'* 

*^ Oh, my fatber t* replied be ; " my— »-my 
jftotber gave it me!" — But long before his lips 
had disclosed tbe secret, bis ei/e bad. 

" Merciful powersT faintly articulated 
Mr. Harcourt; " Oh! lead me — lead meto 
her !" and sunk insensibly into bis son's ärms» 
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JN OW, aä thö authof is willing to take it 
for granted that his readers' feelings will mucft 
fnore adecjüately portray the descriptiön öf 
the meetif}g of Mr. Harcourt and his Louisa 
than any vvords that he could possibly pen^ 
theiy will perhaps agree wLth him that he doe* 
well to request them to considef them äs al- 
ready met, and the latter reriioved from her 
cottagetoher husband's couritry house, re- 
ceiving the congratulations of their friends^ 
änd taking care that the good old English 
chcer which Mr. Harcourt bad ocdfi^ed ta bei 

H4 
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(listributed amongst the cottagers to comme- 
iiiorate the fortunate discovery of his son, 
should, in nowise be less plentiful by the 
event just recorded. In fact, Mrs. -Har- 
court, (who was lately known under her 
maidcn name of Egerton), appeared now in 
the happy character of wife and mother. 
The whole village participated in her trans* 
ports, and nothing, for a length of time, was 
talked of, but the joyful meeting of Mr. 
Harcourt with his wife and son. 

As may be supposed, it endeared Edward 
to the latter more than hecouldwellexpress; 
but in pity to the sensibility of those into 
whose hands this may fall, the scene at their 
first meeting afterwards, shall notbe described. 

The day after the good people in question 
were thus providentially restored to each* 
other, their friends assembled at their house 
to hear the promised particulars of Mrs. Har- 
court's life from the time that her husband 
had left Jher under the protection of his 
treacherous friend Sir Oliver Sydney; when, 
with mach afFability, the interesting narratoi; 
thus began* " In relating the eveutful cir-* 
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cumstances of my past life, from the time 
that Mr. Ilarcourt quitted England, to Visit 
his estates in Jamaica, to tlie present period^ 
I shall endeavour to be as concise as possible; 
but, so unaccustomed am I to ßpeak even be- 
fbreso smallanassembly, that, before I begin, 
I find it is necessary to solicit your indulgence. 
Tis almost needless to say, when I was left 
with my little charge, then about threeyears 
old, I feit that uneasiness which the trial of 
parting with an afFectionate husband naturally 
occasioned? Iconsoled myself howevergreatly 
with.my lovclyboy, who was becomc, ifpos- 
sible, more dear to me than ever. 

In Sir Oliver Sydney likewise I found a 
soureeof consolation; for, as I knew he was 
the bosom friend of my husband whohad Icft 
me under his care, I could talk to him without 
reserve, of my absent Harcourt. Besides, 
hetook much noticeof my sweet Frederick, 
and thus availed hiinself of anothenexpedient 
to pave the way into my gpod graces.. ^ Again^ 
as he was much older than. myself, exclusive 
of the light in which I considered him, I ne- 
ver once suspected that under the mask of 

H5 
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friendship, he concealed the basest of intenti- 
ons ! No — I considered him rather as a father, 
and, as such, treated him with the respect 
due to a parent. If I wanted any little as^ 
sistance in domestic afiairs^ (for I was then 
inexperienced in such matters,) I consulted 
him. The conscious integrity of my own 
actions prevented me from suspecting deceit 
in those of others. Thus a month or two 
roUed on, during which, Sir Oliver freqnently 
visited me, and treated me with the utmost 
attention. Since my husband^s absence, I 
seldom went out; änd never, without taking 
my boy with me. Sir Oliver once or twice 
ventured to expostulate with me on my se- 
cluded way of life, alleging bis fears that it 
would endanger my health, as well as depress 
my spirits; but I soon silenced him, bytelling 
hiiü, I could never be at a loss for Company 
while my Frederick was with me. Hedid 
not seem to like my answer, though he made 
no comment upon it. Nothing particular oc- 
curred for three or four months afterwards; 
until, one morning he called on me, and 
told me, he wished to speak to me on a veiy 
interesting subject. 
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" Butfirst," Said he; "I must infonu 
you that I went yesterday to the town of L — 
where I found at the pöst office two letters 
from your husbaml, one for you, and the 
other for me. If the purport of yours be 
the same as mine, be not surprised if Har- 
court wishes you to join-him in Jamaica." 

He then gave me my letter, which to my 
astonishmeht, expressed the wishes that he 
had Said — part of it ran thus. " As I recol- 
lect to have heard my friend Sir Oliver Sydney 
say that he had occasion to visit his estates ins 
Jamaica which lie contiguous to mine, in the 
courseof a few months;. if he should persist 
ifi his intention, I could wish my Louisa to 
put herseif under his protection during the 
vöyage hither, which is generally performect 
in six weeks. I fiatter.myself, it is ahnost 
unnecesary to add, that the fever is happil}: 
aibsided ; but still I should be fearful of 
bringing our eherub with you.. I would ra— 
iher wish yoa ta leave him with his nurse^ 
until we return ta England, which^ I con- 
jecture, will be in two years from the present 
time/* The letter concluded with assuring; 

u6 
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me of tlie liappiness diat my Harcourt would 
derive if I complied with his wishes." Here 
^Ir. Ilarcourt lified up liis liands in astonisbf- 
ment. 

*• I must confess," resumed Mrs. Har- 
court, *' I shoiild have feit much greater hap- 
pinefs at thc idea of joining my husband 
abroad, liad he not, in his supposed letter, 
expressed a wish that I should leave my child 
bchind. However, having been informed by 
Sir Oliver that he should sail in. the course 
of a fortnight, during that time, I packed 
up such valuables as I thought should not dis- 
grace my Harcourt^s style of fiving in Jamaica. 
I had likewise a considerable sum of money 
by me, which I fortunately concealed amongst 
my clöthes. Whetlier to take any of the 
servants witli me, I was not determined upon„ 
until Sir Oliver, whose opinion I asked on 
the Qccasion, advised me not. As the ex- 
piration of the fortnight drew near, my 
fortitude at the idea of leaving my boy behind^ 
forsook me; and when the time of trial came, 
i was conveyed more dead than alive into Sir 
Oliver's post chariot which took us to Ports- 
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mouth, where after staying one night, we 
embarked. Though the weather was fine, 
and the wind as favorable as we could wish, 
yet, what with the motion of the vessel, anJ 
the uneasiness I feit at parting with my little 
Frederick, I thought I could not long sur- 
vive. All the while I continued in this state^ 
I received the tendcrest treatment from Sir 
Oliver, and, indeed, more so than I could 
have wished, for his manner now, för the 
first time, bcgan to alarm me ; though I was 
unwilling to appear so. However, the mask 
which he had hitherto put on, dropped as we 
gotfurtherfromland,and, at once, exposed tÜe 
horror of my Situation* At this moment I 
can*l think on*t without shuddcring. It was 
now clear to me that he had all along actecf 
the part of the hypocrite, and that therefure 
from such a wretch, what had I not to appre- 
hend? In fact, I recalled to my mind the 
whote tenor of his past conduct since my 
husband's absence, arid wondered that it had 
not excited my suspicion before. But I still 
never suspected that the letter he had given 
me was förged, or I know^ not what, in the 
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phrenzy of the moment, I might not have 
done, On the third day of our being at sea,, 
as I sat in the cabin, reflecting on raj'^ un- 
happy Situation, the wretcht entered, änd 
had the audacity to declare his hateful passion^ 
I, at first, pretended to misunderstand him; 
but finding that that would avail me little, I 
fistened to him only with contempt; and when 
he sufFered me to speak, upbraided him, ins 
the srongest terms, for bis treacherv to the 
declared friend of his bosom. He,, in return,, 
retaliated upon my conduct to him, which 
he averred, had, from the time my husband 
left England, given him every encourage- 
ment. *^ In every thing** said he, '^ that 
concenied you, did you not consult rae?^ 
*^ And in return, villain like,'* interrupted I, 
for I feit the injustice done me, " you meanly 
take advantage of my uiisuspicious nature. 
Sir Oliver r I can well recollect, added I. 
solemnly, " Think of the base part you are 
now actiiig, ere you proceed in it! Trust me 
— if, as I am willing to believe, your conduct 
has hitherto stood unblemished, the staii> 
ivhich you are now imprinting upon it will 
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sink too deep ever to be efFaccd T Remember 
the wife of your friend who left her to your 
protection, is the object whom you now seefc 
to degrade; and if a spark of honor still re- 

mains, "* 

Here he interrupted me by asking me 
cooUy, if I imagined that he had takcn so 
much trouble for nothing J " No — no," said 
he, ^* you are now in my power, and by 

At that instant some onc tapped against 
the cabin door, and on Sir Oliver's proceeding 
toopenit,hisvalet entered, who told him he had 
come to prepare the lady for an approaching 
Storm, To me its approach was most weU 
. cortie, as, were its consequences to be fatal to 
the ship, it would at least free me from Sir 
Oliver s grasp, to which, death itself was 
preferable. But far otherwise, was it with 
Sir OKver, whose countenance, I observed, at 
the intelligerice, turnedpale; and to conceäl 
his agitation, I suppose, he hastily quitted 
the cabiii. Thomäs^s report proved too true; 
as I lookea out of the cabin window, I per- 

ceived every symptom of a tenipest.. The 
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wind sliortly began to howl, until it increased 
to a perfect hurricane ; while thö threatening 
clouds discharged their bürden in torrents; 
accompanied by incessant claps of thunder, 
and the most vivid flashes of lightning. The 
whole firmament seemed in a blaze. Such a 
storm I never before savv, or heard ; nor, have 
l since. But I feit not the least appaled; 
though, perhaps, at any other time, Ishould 
liave been half dead with terror. 

As it was, I preservcd the utmost compo- 
sure throughouty. though Llooked upon eveiy 
moment as my last. la short,.I resigned 
myself entirely to the will of providence^.who, 
I then learned, always proportioned our forr 
titude to our distresses. The only sensatioa 
tliat caused a sigh was that occasioned by the 
reflection of bidding an etemal adieu to my 
poor child and husband; though, perhaps, 
another escaped me for the fate of my conw 
panions on board» Neither did I forget, 
though it may not seem well in me to say it, 
to intercede to heaven for the guilty Sydney, 
whose feelings, I conjectured, on the trying 
occasion, must be terrible. While I was 
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thus employed, a dreadful crash on deck, 
c^sed me to conclude that our fate was fast 
approaching. I instantly ejaculatcd a prayer 
for the two objects most dear to me, and 
having consigned them to the care of provi- 
dence, prepared for death. Shortly, after, 
the cabin door was burst open, and Sir Oliver 
entered, his countenance pale with dismay. 
" All is now over," he at length exclaimed, 
gasping for breath, ^^ Yes — the die is cast— 
oh! much injured woman! say, canyou for^ 
give a wretch like me?" 

The rolling of the vessel, at that moment, 
dashed him against the sidc of the cabin. 
Perceiving the torments he sufFered from a 
guilty conscience, and well knowing the 
friendship you bore him," here Mrs. H — ad> 
dressed her husband ; " I told him, I hoped, 
I di4 forgive him, and that heaven would too. 

'^ It will — itwill," returned he, inagony; 
^^ if ypu intercede for me. Oh ! now could 
I know that Harcourt would forgive me too, 
had he detected my villany, I could die 
much easicr. Ah ! in a moment like this — 
how conscious guilt racks one's very soul !" 



• 
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Footsteps novvhastilyapproached the cabin, 
and, soon aftcr, Thomas, once rriore, entered. 
" Oh sir," Said he half distracted ; " for Godti 
sake take care of yourself and the lady ! The 
sailors say we are not far from land ; and to 
make the matter worse, two poor souls have 
]ust been washed overboard. God's will ht 
done !" He then rushed upon deck, followed 
by Sir Oliver, who, as he pressed my band 
In apporent gratitude, eticouraged fne to hope 
for the best. Hope, howerer, was eitiiict 
in my bo5om. In this State tre contiflued all 
night. The noise I had heard, I afterwards 
leamed proceeded from the mainmast falKng 
lipon deck. Towards morning,. the violericd 
of the storm abated ; but, äs the ship was s 
merc wreck, we were obliged to be rowed Ott 
diorc in the long boat. 



YIRTUE AND VICE. Iö3 



CMAPTEÄ XVt 



X HE fatigue I had undergone made me so 
esLtremely weak, that, when we landed, it 
was tvith the greatest difficulty I could walk. 
Sir Oliver then informed me that we were on 
the Prench coast, and said, that if after what 
häd passed, I could put any reliance on his 
honor, he would see me safe to Calais, whence, 
it would be an easy matter to reach England 
in a few hours. Accuse me of imprudence if 
you will, but so overjoyed was I at the idea 
of escaping from Sir Oliver, that I never 
thought of pursuing my voyage tö Jamaica, 
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or of inquiring any thing, in fact. A short 
time after we were on the road to Calais. 
Thomas accompanied us; from whose sig- 
nificant manner, had I not been too much 
occupied in my own thoughts, I might have: 
fcnown that not much dependence was to be- 
placed on his master's honor.. During our 
journey, Sir Oliver told me that we could not 
possibly reach Calais that night, but, that, as ; 
he wished taconvince me ©£ the^sincerity of 
his inten tions, he would, if I hadTno objection, 
introduce me to a female relation of his, 
who lived about fifteen miles from Calais on 
the road we were then going! 

I involuntarily started at the proposal ; but 
ßo contrite did he appear, that I hoped I had 
nothing to apprehend from him again. I 
therefore, at length,. after urging a few ob- 
jections, acceded to his proposition. It was 
now beginning to get dark, and in spite of 
me, my fears returned; which, the wretch, I 
make no doubt, thought; for he took eyery 
pains to convince me that they were unfound- 
ed. About ten, we arrivcd at a respectable 
looking lioiisc, wlüch, after surveying as weJl 
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as the darkness öf the night vvould allow, 
with a 4)alpitating heart^ I was .prevailed upon 
to enter. A smart litüe French woman, ap- 
parently a laJy*s maid, met us at the door, 
and conducted us into a handsome parlour. 
Sir Oliver then inquired if her mistress was 
at home ! To which, on receiving a look, I 
^uppose^ from her base employer, she an- 
swered, " that her lady was gone pn a visit tp 
a friend at Paris; but," added, " that she 
had tlie keys of every thing, and x:ould get us 
any refreshment.** 

Tsäy heart now sunk within me; but unwilU 
ing that Sir Oliver should suppose I doubted 
Jiis «incerity, I endeavoured to rally my spirits. 
He, im his part, behaved in the most res- 
pectful manner^ though, at times, I fancied^ 
I saw a smile of triumph on his countenance« 
I ate little supper and soon withdrew for the 
night. The same woman attended me to my 
Chamber, and while she assisted me to undress, 
conducted herseif, I dare say, as she thou^ht, 
in a very respectful manner ; but withal, there 
was a certain something about her that ^ve 
me no very favorable opinion of her; however. 
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as I hoped, that if occasion required, she 
might prove my friend, I treated her with 
much complacency, and begged her to take 
care of my luggage which was fortunately 
saved from the wreck. I then inquired thc 
Situation of the house — its distance from Ca- 
lais — to See whether she would not contradict 
her master — ^but it seems, by her answer^ 
they had concferted matters too well for that. 
The house, she said, was charmingly situated 
in the summer time, and commanded a füll 
view of the main road to Calais. Finding 
that I could get no further information, I 
civilly dismissed her, and fastened my Cham- 
ber door in the best manner I cou}d. I then 
implored the protection of heaven, and ven- 
tured to retire to rest. But little sleep did I 
get during the night. Every noise alarmed 
me; and it was not until the moming dawned 
that I ventured to close my eyes. 

I should have told you that before I retired 
to my Chamber, I inquired at what hour Sir 
Oliver would be ready the next moming to 
prooeed on cur joumey to Calais! He ap- 
pointed ten^ and with that I left himj though 
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not before he had used every entreaty to pre- 
vaii upon me to stay at his relation's house, 
as he termed it^ until she returned ; which^ 
he ^dded^ would be in the course of a few 
days. But this, I positively refused, and 
)>egged him not to urge me. 

Th^ next inorning, I was ready long before 
the hour appointed, and expressed my im- 
patience to the servant to be gone. She 
f miled> but said nothing. Finding Sir Oliver 
did not come down, I requested she would go 
and call him« She hesitated; but at lengthj 
with a curtsy, told me my request should be 
oompUed with. Sir . Oliver, soon after, en- 
tered; and saluted me with aa air which, at 
once, Struck terror to my soul« Jt was no 
longer that of respect which he liad worn the 
preceding night — but that of passion; which 
he seemed to take Uttle pains to conceal. To 
roy inqüiries at what time he would be ready, 
he answeredonly with a look which I can never 
forget. He then expressed a hope that I would 
forgive the little stratagem he had been obliged 
to practise, . and impute it to the true cause—* 
his ardent love; concluding with a vast deal 
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more on the same subject, I could önly an- 
swer with my tears, which I could no longa* 
restrain; for I novv tfeought my Situation teül 
titnes worse than before. Tbis thought, 
however, soon gave rise to desperation-— I 
hastily dried my eyes, and with the utmost 
spirit, upbraided him for bis duplicity. But 
finding that of little use, I then conjured him 
to think of my bapless cbild— of the all seeing 
ieye of providence! but to no purpose. He 
listened to me 't is true, but he regärded not 
my supplications, Once, or twice, indeed^ I 
thought I observed the blush of shame crim- 
son bis cheek ; but that soon yielded to the 
deeper hue of passion. Oh ! think of my 
Situation! In a foreign countr}^ — ^unknown 
to every one— deceived in the man whom I 
Jooked upon as my father !— can it be won- 
dered ^^ if the idea of terminating my 
.wretchel existence entered my mind ? fiut as 
Sir Oliver had not yet oftered violence, I 
deemed the resource premature. 

Some days thus passed away, during which, 
at times, I fancied I saw a something in tlie 
eyes of Thomas which seemed to say^ " I 
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pity you.'* Orie day, in particular, as he was 
Waiting at table, he looked at tue wilh so 
tnuch meaning, that I was wiUing to hope be 
interested himself in my favor, 

Impressed with this idea, I watched hk 
looks anxiously, and wheu . I . conceived Sir 
Oliver did not observe me, asked him with 
my eyes if he would assist nte to escape! He 
then gave me to understand that he wished 
to speak with me privately« At this I shook 
my head, for I was fearftd I could not g^ive 
him an op^ortunity. He understood my 
meaning^ and making some trifling excuse to 
leave the room, retumed in a fcw minutes; 
and resuming his Station behind his master^s 
chair, cautiously held up a scrap of paper, on 
which hehad thuswritten: ^^ If you wish to 
'escape, sufier me to see you to-night at half 
|)ast twelve in your dressing room! refuse'me 
^— ^nd it will be too late to serve you after» 
ivards." As I g^anced my eye over this scrawl, 
I became so agitated, that had not Sir Oliver 
been aCcustomed to see me so, he must 
have known thet something extraordinary 
^ffected me. , As it wad, be fortunately tooll 

VOL. II. I 
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no notice of it. In the mdantime^ I häd 
nevertheless ijnotioned to Thomas that I would 
be ready to receive him at thc time requested. 
After dinner, when he had withdrawn^ Sir 
Oliver drank pretty freely, aiid insinuated 
that he would no Icxiger be trifled with. I 
liad my choice, he said^ either to encourage 
.bis addresses ^d enjoy the free use of his 
fortune and my own liberty^ or^ the alterna- 
tive, whichyou mayguess; and be secluded 
from the world in tlie bouse he had taken me 
'to. I disdained a rcply^ and would have left 
him instantly had he not detained me. 

" No/' Said he, " yoa leav^ me not tlius 
I promise youi First hear *my resolve. * If 
witlxin a week you consent not to be mine — ^ 
I heard no more. Overcome with affright, 
J fainted. When I recovered, I found my- 
self in my cliambcr, the scrvant hanging over 
me. I instantly burst into tears and im- 
plored her to be my friend. Never shall 
I forget her answer *^ Alas! Ma'am,** 
Said -she in French ; *^ when we have once 
spld ourselves to ^riiquity, we are obliged, ever 
after, to steel our hearts to the inlets of coro* 
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{lagstoiu** From tlie constant terror of mind 
I iabeured under^ my health was beginning 
fast to decline; and had it not been for the 
good Thomas, who, as you will shortly know^ 
concerted the ,plan for my intended escape, I 
verily bdieve, the wretch's only comfort death^ 
wouid soon have freed me from Sir Oliver's 
power. As the time of my meeting this 
compassionate ci'eature approached, my heart 
throbbed with a variety of emotions. I knew 
if we should be discovered, all would be lost. 
£ut then I reflected on my Situation, and 
determined, at all events, to hazard the at« 
tempt. Theclock, atlength, Struck twelve. 
Oh 1 how ks soimd agitated me. One half 
hour more, thought I, and perhaps my doom 
will be decided ! To increase my agitation my 
Uunp seemed nearly out. I trimmed it as 
well as I could, listening all the while most 
anxiously, for Thomas's approach. The half 
hour was now expired ; but still he appeared 
not. . A thousand lears then distracted me, 
for it Struck me, that Jie tao would deceive 
me; ^ That Sir Oliver liad ordered him to act 

the part he ha44one; to answer some purpose, 

i2 
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6f his o\\Ti. Tliüs did I needkssly conjurc 
up imagcs of wo, for, in the rtidst of my 
distress, footsteps softly approached my dress* 
ing room door, and pi-esently after, Thomas 
whispered to me to let him in. You may 
suppose I was not long in granting his re- 
quest He then bade me speak low, or, he 
was fearful, he said, we should be overheai^, 
^^ Now lady,** said he, after loöking round 
the room cautiously, " I know wiiat I shall 
teil you will surprise you a great deal, but, as 
I hope to be saved^tis true,'* Hethehbegan 
by saying that though gratitude bound him 
him to assist Sir Oliver in «very honest un* 
dertaking, and he never knew him engage in 
any other before; yet, from his souI, he could 
not witness the present one, without doing 
all he could to frustrate it. He then let me 
into the secret of the letters which, he said, 
his mastcr had written himself to get me the 
more readily into his power. He further Said, 
that from the time I left England, Sir Oliver 
had orderedhis emissaries on shore tocircülate 
throughout the village of Cr— the report that 
\r liad died suddenly at Portsmoütb, önd, that 
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above all, to the domestics at the Lodge. To 
strengthen this scheme, Sir Oliver had like- 
wise concerted with some undertakers at 
Portsmouth to farnisb the fiineral, which was 
to arrive at the village on a given day, vvliea 
the coffin was to be interred in the -family 
vault. The Steward too was informed of my 
death, and desired to take his moasures ao- 
pordingly^ until Mr. Harcoiirt's retum to 
Englands ^^ And finally/* said Thomas^ ^' a 
ktter has been written to your husband to 
mduce him also to beli^ve you are no more» 
Thus^ you seß Ma'am,** continued he, *^ the. 
moU artful m^asures have be/sa. takjen to pre*- 
vent any suspicion of your being still alivei 
60 that, unless you will consent to certain 
things 1 'm going to propose, why the Lord 
onlyknows what's to become of you.** He 
then turned away his head, and, I could 
perceive, dr^w his band acro^ bis forehead. 
J^oWe minded fellow, how greatly am I in- 
debted to him! Trembling at my perilous 
ßituatiop, I inquired anxiously wliat were the 
terms he had to propose! *^ Those which," 

i3 
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replied he, solemnly ; ^^ gratitude to Sir Oliver 
for his past conduct to my parents and mysdtfi 
and a fearful anxiety about him, could atone 
compel nie to enforce. In short, they are 
these. You must swear never to return to 
Svglandj or have any commnnication there-^ 
with^^ Perhaps these might not be exactly 
his words, but the meaning was the same: — 
however, no matter; " while my master lives. 
As I Said before, all your friends suppose you 
dead, and your husband will likewise suppöse 
so when he reeeives Sir Oliver's letter. 
Therefore, if it was to be found out that the 
report is fabricated, my master would be ex- 
posed, and the law must take its course. Tq 
prevept which you must sweai* to abide by the 
terms I have just now proposed- 



H^re I stppped him ; for I knew what he was 
going to say ; and begged that he would spare 
me the pain of hearing it. With respect to 
the nature of his proposal, I deemed it such, 
as nothing but the idea of the horrid alterna- 
tive could justify my compliance with. This I 
observed, and used evcry persuasion to induce 
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in 



Irim to soften it. But he continued inflexible; 
and finding that my accession therewith was 
my only resource to escape from the wretch 
Sir Oliver, the next time 1 saw him privjrfefy, 
I took the oath required. 



'.■■» 
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CHAPTER XVIL 



xIE then told me that the plan which he 
had formed for the efFecting of my escape was, 
that of lettmg myself down from my dressing 
room Window by means of a rop6 ladder which 
he would oontrive should be ready at a fixed 
time ; and when my flight was discovered, to 
prevent suspicion of his being an accomplice, 
he would beforehand bribe one of the men 
servants to leave his master's Service ; so that, 
Sir Oliver might conclude he was accessary 
to it, With a gratefui heart I ret)irn?d him 
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my wärmest acknowledginents^ and inquired 
anxiously if I succeeded inrnyattempt, what. 
course, he thought^ I had best take to elude 
pursuit^ if any sliould be made! ** Why as 
to that matter,** said he, ^' IVe been thinking 
it would be as wqII to write to a sister of mine 
who lives in a neat little cottage in Flanders 
to come to Calais and meet you. And, 
if you have no olgection, you could go back 
with her, and stay with her as long as you 
thought fitr I told him I approved of his 
plan exceedingly, and wished him to carry it. 
immediately into execution. He then left 
me to my reflections, which, though he as- 
8ured me there was little doubt but that his 
plan would succeed, were such, as Providence 
only could have enabled me to support, A 
few weeks only had passed away, when I was 
the happy wife and mother; surrounded by 
my friends; and bkssed with all the enjoy- 
ments of life. Heavens! what a reverse did I 
then experience! Deprived of all at once! 
Oh! *twas a severe triah 

When I had an opportunity to speak to 
Thomas again, he informed me that he had 

i5 
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written to his sister, and appointed the day he 
wished her to be at Calais ready to receive me. 
This comforted me exceedkigly, particukurly, 
as he told me, that it was not very distant. 
However to counterbalance my satisfaction on 
that head, I had to suffer an increased free* 
dorn in Sir Oliver's behaviour, which, I did 
not dare to resent in the manner I could have 
wished, fearful thatit would only irritate him 
the more. And, as I fiattered myself that 
•my deliverance was near at band, tp preveht 
suspicion, I treated him kss contemptuously 
than before. My policy succeeded. He 
was enraptured at the change in my manner, 
and, most likely, cotigratulated himself with 
the c^rtainty of gaining^ ground in his villa- 
nous designs. The moming of the evening 
on which the attempt was lo be made, I eia- 
ployed in arranging such of my clothes as 
I judged would be of the most use so me; 
secreting amongst them my valuables; for 
though the good Thomas had hinted, in as 
delicate a manner as pössible, that I need not 
make myself uneasy relative to pecuniary 
afFairs, while he had a farthing left ; I knewl 
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liad no occasiön for his Services in that resped^: 
my diamonds and trinkets being of thetn- 
selves pf no inconsiderable value. Nothing 
particular oqcursed during the day^ though 
many significant looks were exchanged be* 
tween my delivecer that was to be and mystif^ 
At night^ I retired to my Chamber at the usual 
hour, and just as the dock Struck one^ heard 
the sound of footsteps softly approach my 
dressing room; and presently after, the ajv 
pointed signal^ three gentle taps against the 
door. Trembling with hope and fear, I ini 
stantlyopenedit,and,to my infinite joy, beheld 
my sincere üriend with a rope ladder in his 
band; which, without speaking, he fastened 
to the inside of the window that looked into 
a yard; which liaving opened cautiouslyy he 
coughed very low ; a man in the yard instantly 
answered the signal> and whispered that he 
was ready. Thomas then threw the rope 
ladder out of the window, and held it in his 
hand to see it was sufficiently strong for me 
to descend by. This being ascertained,» hfe 
prayed to God that I might soon be out of his 
master*s reach, and assisted me dowa the lad« 

i6 
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-dar. I fortunately reached the ground ih 
8i£sty; and thanking my generous deliverer^ 
moanted behind the man whom he had pre- 
vioittly engaged as a confederate, and onoe 
more found myself on the road to Calais; 
where, Thomas had told me^ at a certain 
house, at which my conductor would stop^ I 
Should find his sister; with whom I was in- 
ftantly to proceed by cross roads^ which she 
vms weil acquainted with^ to the town of V-^— 
and thenoe make the best of our way in any 
public conveyance to her cottage in Flanders. 
The night was rather unfavorable, which 
«mpeded our progress considerably; but at 
length^ we reached Caisis, and stopped at a 
amall house in an obscure street, where we 
found Thomas's sister ready to receive us; 
immediately aa our arrival^ she desired my 
conductor to get the horses saddled^ while 
the procured rae some refreshment. How- 
ever I was not much disposed to eat, and 
therefore we passed the time in conversation* 
I found her a civil, obliging creature, the 
cxact counterpart of Thomas in point of 
disposition. She soon apprized me m the 
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kii^dest manner tliat she ^ould be very happy 
if I would condescend^ as she expressed it, to 
remain at her cottage as long as I thought 
proper; and then began to teil me the reason 
of her living in Flanders; which was^ that 
very early in life she had left her native ooun» 
try fbr a short time to visit a distant relation 
who lived in that country, arid at whose 
house she had got acquainted with her late 
husband, with whom she lived happily many 
years; but death at last separated them. He 
left her the cottage in question^ which she 
assured me, was not a little pleasant, with a 
competency to live in the most frugal mannen 
She thought^ she said, she should never agaia 
See England^ for all her old friends had long 
since paid the debt of nature. By thifii timpe 
t{ie man was at the door with the horses, 
when I instantly resumed my Station on 
horseback^ while Mrs. Grandiere mounted 
the other horse and rode by our side^ giving 
directions as to the road we were to take» 
We prooeeded thus at a tolerable rate until 
the moming dawned ; we then alighted at a 
cottage by the road side^ and gave the horses 
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refreshment. In abont an hpur we continued 
©ur journey, anJ, in the evening, reached the 
•owTi of V — y where Mrs. Grandiere and my- 
eelf immediately took places in one of tb€ 
public stages, as we call tliem in England, and 
left the' man, whom I paid handsomely, be^ 
hind. In three days after we arrived, without 
meeting with any alarm on the way, at Mrs. 
G*8 cottage, which, without exception, Struck 
l»e to be the neatest I had ever seen. Its 
Situation toa charmed me exceedingly. I 
want^ only my Härcourt and my child to 
have admired it with me, and I should have 
been happy to have spent the remainder of 
my days in it. 

I had not remained in it a week, befure I 
exprQSsed a wish to my kind hostess tp take 
iip my abode with her. As I flattered myself, 
ßhe was rejoiced at my determination, and 
ässured me that it should be her study to make 
every thing as comfortable as her confined 
means would allow. In fact,. I judged from 
the tenderness with whieh she treated me, 
*hat Thomas had acquainted her with my un- 
happy Situation. In that secluded spot 1 lived 
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nearly twenty years; during which time, as I 
conjectured, the dispcsal of my valuables 
brought me in more than sufficient to pay 
the expenses of my board. l frequently 
heard from. Thomas who, in one of his letters, 
informed me of the heart rending tidings öf 
nly husband's and my child's death, the latter 
of which, he particularly mentioned, took 
place soon after I sailed from England. I 
shall not say a word respecting my feelings on 
the receipt of that letter. The rest of my 
history relative to my meeting with the son 
of Mr. Howard, I suppose, you already know. 
I must observc^ however, that, whenfirstbe 
solidted me to put myself uader his protection 
to England, I was not absolved from my oathy 
though in course, I mentioned not a word pf 
that nature to him. Indeed. I could not beair 
the remembrance of it myself. Just befeu» 
he returned to England to my astonishment, 
aud delight, though not unmixed with a de- 
gree of concern, Thomas wrote me word 
that Sir Oliver was no more. " ThefgE^" ex- 
claimed I aloud, while I read the intelligence, 
'* \ shalJ again behold the place where I was 
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born !'* The idea difFused the utmost joy over 
my heart ! and when the young soldier again 
profFered to escort me to iny n^itive cduntry, 
I na longer refused to put myself under his 
protection. I afideavoured to prevail upon 
Mrs. Grandiere to accompany me^ but I did 
not succeed. We parted, therefor^, with many 
tears and caresses. But little did I think on 
my arrival here to^'find a long lamented son 
and husband. But the ways of providence 
are Strange and inscrutable ! not to be defined 
iby human fbre&ight. Thus I have related the 
.particulars of my life during the last twenty 
years> which, I think^ cannot fail to impress 
your minds with astonishment that after a 
lapse of so long a time, änd when every mean^ 
had been taken to prevent it, I should, sit last, 
be reunited to the dearest objects I have on 
earth.. 
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CnAPTER XVlIt 



IjLeRE Mrs. Hafcourt eeased^ and reeeived 
the thanks of all present for indulging tbem 
wJth the recital, which they pronounced the 
most Singular they had ever heard* Neither 
wäre they wanting in expressing their sentit 
ments of Sir OliverV infamoua conduct; 
while their hearts acknowledgad and adored 
that power who had restored the lately un- 
fortunate, bat now, happy Louisaj to t}ie 
bosom of her family. They were at a loss 
howevcr to account for Thomas*^ motive in 
allegtng that Mr. Hßrcourt was no mpret 
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though they conjectured rightly that it arose 
from Mr. Harcourt's having changed his 
name, which caused Thomas to be misiu« 
formed. Nosoonerhadsheheardthatherpoor 
otd favourite servant, was still living, than she 
woold ha ve gone directly to see her, had she 
not beeil apprehensive that the surprise would 
prove too much for one in her advanced years^ 
She therefore contented herseif with sending 
an afiectionate letter^ and with it, a valuable 
present, fearfu! that the poor creature could 
not procyre the nourishing food her age 
required. 

• A few weeks nöw passed on, during which 
Belmont Lpdge was undecgoing a complete 
State of repain Mr. arid Mrs, Harcourt, 
with their son, went occasionally to super- 

, intend the work people, and to give Orders . 
for such improvöments as their united» taste 

"^ictated. On their return from one of these 
excursions, to the satisfaetion of Fredericfc 
and his father, th^y found Singleton arrived, 
whom they welcpmed in the wärmest manner^ 
and introduced to Mrs. Härcourt, " Nothii^g 
could hßVe increased n)y hiappiness möre,'* 
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€aid Mn H shaking him by the band, 

•* than to see the friend of my boy at bis fe- 
tber's house! Oh, Louisa! he is indeed a 
friend ; for he took Frederick*s part, whe» 
he had no one eise to stand up for hUn." 

" Mr. Harcourt,'* cried Singleton fre- 
quently while he was speaking, *^ pardon me 
but — ^you .** 

^^ Ay, ay," interrupted Mr. H — , ^^ I 
know what you are at. However you can*t 
prevent me from feeling, if you do from 
epeaking. But how's this?'* lool^ing roond 
the room, ^ why yoüVe not come alone — ^I 
hope! where's you friend Captain SedleyF* 

*^ I thank you," retumed Singleton, ^* but 
he has lately joined his regiment.^ 

** Indeed r excIaimedMr. H— lookingras 
if hedoubted; ^^ well if that be the case, 
no blame can be imputed to you for »pt 
bringing him with you j but, if I thought 
you Said so merely as an öxouse for leaviiig 
him in Töwn, 'because you were fearful of 
trespassing on our hospitality, I shoulcl say 
you wronged both myself and family.** 

Singjeton smiledy but assured himhe had 
told him the truth. 
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« Well—wdl thei^" säid he, « if I m«st 
believe you, I must. Büt how has my fittle 
niece here treated you since your arrival ? well 
I trustr 

To this question Singleton retumed a pcv 
lite answer, which Harriet declared was due 
to her. Singleton, in coui'se, did not dispute 
it; and thua thc conversationjoatbat subject|. 
ceased. 

It was now in the height of summer^ sa 
that the oountry pi-eseiit^d the most captiva^ 
ting appeaUftace^' Singleton protested he had 
fiever passed his time so pleasantly. He 
would frequen% ti^averse the mosb tinfre^ 
^uented path3> admiring nature in her most 
iincultivated. State, and vi6w .with ecstacy the 
glowing scene. So absorbed would he be in 
his refiections, that he thought not of re^ 
turning, until the voice of apeasant aoeident> 
ally passing near him, calßng his faithful 
shepherd dog, oc ginging his rustic song with 
glee that denoted peace within bis breast, re- 
Hiinded hin) it was tiine. When again, if 
perchance, some new charm crossed iiis way, 
thö varie^ted li^idscape« tlie hanging preci* 
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|)t6e) ör the daisied meikl5 he would instantly 
stop his course, and again ihdidge in con^ 
templation swect. In fact, from having 
iatterly been in crowded cities, every object 
^ound him had its charms ^nhanced perhap« 
by novelty. In these hid walks, he oftert 
medttated on fonner times, when his valued 
mother was alive: and, when, with his brothef 
and sister, he passed the hapjDry days of child- 
}kkxL He sighed when he th^ght* bf hid 
poor Emily, peftdiered so by bis ' felly^; lEind 
ipartiGularly, since it prevented hw from mar^ 
lying Üie object of her choice, For himself 
he cared little; no difHculties he contended^ 
scaroely, were too great fof a man to-enöbiin- 
ter with. But it was very diflerent with- the 
softer sex; — ^they required assistanoe; orthey 
t^uld seldom make their way through life with 
lionor and credit. 

*^ O W Said he, one afternoon to Fr ederick 
äs they werte 'Walking together in the mfeadöw*j 
and conversing on the present custom of 
bringjing up girls without any fortune, ** how 
catt thdr parents reconcile itto themselvds tö 
study their accomplishments only, when they 
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cannot Icave them a fortune adequate to the 
Support of the common necessaries of life? Is 
it not needlessly wounding^ their sensibility 
aftenvar ds^ to accustom them to vain and fri- 
volous pleasures^ when, perhaps^ they soon 
may be compelled tö get their bread by their 
own industry ; or, the only alternative, u Hfe 
of infamy?'' 

" Most' certainlyr . replied Frederick; 
^^ at)id it is mUeb to be.wished that the custom 
you alladc tp, " woüld give place to a hetter — 
that-of an ußeful employment, of somekind. 
But, the misfortune is> parents continue to 
imbibe the foolish ideä that ii they givetlieir 
cl)iU}rena goo4 education, whicl), accordi^g to 
the noodern «cceptation of the term, consists 
in learqing French and Italian — ^music — ^and 
thelike; they* havedone their duty; and that 
their girls, in consequence, are more likely to 
make their^for tunes by marriage. How often 
tliey iiavebeen disappointed,, it is but requisite 
ib look into the catalogue of old maids; for 
men x)f sense rightiy consider accomplish- 
mei;vts as the poli^hj not the .worth of \X\^ 
di^opd:". •;..',,. 
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•^^ Tme;'* retumed Singleto»^ *^ and, yet, go 
where you will, accomplishments are the or- 
•der of the day. At London, as well as at 
other places, if you go into an inferior shop 
even, to purchase a trifle, my lÜe on't, before 
you can make known your waiits^ your ears 
will be assailed by the sound of die piano* 
forte, which crowded intoja srnrall backroom, 
serves mama for a sideboard, and Miss to 
frighten away papa's cust<>mers.'' 

Frederick laughed heartily at his friend^s 
reinark, and told him, he thought it might 
be of Service if he were to submit it to the 
opinion of the world« The conversaition thea 
took a difFerent turn. 

About this time a person was seen at the 
village who mäde many inquiries after niy 
Lord Gainsford's family; which was his seat 
in the village, &c. &c. Being informed, he 
went there immediately, and surprised his 
Lordship by the appearance of a. stranger>, 
When asked his busiaess, he said he had late^ 
ly come from abroad, aud had brought with 
him a smali packet of letters, which, h^ .ha4 
•Ofders, i to leav^ tvithl his Lordjship. " A 
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Binall packet of letters to leave wit'h nie!** 
iBaid bis Lordship; *^ why are.you sure, my 
^ood friend — ^but let me look at the super- 
Kiriptioni *Tisright enoügh however;',* resu* 
med he, having glanced his eyeover it; " and 
surely the band is not unkm>\vn to me! 'Tis 
JLovegate's, or Vm deceived.** 

" No— no,** cried Thomas, {for it was he !) 
*^ yoiir Lordsbip's right cnough. It is the 
poor younggentlemarfs. Abt he'll npt write 
to your Lordship again r blowing his nose. 
Now there was something in Thomas's look 
and manner at the time he thus expressed 
iiimself that operated powerfully on bis Lord* 
ship's feelings. 

*^ What then he*s dead> is he?" inquired 
liis Lordship, as he let the packet fall from his 
band. 

^' Yes poor gentieman,* answered Thomas 
with a sigb, and a shake of the head ! ^^ He's 
:gone. Bdt your Lordship shall hear the par* 
ticulars. First however I shall make bold to 
teil your Lordship that my name is Thomas 
Driver, fbrmerly a servant to Sir Oliver Syd- 
ney^ but no^ my Lord, my owA master 
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Here his Lordship started with surprise^ 
and viewed Thomas from head to footi 
** Well my Lordr continued he, *• you see 
Sir Oliver too lately died abroad^ and as I had 
then nothing to do^ I made up my mind to 
eome back to England as soon as I could settle 
a few matters of my own. However, befbre 
I could do thiS) as I was one day Walking in 
the streets of Vienna, I accidentally met a 
servant of Mr. Lovegate's who came from the 
Same place as I did^ and who had lived with 
the young gentleman's father. But, some- 
how or other, they disagreed; and what^ my 
Lord, did this hairhrained fellow take into his 
head, bat he would go to a foreign part; and 
so, while he w,as abroad, Mr. Lovegate saw 
him by accident, and htred him for himself; 
So, as I Said before, I met this same man in 
the Street, and^ though I say it myselt^ I.ivas 
BS much oveijoyed to see him as he could^bä 
to see me; for you see, myLord, we had'aU 
ways been very thick. So, with that, we 
soon begati to talk old times over, until at 
length, it came out, his master was on his 
death bed ; and that before he died^ he wisht» 
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^ V€ty madi to send this packet,** laying hls 
band upon the one tn question, ^' by trusty 
baads to England ; as he did not like it to go 
by the public way. Now, my Lord, as I was 
always reckoned tolerably honest, and as I 
knew I sbould soon ctime to England, I 
thougbt I might as well proffer to take it my« 
seif; and, accordingly, so I did. Mr. Stan« 
ton was pleased to say he was sure bis master 
would die much easier if I would take the 
trouble, and retum me many thanks. With 
that we parted} he having taken my direction 
that he might know where to find me, whea 
he had informed Mr. Lovegate of my profFer. 
And it was well he did so ; for the next day 
he came post. haste to my lodgings, aud told 
me, bis master was impatient to see me. 
Now, my Lord, I was never very fond of 
Yisiting sick people, and I would fain haye 
beeii excused ; but my friend would not hear 
dn't;.60 I went. I was accordingly shown 
into a Chamber where I beheld the poor young 
gentleman lying in bed, seemingly, near bis 
cnd. The instant I entered, he beckoned 
me to tue bed side, and looked at me wistfully 
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for some time before he attempted to speak. 
As I took notioeof his death like countenance, 
I feit myself a good deal moved. It was what 
I ought to have been you know^ my Lord, 
fbr one ia his Situation« I tbought to my«» 
seif, perhaps it might be tny tum soon, and 
therefore I feit for him^ as> had I been dying, 
1 could have wished him to have feit for me. 
As I made bold to take his feverish band, I 
involuntarily cried '^ poor gentleman t** when 
4such a mist came orer my eyes, with such au 
odd feeling at my heart^ that somehow cn* 
other, I was forced to tum my head aside ;— « 
this vexed me a good deal, for I had never 
any opinion of outward grief. I was vexed 
also on another acoount, for I saw it afFected 
the poor gentleman ; who gently pressed my 
hand, and sighing^ as if his heart was going 
to break, sunk on the pillow. I tried to 
speak as weit as he, but could not ; at length, 
raising himself on the bed, he was going to 
ask me if something, when he could not go 
on. However, as I bethought what he was 
' going to say, I begged him to cpmfc»! him- 
self, for I told him Fd do any thing I cooki 
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to make him easier. He then lookeä at tne 
so gratefully my Lord, that I oouki not stand 
it ; so I was obliged once more to turn away 
my head. When I ventured to look at him 
•agam, his eyes glistened, while his cheeks 
^ushed with a hectic colour. Still he seemed 
a little better, and again trying to speak, I 
could hear him say something about reward- 
ing me for my trouble : but I stopped him 
Short there my Lord; for it hurt me he 
should think I could not do an act of kind- 
•ness for a fellow creature without being paid 
for it, Had he been in health, I might have 
forgot myself. As it was, I told him I hoped 
he would not mention any thing more about 
that, Shortly after I left him ; for he seemed, 
all of a suddeo^ to be getting worse ; and as 
my heart was not made of stone, I wasglad 
io get avvay. As soon as I settled my busi- 
ness, I set sail for England. The moment 
I landed, I made the best of my way to Lon- 
don, where I inquired for your Lordship's 
Town house. Having at last found it, I went 
to it directly in Order to learn where your , 
Lordsliip was gone^for the summen One of 
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the servants was kind enough to teil me ; and 
without loss of time, I hastened here. This 
my Lord, is all I knovv about the packet ^ 
. " .Well, my honest fellow,*' said his Lord- 
ship, who had been greatly affected by the 
artless manner with which he had related his 
tale, and who now proceeded to open the 
packet. " I See for whom these letters are 
intended, and will certainly forward thena . 
without delay. But you have not yet told me 
whether Mr. Lovegate died !" Reading the 
■letter which was directed to him, and which 
$eemed to inove him much. 

" Oh yes^ my Lord,** retumed Thomas, 
/^ sure enough the poor gentleman died, the 
second day after I had seen him ; and so I said 
before, as your Lordship will remember after 
a bit." For Thomas could not fail to observe 
his Lordship*s emotion. 

Lord Grainsford sighed as he put the letter 
into his pocket, and exclaimed, " How is this 
to be disclosed to his father ! But now Tihomas 
do teil me, what caused you to return to 
England? Was it because you have many 

friends here, or • ." 

K 3 
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*^ Why yes, my Lord,*' replied Thcnnas; 
to be sure that was onc reason. Bat," hesU 
tating^ " I had a stronger than that. And 
now I think on't, präy may I make bold to 
ask your Lordship if you know one Mrs. 
Egerton ?" 

Lord Gainsford. — *^ I knqw such a person 

by name. She has lately come into this 

. part; she is thought to be an amiable 

woman? They say she's just arrived in 

England.** 

^^ So she is an amiable woman T said Tho«» 
mas, delighted; *^ and so every body must 
say if they do her justice. I wish much to 
See her ! perhaps jrour Lordship could teil me 
where to find her !** 

** Why, I believcr, I can,** retumed his 
Lordship smiling; " but what can you pos- 
fiibly have to say to Mrs. Egerton, Thomas!** 
Why as to that,'* rejoined Thomas, 

Vm not at present, you see, my Lord, at 
liberty to teil ; but, in the course of time, your 
Lordship may know." 
- ^* On those conditions then," said his 



t6 



VJRTUE AND VICK. 199 

Lordship," TU engage that you shall see her 
before many days elapse. But come now, 
and take some refreshment.'' 

Thomas thanked his Lordship^ and gladly 
accepted the ofi^n 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



IN the course of half an hour Thomas has* 
tened to join his Lordship^ who, with the 
utmost condescension, told bim every cir- 
cumstance that had occurred relative to Mrs. 
Harcourt, and that she was now with her 
husband at the village. Thomas was as much 
amazed at hearing this, as Mrs. H's friends 
were at hearing her story. Bat, on being 
assured by his Lordship that he might depend 
on what he had heard, he anxiously rcquested 
to be informed also of the housQ in 
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which the good lady lived/ His Lordship 
having complied with his request, he was not . 
long in reaching it; and, in his hurry to be 
adniitted, half pulled the knocker from the 
door. Some few minutes, however, elapsed, 
before it wafe opened : for the footmen having 
unfortunately little or nbthing to employ their 
time, were amusing themselves with making 
love to the female servants in the kitxihen : — 
but, no sooner did they hear Thomas's rap, 
than they rather indelicately pushed the dam- 
sels fron» them, and after adjusting their 
dress, hurried up stairs, conjecturing from 
the loodness of* it, that a Baronet, at least, 
had called. Think then of their astonishmcnt 
at seeing a man in piain clothes and decent 
appearance only, rush pass them, and without 
saying a syllable, fly up.the stairs, and enter 
the drawing room! Mrs. Harcourt who hap- 
pened to be sitting alone, raised her eyes to 
see who it was, and to her unspeakable satis-' 
faction, traced the well remenibered featurea. 
of her deliverer and friend. She instantly 
ran up to him, and taking his hand^ wel- 
comed him to herhouse in the mo&t flattering 
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manner. He^ for his part, was half frantic 
with joy ; he bathed the hand of his wronged 
ladyy as he calied Mrs. Harcourt, with his 
tearSy and declared he never feit so happy in 
all his life. At this moment, Mr. Harcourt 
and Frederick returned from their walk ; and, 
surprised at the scene before diem, knew not 
what to think ; until Mrs. Harcourt disengaged 
her hand, and addressing her husband, said, 
" This, my love, is the good Thomas you 
have heard me mention, Permit me to m- 
troduce hiin to you! He is just now arrived, 
and, as you perceive, oveijoyed to see me 
againT 

Immediately Mr. Harcourt and his son 
exclaimed in a breath, " Indeed ! What ! the 
hone?^t Thomas! Then most welcome here. 
Oh — how can we thank you sufficiently!'* 

*^ Hold!" interrupted he, " nothanksare 
duetome; for, you see, gentlemen, lacted 
only as my conscience told me.'* 

" And in so doing," said Mr. Harcourt; 
" you are sufficiently repayed. Iknow it, 
my good friend; and I know also that the 
nobler the mind is, the more it shrinks from 
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hearing its own praise. But— now teil me, 
Thomas! how came you to know where to 
find Mrs. Harcourt T 

" Why you See sir,*' replied Thomas, ^* one 
Lord Gainsford told me, and likewise that 
you are the supposed Mr. Elsdale; so that I 
apprehend there'ü be nothing for me now to 
do. Heaven be praised it is so, say I, though 
I came back to England partly, on purpose, 
to help the poor lady here to recover the 
estates of her husband ; for, I was led to 
think, sir, you had, long ago, died abroad. 

" As also of my son's death I suppose! 
Said Mr. Harcourt. 

*^ I was indeed sir;" replied Thcmias; and 
sent the lady word so, Did n't I Ma'am.'* 

*' Your own word is sufficient my good 

fellowT returnedMr. H smiling, " But 

pray teil me — ^What measures did Sir Ofiyer 
take> after he discovered my Louisa's flight!'* 

" What measures!" ariswered Thomas; 
^^ why he frightened us almost to death by 
his ravings. Indeed, sir, we all concluded 
he'd go mad. However, instead of ordering 
a pursuit to be made, as I was fearfuFhe would^ 
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he left the country soon after, apprehending, 
I dare say, that the lady would gp instantly 
to Calais, and there take her passage for old 
England; where I should think, he supposed, 
she would make her case known^ and J* 

** Ay, ay, I understand you ;" interrupted 

Mr.H , "well! *tis v€ry probable :" after 

a pause, " You were very partial to your master 
Thomas r 

Thomas. — ^^ Yes, sir; he was very good 
to me, and my poor father and mother ; and, 
Icould never be ungrateful;** sighing deeply . 

Mr. Harcöurt. — " Pardon me Thomas — 
I'm sorry to distress you; but, if I recoUect 
right, my Louisa told me, he once rendered 
you the most essential Service!'* 

" And so he did sir! Heaven forgive and 
blesshim;" cried Thomas emphatically; " but 
ril teil you sir, how it was. In thevUlage 
where Sir Oliver's favourite seat was, lived 
my father and mother, in a neat, snug cottage 
not far off. I'm not ashamed to say sir, they 
were poor, and worked hard foraliving; but 
wliat of that! 'i Jiey were strong and able; 
and thüugh they had but little, it was their 
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own, and got by honest industry, Howcver, 

as their family increased, they, in course, 

were rather more straightened, as one may 

say ; but they murmured not ; for they often 

told me, and my little brothers, they would do 

all they could for us while we could not he^) 

ourselves; and, they hoped, we would dothe 

same for them in their old age» Poor inno- 

cents ! as we hung about their necks, we all 

promised we would, and grew up under their 

care, strong, chuhby. little fellows, thou^ 

we had frequently nothing to eat but a potato 

and a cnist of bread.^ And, yet, sir, people 

Said, few children of the rieh, in the neigh- 

bourhood, looked healtbier than we did. But 

as fortune would have it, just as we got big 

enougb to run about a little, one of the two 

CO WS that my mother kept, died; and, muph 

about that time> my father feil sick, owing, 

as my mother told him, to bis grieving so at 

the loss of five of bis best lambs. Well — 

what to do sir, neither of 'em knew* Rent 

day was Coming on fast> for my father hired 

a bit of land-of a neighbouring farmer,, a hard 

heartei^ stingy fellow, who,. though, he'd got 
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■ almost the whole parish to himself^ had not 
; the good word of any one. So, you see, sir, 
my father thought how it would be, if he was 
not ready at the time, and that made him 
worse. Now, sir, when he*d nothing to do 
of liis own he used to work for other people^ 
and so eam a goodish deal of money that way ; 
but he was now too ill to work, and neither of 
US was big enough to go out in his stead. 
We all fretted a good deal at this, though 
they tried to comfort us, by telling us, may- 
hapy my mother's favourite word, sir, . gtxxl 
mighttum out of evil. And, sure enough, 
so it did ; for when old Grumpey began to 
tease my father for his rent, and was füll of 
his threatenings to send us all to gaol, a friend 
Btarted up in Sir Oliver Sydney, who happened 
to be in the village at the time, and, who 
heard of our hard case by chance. Well, 
sir, what did he do, but come himself to our 
- little cottage; bid my father cheer up; paid 
his rent; bought my mother another cow, 
and replaced my father's lambs; giving him 
fifty pounds, as he told him, to pay his doc- 
tor*s bill, and to buy decent clothes for his 
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little ones. But that was not all. He did 
not like to do things by halves, so he took 
me and put me to school ; and^ when I was 
about fourteen, ofFered to bind me to a trade, 
or take me to live with him. My father and 
mother, as you may think sir, were oveijoyed 
at either of these proposals, and bid me 
ccHisider which I should like best. I was not 
however long in considering; so I told them, 
I had made up my mind to choose the latter. 
They said^ " very well,** and spent their last 
Shilling to fit me for the place, as they called 
it. Well sir, I went, at first, as footboy to 
run of errands for the footmen, or to do any 
little odd Jobs. Bat by degrees, through the 
•kindness of Sir Oliver, I got to be somethii^g 
higher; until, at last, he made me hisvalet; 
and never had a servant a better master. 
Now, sir, don't you think Td sufficient reason 
to be grateful to Sir Oliver?** hastily wiping 
away many a falling tear. 

^* You certainiy had Thomas !** replied Mr. 
Harcourt, musing; " fm only astonished 
that the man who could act so nobly as you 
have now described, could prove the vülain 

• • • 

he did to a defenceless woman." 
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" Ah, sir," cried Thomas, " so was I; 
particularly in the manner Pve heard him 
speak of you. The last word he uttered was 
your name P 

" Strange indeed T retumed Mr. H 

sighing-; '* bat such is the imperfection of 
human nature. A perfect character will nevör 
again be found on earth. But, come, my 
worthy fellow, you, who approach as near 
perfection as any other man living, for the 
present let us take awalk together, andopen 
our minds to each other more freely; fori 
assure you, it is my wish, Thomas, never to 
part with you while we both live, Now^ say, 
have you any objeetion to live for the future 
near my Louisa? If you have not, I will take 
care to provide you with a comfortable little 
place near our favourite residence. What say 
you to this?" 

" What say I sir,'* rejoined Thomas, " why, 
you see, I can't say much at present," visibly 
afFected; -^ bat I feel a good deal." 

'^ Enough thenf exclaimed Mr. H ■. ■ > , 
^ come — let's away." 

^ Why yes,** cried Thomas;: ^* I- must 
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say, I should like to live near my wronged lady 
" here;" bowing to Mrs. Harcourt. 

" The satisfaction my good friend," said 
Mrs. H — , " would be mutual; and when 
\ve get further advanced in years, you knovv 
Thomas, we can amuse ourselves by talking 
over the eventful scenes of our earlier days.** 

** True Ma'am — so we can;'* retumed he 
delighted; '* and if I should ever see any of 
your friends, sinking under their load of mis- 
fortunes, I shall mnke bold to tiell them ta 
learn of you how to bear it.** 

He then retired with Mr« Harcourti. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



ImMEDIATELY aftcr Lord Gainsford 
received the packet from Thomas, he sent 
the letters to the different persons for whom 
they were intended* Two of them were for 
Singleton, and Frederick, who got theirs in 
the course of the day. The other, being for 
Sir William Lovegate, hisLordshipintrasted 
to the care of one of his servants whom he 
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ordered to proceed with it, with all possible 
haste. But as the style of these letters, at 
least of the two which Singleton and Frede- 
rick received, was not, in their c^inion, 
particularly elegant, (and we will take it for 
granted that they were capable of forming an 
opinion,) it has been suggested to me, that 
as I have been favored with the sight of them, 
it would be better to inform fny readers of 
their purport^ than submit them to their 
perusal. 

FoUowing tbis advice, which, I hope, w»)t 
Bot be deemed obstrusive, or be misconstrued 
into egotism, I shall begin by stating the con->, 
tents of the one which my Lord Gainsford 
received. They were simply these. The 
first few lines expressed the deepest contritioa 
which the writer professed to feel for his past 
conduct, relative to the misunderstanding that 
he had been anxioos to create between Fre- 
derick and his Lordship; the latter of whom 
he confessed, he had grossly deceived with 
respect to the former. That he was insti-. 
gated, in so doing, by the revenge he bore 



212 VIRTUE AND VICE. 

Frederick for having rescued Miss Howard 
froni his emissaries whom he häd employed to 
carry her ofF; as, also, from the jealousy 
\*hich her evident partiality to Frederick gave 
rise to. He confcssed likewise that he had 
written the letters which had caused the mis- 
understanding between them, and that he had 
intercepted Frederick's answer, substituting 
one of his own. In short, Frederick owed 
to his artifice^ every unamiable point of view 
in which he might appear. He concluded 
with acknowledging that he had again sought 
to get Mary into his power at the masquerade. 
On reading this, his Lordship was not much 
surprised; for^ it may be remembered, he 
had before strongly suspected that Frederick's 
eonduct viBS misrepresented, atid particularly, 
after his conveisation with Mr. Harcourt, 
then under the feigned name of Elsdale, 
respecting the letter which Frederick received 
as if from Mary, proving a forgery, But 
his pity for the feelings of his old friend Sir 
William Lovegate, deterred him from show- 
ing this letter to any one save Lady Gainsford 
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and myself, both of whom commended his 
delicacy; the former, at the same time, ob- 
^serving, she was fearful that Lovegate was 
not the only young man ruined by excessive 
indulgenoe^ and wrong advice of parents» 
*^ Perhaps,** conlihued her Ladyship, ^* his 
mother may now wish that instead of priding 
Ijerself on seeing her'son a fashionable man, 
she had exerted her endeavours to render him 
a respectable one;** 

In justice, however, to Prederick, his con- 
duct was exculpated to his friends. Lpve- 
gate's letter to him was very similar to that to 
Lord Grainsford, though, in one.part of it, 
there was this difFerence ; that could Frederick 
have Seen his altered appearance, it would 
greatly have disarmed his resentmeht. • Fre* 
derick sighed as he read this passage, and 
regretted that Lovegate could never know 
how heartily he forgave him. And here he 
could not avoid reflecting, that the very means 
which Lovegate had employed to ruih him, 
had, through the interposition of providence, 
beenconvwted to the discovery'of his parents. 



tl4 VIRTUfi AND VICB. 

The two other letters ftre yojt to be discIoSed» 
Xhat to Singleton was particularly interesüng^ 
U least to him, for it infwmed him that as 
Lov^ate had not won his fortune £tirly, to 
ynake every reparation in his power, he had 
left it expressly in his will that the whole of 
it should be refunded with interest from the 
time he had deprived hhn of it» He further 
stated, that) unhappily for him, Singleton 
was not the only one whose fortunes he had 
possessed himself of inasimilar manner; but 
whom, he had tried in vain, to find out, that 
he might restore them. The sensations 
which Singleton feit on reading this, can be 
conceived, perhaps, only by those who ha^e 
beenin the same Situation ; yet, to his immortal 
honor be it known, that his joy proceeded 
rather from the reflection that he could now 
give his sister a respectable fortune at least, 
and, therewith, his sanction to her marriage 
with his friend, than from any selfish consi* 
deration. Not that he would wish it to be 
understood the intelligence was indifferent to 
himself; for he now had it in his power to 



VIRTUS AND VICE. 3U 

ößxr a samething, with his hearti to one 
whom he had scarce venturcd to think of ; 
though he knew that^ witbout her^ he never 
could be happy« As^ however^ he was past 
that romantic age in which love is fondiy sup- 
posed to supply every deficiency^ he had ,too 
mudi regard for the object of his passion to 
seek to plunge her into poverty and trouble» 
While he was indulging these reflections^ 
Sir William Lovegate received his letter^ 
which, 'na course^ as it professed the utmost 
concern for the iineasiness that his son had 
caused bim^ afFected tlie poor old man much; 
indeed, he did not live a long time after; 
which afibrded the world an opportunity to say 
that it had shortened his days. Though the 
grief of his lady was, at the firist, more vio^ 
lent than bis, its duration was but transient« 
It resembled a mighty torrent, which, in its 
fury, o'erspent itself. But to Hrop the me« 
taphor, in the course of six months afterwards, 
she made a second husband as miserable ai 
«he had made the iirst» Fortunately for him^ 
he was sooa released« 
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Having thus disclosed the secret of the 
siibject of the letters, we have to recall our 
attention to Emily Singleton, who had ad* 
hered faithfully to the promise she had made 
her brother, never to see or hear from Sedley 
in her then present circumstance«. This 
promise Singleton had received before he 
joined his friends at the village. Thus, Eipily 
had from that time, endeavoured to forget 
Sedley ; though, occasionally, a lingering 
thonght, would, in spite of her, steal athwart 
her bosom, and rob it of its tranquillity. She 
knew that Sedley still loved her; for scarcely 
a week elapsed that she did not receive letters 
from him, which, with a sigh, she returned 
unopened. While she was thus acting con* 
trary to her inclinations, she heard from her 
brother, who, in his letter, apprized her of 
the change in his circumstances, and that he 
no longer opposed her wishes, if they were 
still centred on hisfriend, Sedley. Heavens! 
thought the sweet girl, as she read the letter; 
can it be] or is he only sporting with my— 
yet, no — no— rhe is too good — too amiable. 



VIRTUE AND VICÜ, '217 

Great God ! then my poor brother will again 
be happy. In the folness of her heart she 
burst into tears, and retlred to her Chamber 
to give her feeling» vent. In fact, all the 
good people who have been introduced in this 
Kttle Tale, were congratulating themselves on 
some unexpected good, with the exception 
of one, who deserved it as mach as anj^ 
of them — Edward. He still feit unhappyi 
for though bis mistress gave him eveiy en- 
couragement consistent with delicacy, he 
deemed it a breach of honor to take ad- 
vantage of it. '* No,** said he, to the winds, 
♦^ I will not disgrace the famiFy of my beloved 
Caroline, even if she would consent to be 
mine! And heaven forbid that I should ask 
her while I remain as I am. No — ^perish the 
thought first.'^ 

But, as he knew that his words coiiM avail 
him little, he summoned up resolution once 
more tö leave thosefor whom alone he wished 
to live. Yes ! — he again sought fortune and 
renown in fields of blood; — though the dis- 
tressing reflection that if he rose it must be 
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by another's fall, damped his ardor for pro- 
motion, and caused liim rather to hope that 
his sufFerings might be terminated by a glo- 
rious death. When he first signified his 
intention, it was evident to his friends, as 
well as to his father, that it was the hope of 
advancing himself in life that he might render 
4:he difFerence of rank between him and 
Caroline less conspicuous, which influenced 
his determination. Indeed Lord Gainsford 
amongst the rest, concluded that that was 
the reason ; with which he was so well pleased, 
that, he toM his father privately, for his spirit, 
when he returned,^ he should not go un- 
rewarded. As for his Lordship's other young 
friend, whom he regarded with the affection 
of a parent, he had lately received a letter 
from the wretch who had foreed him away 
from Margery, and who had given Lovegate 
the. wished for information respecting his 
birth. This unhappy man was now, he in- 
formed Frederick, in prison, and sentenced 
by the laws of his country lo die. It aftqr- 
Yfiirds came out tliat hc was one pf the meo 
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with whom Frederick had slept in the same 
house, when on his way to Town, Frederick 
and his father went to Visit him just before 
he sufFered, and assured him of their for- 
giveness. He seemed a good deal affected 
at what he termed tbeir great goodness^ and 
besought them to extend it by interceding^ 
for him to okb before whose tribunal he wa» 
so shortly to: appear». 
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CHAPTER XXL 



Concluieiton. 

OOON after Singleton wrote to his sistcr, 
he wrote also to Sedley, to assure him that 
ßince fortunehad once more deigned to smile 
upon him^hehad no objection to his payinghis 
devoirs to Emily; as^ whenever she married, 
he intended to share his fortune with her^ 
When Sedley received this letter^ he was öD* 
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his tvay to join his regiment, but instantly 
changing his route, arrived in Town at a late 
, hour the next night. Singletoh met him at 
their former hotel, and the foUowing morning^ 
by Mr. Harcourt's invitation, retumed witb 
him and Emily to the village; where, it is 
Said, the young soldier, in time^ prevailed 
upon the lady to become bis bride. It sa 
happened that Harriet and thia fedy imbibed 
a sincere friendship for each other, whicb 
circumstance Singleton failed not to take 
advantage of by entreating EmUy to say a word 
or two in his favor to her friend. 

Novv as it has been somewhere insinuated 
that Miss Harcourt possessed one of the best 
of dispositions, perhaps it will not be thought 
surprising if^ through Emily*s intercession^ 
she was absolütely brought to think favorably 
of Singleton. As for Frederick and Mary^ 
it has been already stated, that they are re- 
conciled to each other; and, indeed, it is 
strongly reported, that they wait only^ in 
compliment to their friends, to tie the Gor- 
dian knot» What became of the ^shionabie* 
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young men with whom Frederick once 
dined, I have not thought it worth my while 
to inquire. I tmst my readers will, on Üiat 
head, be equally indifferent, The virtuous 
Howard grows every day more resigned as he 
thinkfi with emotion that the time of his join- 
ing his Sophia draws nigh^ He änticipates 
the Union of Frederick witb his beloved Mary; 
and expresses a hope that he shall live to wit- 
ness also that of his son with the amiable 
Caroline Gainsford. 

Here I positively intended to have said no 
more ; but, as I beg leave to have it under- 
stood that I have kept this manuscript by me 
some two or three years, before I take my final 
leave, however justly I may now be accused 
of egotism^ I must add that I have just 
heard that Edward is risen to a eonsiderable 
post in the army, and that he is likely to be 
rewarded for his perseverance by the heart 
and hand of the only woman he ever loved. 
Lord Gainsford is completely reformed/ and 
repays the object who accomplished his re- 
.formaüon by making her the best of husbandsr 



VIRTUE AND VICE. 22a 

Mr. and Mrs. Harcourt spend part of their 
time in the summer season at Belmont Lodge, 
(near which Margery and Thomas live in two 
neat cottagesj and the other part at the vil- 

läge of M , All that now remained was 

to acknowledge that supreme goodness which. 
had thus miraculously restored them to each 
other* 



FINI& 



W.Matthew TuisKLTON, Printkr, Goodoe Street, London« 



